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the benefit of the mission conducted titere by Mr. Ilunter.
The dramnatic programme was interspersed witlî songs antd
rcadings by Messrs. Troop, MacLunes, Iledley and C ,wyni,
and the audience exprcssed its high appreciation of the
whole entertaininent, à1r. Steveiisoîî's acting bcing espe-
cially weil recived. he hospitality of St. H1ilda's College
was extended, on thoir roturn, to ail tire party, and the
evening was finislied înost enjoyably.

l'O the ElIitor of 1'T[s r i t,,:,eix iiyi
MI'Y DEAR Siu As a otno-titme resident and evor stroîîg

friend of Triinity, it gave mre groat pleasure to hiear of the
marked success scored by the youngerst of your College
institutions, the Draniatic Club, iii its opening performn-
ances. 1 biad nlot the satisfaction of being one of your
audience on that occasion, but liope to bc present et your
next entertainnment, if sucit a pleasuro is not denied rie.
My objeet in addressing titis letter to you is not, however,
soiely to tender congratulations, but to criticise, flot the
dramnatic talent of your mnbers, but the management of
affiairs.

Wiîy do your so eflèctively Itide your liglît?
I noed not gyo far to find reasons to suggest why you

should givo a publie performnce in Convoctation Hli,
whicb is fairly well adapted for, your purpose, and liad the
advantago of being oni the spot and at your disposaI free of
charge. I cati well imtaginie tiîat a performante in the
Academîy cf Music would l'o too mucît of ant uii(ertitking
for your club iii its inifaîtcy, but if iin your owrt hall 1 can
assure you you would be enthusiastically supporteci by ail
the grads and othter strong friends cf the College, wlîo
would be onily too glad of an opportuîtity to attend sucit an
entertajîtaierît.

Visions risc before mie cf pros for tAie cricket club, a rink
for tire hockey playors and ahl sorts cf itecessaries whiclt
pcverty bas deîtied to Trinity in the past, and considerin1g
the assistance cf your sister undergraduates, iîuiglît I nt
add-a tennis court for St. Ililda's.

Are there any difficulties-iîtsuperable cnes, 1 niean--in
tire way cf giving one or a series cf public performtances iri
Convocation Hall, and thus imaterially assistiîtg needy Col-
lege institutions?1

Porhaps titis question mnay be answered iii your ccmning
issue.

Hoping 1 have not asked toc miuch space for iîny sugges-
tions, 1 romnain, yours etc.,, MNT

February 22, 1892,

To the, Lditor i)f TuEi TRi., I y U-x ys,,y Rie.%15w.

INz the last fourteen or fifteen mnontis, Japaîtese news
in Ainerican papers, considering tire lack cf a cabie across
the Pacifie, bas net been scarce. You have heard cf the
opening cf the first Japanese Parliaujent on November 29,
1890, its selection cf a Christian as a the first President or
Speaker, and after an existence cf littie more than a year,
its dissolution on Christmas Day last. Other notable events
were the attempted assassination cf tire iRussian Czarewitch
in May, and the greatest cf ail, the disastrous earthquake
in the centre cf tite main island on October 28th.

it is net probable that the missionary news bas been
extensive, and at ail evoîîts nonre wlîatevor cencerning titis
part of the field.

Fukushima "lKen" or Province, on December 31, 1890,
had a population cf 941,88' ) The largest town is'Waka-

nîatsu, with a population cf about 29,000. Next to
Wakamatsu in size contes Fukusiimia town. A native
newspaper lately gave the population cf titis place as 17,692.
Numnbets cf other towns in the province bave fromn 4,000 tO
9,000 people. Altlîcugh Fukusiia towil is net thte largest,
its being on the lineocf railway, its central position, its
being tue seat cf tîte provincial governiment, aîîd its rapid
growth (it litas more tirant doubled iii the last ton years)
conmbirte to inake it unquestionabiy the imost important.

The country is very rugged, almost Il a soit cf mountaiis"
with valleys interspersed. Very pictureo 1 ue but iiîcon veni«
ent for travellin', about. Thtus Nakantiura is about tiîirty
mtiles due east frcmi Fukusîtinia, but a incuttain lies betweefl
and the easiest, quickest artd clîoapest way te get there, is
first te go tlîirty-twc miles nortit and titen south east.

Aniong thoese 941,882 people, rte foroign missionary
force is a French Jesuit at Wakamiatsu, and utyseif and
wife at Fukushiniia. iere are also a few native catechists
an-d pastors. A Methodist catechist at Shirakawa, 9,000;
a Presbyterian catechist at Fukushima, aîtd anotiter cf the
saine sect at Nakarnura, 7,000 ; a Greek catechist also in
Fukushinia, and a Congregational paster at Wakantatsu.I
Lave -- catechist with tre aise. Making a comparison, this
is about the saute as tbougyh tiiere were twve clorgy and six
lay-readers for the Provin ce cf Quebec, or three clergymen
and about itrne lay-readers for the presont populationt cf
Ontario.

Sorie cf your readers itiay itot have a very clear idea as
to wltat a Ilcatechist"is. 1 have conîpared hit above te a lay
rvador, but the rosemîblaitce is net iii ail poinîts collpleýte.A catechîist is a itative Chtristiani wlîo usiially bas hiad ittore
Or less tîteological traininîg, and wiîc, wlîile cotiiiuiig bis
studies wvitli a v'iew to entorittg tho iniîîistry, is placed on,
trial at sorte nmission post. In tire Nippon Soi jCokwai,
that brandi cf Japanese Cbristianity which lias beoit beguit
l'y andt is guided by tue prirîciples cf the Cliurclhes cf Eîtg
lanud antd Canada, and the Protestant Episcopal Church cf
thei UJnite'd States, the catechists always receive titeological
trainirng. 'Tire Presbytorian catechîist roceives anr crciraticn
as scion tîs lus convorts at a mission station cari support ii
wîtlîout assistance frornt the Mission Board. The Conîgre-
gaticîtal catclist beccmos a paster ipso fact, wlten lus
congregaticri becernes self-supporting. I have nîentiorned
the Corigrogational aud Prosbyterian bodies several tintes.-
Tiîcy don't by any mneans eaul rteinselvos Con gregational ists
andl Preshyterians bore. The Congregational body is knowrt
to tue J apanese as the IlKumriai K,'ukwai," which literally -

rîtearîs tue " Uniited Churcit," or more correcti y tire IlInter-
iaced "or " Iterwoven Chut-ch." While tic Presbyterians
at first calling themselvos the Il Iciti Kôkwai," or the Il One
Ciîurch," at titeir last Synod cencludled that even this wa%
tiot sufficiently far-reaching and changed it te tire IlJapanose
Christian Church."l

1 lielieve that cne-tenth cf tire present force cf mission,
actes rit Japan, acting unitedly under the direction cf an,
energetic and officient hoad, would accomplish more thari
the present disagreeing and rival bo dies, each doingr wbat
seouts best for its ewn interest. We must take tire present
state and make the best cf it.

And tbe present state cf Fukushijîta, as well as cf many
othuer provinces cf Japan is, that there are several hundred
thîousand people bore who have nover heard anything cf
Christ or the one God; many more, wbo freint wliat reportO
they have received cf Chiristianity (generally tbreugb soute
Buddbist> bave ant entirely wreng idea cf the Trutb. SoniO
tinte age takirtg a walk with a Japanese Chrîstian te a vil'
lage cf about twelve lîundred inhabîtants, distant front
Fukushinta eniy six and a haif miles, we enquired cf thé
mistress cf the largest yadoya, or inn, in the place, if shO


