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Ralizious guilds were among the
oartiest of the great order of guilds.
Througheut the middle ajres thoy ox-
isted fn great munbers n every
country of Europs. They toaok a
prominent part in all the warks of ro-
ligion aud charity inangurated by the
Church. Tho object ot thess guilds
was to unita the neeners a overy
public professton ot tho Faith; but
moro particularly on spectzl festival
days and sainta’ days. A-cordingly,
wefind thess guilds placed, overywhere, ;
under the patronsage of the Holy !

Telulty, or of the Holy Cross, ot of the ! giagrace not to be allowed to take part [ 1N

Blagsed Sacrament, or of certain

habitants, who were maluly cngagod |
tn making toys, and {n carving cruci- .

oy, tinages of the salnts, and rosar
1r8.  Many of the houses rnre adoraned
with quaint frescoes of Bible subjects.
T'ho futerest of Ober-Amp.ergan to thy
outer world s derived from the Passion
iy which 18 perforned hore at inter
valsof ten years the last In 1840, and
14 now attended by mavny thousands of
Furopean and Americau visitors,

The play Is a drawmatic represouta
tion of the passion aud death of our
f$tessed Lord. It took fts rise in a vow
made by tho inhabitants of the vitage
tn 1633, for the purpese of staying a
plague then raging. From the gen
eral supprersion of such performances,
by an order ot the Bavarian Govern-
nont, this play has beon excvmnpted.
e pertormanees take place on the
Synday s of summer, in a large open
air theatre, holding  slx  thousand
persons, and each lasts about nine
hours, with a short intermission at
noon. Fach scens fromn the history of
our Blessed lord is preiaced by a
tableau of typicat import from the Oid
Testament.  About scven hundred
actors are reguired, all belonging to
the village.

‘The proceeds of the performances are

dovoted to the good of the community

afor d2{raying oxpenses, and the pay-
ment of & small sum to the actors.

The villagers regard the passion play -

as a solemn act of religious worship ;

and the gerformances are characterised -

by the greatest reverence. The prin
cipal parts are, vsually, horeditary in

. cortain familics, and are assigned vith

regard to moral character, as much as
to dramaticability. It isconsidered a

in the play: and, as we may well

ripple all fu worship of Himself, can
bs best and inost honored by the
richest and uoblest o His wonderful
works — the soul of maun — the more
gloomy, tho moro mopish, tho sourer it
i3 ; such an age will not unuerstand
the good which, in a meoral and social
point of view, was bestowed ou this
country Eugland) by ¢ho religlous
pageancs, and plous plays aud inter-
ludes of & by gone c¢pech.  Through
sich means, however, not enlyv  were
tho people furnished with a necdtul ro
laxation ; but their merry-makings
instructed, while they divested.

It was in conncection with theso fes
tivals that Fairs aro supposed to have
_their origin, being bkeld on salmts’
days, and not unfrequently in the
church-yards, or In locations imnmrdi-
ately adjoining. Tho Inish Pattern
{patrou saint’s day ' is & case in point.

The fostivals known as Wakes were
first held oun saints' days to commemo
rate the dedicatinn  of churches.
These probably occurred only where
there was no religious guild in exist
ence to help {n the ceremony. Thoy
were placed under religious regula.
“tions in 13346, and gradually died out,
"asassociated with the churches. They
are still retained in somo couniries;
but have only a lingering association
(in name only) with religious observ-
' ances.
The next paper will discuss ** Social
Guilds.”
! ———————

. OLDEST CATHOLIC SOCIETY.

{ The Gorman \ crein has been Growling
for Korty Yenrs.

DEVENDENT SOCIETIES SPRANG UP 1IN,
NEW YORK, MILWAUREE, §T. 10U1S,
ALLEGHENY, PMTTSBURG, BALTIMORE

sints. "understand, the part of our DBlessed !
In houor of these patrons tho Saviouris looked upon as one of the ' ATV, "\mt{?x:;:lxl:“l\-r\(;“:::; (_‘;‘f;:::
. sy : . arthly honors. In the' b e e o -
churches on  festival divs  were greatest of earthiy honors the VERKIN IS BALTIMORE 1N 1835 —

decorated, the altars iltumnated @ aud
High M1ss wag offored up with alt the
pomp and ceremany betitting tho occa-
slon. Indoud,

vears intervening between the repre
gentations, the villagers sro carefully
drilled in dramatic performauces by

minor guilds weore the priest, who is theorganiser, man ;

$1,6067,084 6 SPENT FOR CHARITY,
AXD  T0,229 CASEN OF  SICKNESS
! RELIEVED

formed for the 8ol purposs ot keeping ager and geuoral suporintendent of { The German Roman Catholic Central

up those celobrations in perpotuity.

Boyond the procession and attend-
anco at chorch, a+d, occasionally, a
feast somewhat later in the day, an
important featuro of thue festival was |
the performance of & scripture plece, -
or as it was called a '*Mystery ™ or .

is from thess mivaclo plays bave beon
doveloped the trical porformances as

we how have thun. Those miracle .
plays woio due t¢ the clergy. They .
arose out of a perception that what we -
soe with our eycs makes a groater im- .

everything in connection with the
play.  Aud &}l witnesses agrew in rat-

. ing very highly the results produced

by the combined religious fervor, and
artistic instinct of these sirmplo Alpine
villagers.

Returning to Religious Guilds,

members. The members oflten had a
special livery, as is still the caso with
certain fratarnities in Rome.
liveries wero warn on the ecclesiastical
festivals already alluded to.

The following extract from Dr.

we |
“Airaclo play.” Asis well knowa, it fﬁnd that people of all rauks becane | St

Theso

 Soclety of the United States, which has
+boen in convention assembled in this
1 city since Sunday, and whose conven-
1 tion to-day s session cnds, is the oldest
{ Catholic benevolent socicty in the
! United States. In 1842 the St.
Goorgins Soclety was founded in the
| Nicolaus congregation of New
: York, and threo years later this society
- was merged into the St. Joseph's Bene-
volunt Society. In the same year the
+St. Bernard's So:icty of Covington,
. Ky., was organized, and also the Boni-
' facius, of Quincy, Il

pression upon us than what womerely Rock's ¢ Church of our Fathers" isa - !
hoar with our cars. It was scon that defence of these religious festivals in ;  Other Gormau societies were organ- )
many ovents in the lifo of QurSaviour, England, and thelr influenco on man- ;ized in quick succession in Milwatkcee, |
as well as ovonts chronicled u the Old kind. Ho says: *‘Each guild's first ' St. Louis, Allegheny, Pittsburg, Baiti !
Testamont and In tho history of tho steps wers bent towards their church, ! more, Buffalo and Birmingham. As;
Church, would casily zdmit of being whure solemn High Mass was chanted ; immigration increased the number of |
dramatised ; and thus brought home, thenco went all the Lrotherhood to ~socictics multiplied. Most of the now ,
as it wore, to the foclings and con- . their hall for festive diaer. The pro- ' comers to Atnerica’s shores were in !
scionces of men more cffoctively than cossions on the occasion and other uoedy condition, and the socicties did
by sermrns. As to bodkse, thev, of awusements so dear to the people, , Much to religve them from tho actual |
course, ware, atthe tima now spoken of, - were meant to be cdifying and instruc. | Sufferings or poverty.  Up to this time |
accessiblo only to the fow. Such sub- ' tive, aud helped roligion to make hor ' there hiad been no thonght of orgaaiz.
jucts ag the crowtion, the fall of may, ! children ooth good and happy through | ing tho scattered  socicties into x|
tho deluge, Abh-aham's trial, scones  even their rccroations. The present | Rational order, but in tho early fifties
from the Hie of Danicl, the ralsing of  age, with its chill heart, dull eye, {thoexistence of a hostilo force made
Luzaras wore dramatissd.  Thopassion and hard, icon like fecliugs, that sees {€loser communication & necoesity
play of Uher Ammorgau tn Revaria, - nought butidlencss in afowhoursuns | 1hig forco was tho Know Nothing
now piayed every tonth yoaronly, and  less pauso from toil, aud kuows nothing | party, which at that timo was greatly
auother in Spain, aromodorn fnstances but unthriftiness in movoy speat in | 2&itating tho ontite country. This:
of thoso plavs. plous ceremonial, and thinks tha, tho ' PArty showed its hatred of forcign born
1n this connectin, it may notboout God who sprinklod the bluo heaven citizensand cspecially of Catholits, not |

tween the societies. Thoe matter was
agitzted untll on the =afternoon of
Easter Sunday, 1500, the represeuta-
tives of seventeen societies met In
St. Alphonsus Hall, ir Balijinore, and
thery A constitution was drawn vp and
oflicers clected of the Centre! Soclety
of the United States.

The ecope and ohject of the society
as outlined in the constitution is, firsr,
to foster the practice of religious dutics
and # Christian life, and to promoto
Catholic intevests : sccond, to unite
Gernman Romaun Catholic societies in
works of charity and benevolence, and
socteties, when in actual need, Iy glv-
ing ald and assistanco to their mem.
bere, to nurse the sick and bury the
dead : thiid, to provide for a widows'
and orphans’ fund, Jor the benefit of
tho widows and orphans of deceased
- metnbers,

Up to 1>u3, when the tenth annual
convention was held in Buffale, tho
growth of tho sociely was very slow on
&ccount uf hard times, the prevalence
of cholera, and the war. From that
time, bowever, affairs took R prosper-
cour turn and the society now has 554
local societics in twenty nine states.
- Tho soclety has helped thoueands of
German Catholice who were needy,
and from 1873 to 184 the books show
tho large sum of $1,687,041.76 ex-
pended in 70,229 cares of sickness, and
during these twenly-two years the still
"larger sum of §1,745,565,05 went to
the widows and children cf 8,229 mem-
bers who have died during that time.
Thousands of dollars have also been
, spent in other charitable causes, The
society, during its forty years, has bad
but nine Pregidents. It . bas always
boon -on -excsedlugly i

with the Irish Catholic Benevolent 3

| Cuion, and the two join hands in giv-
ting aid to necedy Catholics. — The

: State.
———

- Proposed Great Irish Convention.

v His Grace Archbishop Walsh of Tor-

jonto, Grand Spiritual Advicer of the
; Catholic Mutual Tencfit Association of
‘' Canada, sceing the necessity of unity
'among Irishmen, if Home Rule is to
triumph, has written the following im-
, postaut letter to Hou. Edward Blake,
| ALP., for South Longford. Mr. Blake,
vin reply, thanks His Grace for his
. kindly personal! references, agrees
' with him that unity of aim is the chief
} thing necessary o the success of Irish
- agpirations, and indorses tho view that
'a great national convention, such as

he suggests, would powerfully stimu.
: 1ate the movement for Irish self-gov-
eroment :

St. Michael's Palace, Toronto,
October S, 1893.

Hon. Edward Blake, Q. C., M. P.,

Humewood, Toronto:

My Dear Mr. Blake—~I regret ex
ceedingly to learn that you aro very

much rua down in health, and that, in 3
conscquence of nervous prostration, |
brought on by oxcessive work, you |
public ;

tavo fclt ebliged to decline the
reception with which the citizens of

Toroato {ntended to greet your return §

aud to give you a hearty welcome

honie. Iregret that this reception had |
to bo abandoned for this reason alsc, !
that the leading citizens of Toronto ]

wished to give public endorsement *o

tho courso you have pursued in advo- §

cating tho cause of HZome Rule for Ire-

land, and because they wished to repel |

of place ta belefly doscriboe the pasdon  with silvery stars, and strowed the ! ORIV in words but in acis of lawless | with righteous indigoation the malig-

play ofUber Ammergau.  Thisvillage green ocatth  with
is sitatate? among the mouatatus , Howoers of a thousand hues, anduught[
of« Upper Davariz, uoatly

sweet-smelling : violence, i nant attacky made upon you, ot 0§
In 1534 reprosentatives of several of - much by political antagonists as by §
throo | birds to make every grove ring with | the soclotics were assembled in Roches. 1 false brethren and treacherous co-§
thousand foct xbove the loval of tho ‘their blithe songs and told thelittle ter, and tho matter was broached of laborers. The sacrifices you have}
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