40

The Journal of Agricalture for Hotn Scotin.

horn about the year 1820, led to nany
attempts being made to produce an anticle
resembling them in England.  Every en-
couragement was oftered by the Society
of Arts to parties trying to grow straws
like those in Italy, and then making a
similar article to the Leghorn hat. A
Mr. Parry received the Soeciay's large
silver medal in 1822, for his method of
manufiacturing Leghorn plait from straw
imported from Italy.  No person succeed-
ed so well, however,as the late Me. Thos.
Waller, of Luton. ‘Lhis gentleman first
imported serds of: the Italian Wheat, and
cudeavouree to raisestraws from it in the
neighbourhood of Luton, but being
beaten by the uncertainty of climate,
he hit upon the expedient of waing straws
imported from Italy. e obtained a pa-
tent for a bonnet made by plaiting eleven
Tuscan straws, catled by him the “"Luscan
Grass Bonnet,” which was afterwards
patronized by Queen Adelaide, and great
nmnbers were sold all over the kingdom
at prices from 30s. to 50s. cach.

From the time of making the first single
plait, called split, at the commencement of
the present century, many fancy Kinds of
phit wete invented in the split straw.
Sumilar fancy plaits and trimmings follow-
ed, termed * Patent Dunstable.”

Between the years 1844 and 1830, other
and more importart plaits were invented
knowa as China Pearl, Coburg, Vienna,
and .Brussels, euch being distinguished by
some particular form. The demand for
the cheap plait composed of coloured and
white straws was very great.  But the
most important of double pliits is that
termed twist edge, slso named whipcord
edge, from the fact of the-straw being
whipped over-as it were. It is also made
in the whole-pipe seven and 11 straws,
and is a staple article of English wear,
forming the true straw bonnet, by exhi-
hiting English straw to the best advantage.
Ihe discovery of this valuable plait has
been attended with happy results, as it is
a deseription capable of being used in
almost every kind of hat or bonuet.

These varions descriptions of straw
plaits have enabled the trade to produce
s0 many noveltics that "Tuscan plaits have
declined asarticles of wear; and although
the Jowering and afterwards abolition of
the dutieson foreign Tuscan brought that
article into competition with the English
straw manufacture, no injusy has been
sustained by the straw trade.

From the date of the Great Exhibition
in 18531, plaiting has continued to pro-
gress, not so much in the invention of a
number of new plaits, as in the superior
quality aud extent of the manufacture,
and such has heen the determination of
our manufacturers to meet the public
taste and the nccessities of the million,
that although foreign straw phaits from
Belgium, Germauy.and Switzerland, have

been brought to compete with them, they
have nearly all fuiled in this vespect.

Suaw plait is adomestic manutacture,
carrield on in tho cottages of the agricul-
tural labourers of the three counties of
Bedtordshive, Hertdo. Ishire, and Bucking-
hamshire, and portious of I9ssex aud Saf-
folk.  'The plaiters avo generally the
wives and chililren of the labourers; a
feww are men. No plait is made in
factories.

Children ave taught usually in schools,
and are sent at the carly age of four
years; besides plaiting, they ave taught
spelling and reading.  In miost villages
there is a plaiting school, which is gene-
rally conducted by an elderly dame, who
veceives from each seholar 2d. or 3d. per
week. ‘The children aresomo timo before
they can plait so as to earn anything, but
after a year or two they can contrive to
obtain Gid. to 1s. 6d. per week, afier their
plait is disposed of by their parents. They
remain at school the usual school hoursy
afterwards, during the time they do not
play, they plit a litele till sent to rest.
They continue working at school till they
e plait sufficiently well, and when they
are above cight or nine years they carn
2. to 3s. per week. On leaving school
they earn 4s. to Js. if expert plaiters, and
after they become skilful they may obtain
as much as 7s. Many learn to sew, if
near Luton or Dunstable, and then leave
their cottage home for the greater attrac-

“tion of hat.and bonuet sewing, a sewer

being considered a step. above a plaiter;
and one who may exbibit an amount of
personal adornment to which a simple
plaiter would not darc to aspire in her
village home.

Plait is made all the year round, ex--

cept harvest time. In winter plaitis made
indoors, and as the splints have to be
worked in & partiallv. wet condition, it is
cold work for the fingers. When plaiting
near the fire the straws are liable to in-,
jury; winter-made plait is never so good
as when it is done in spring and summer,
away from the fire or in the open air, at
the cottage door, or along the green lane.

The earnings of a good plaiter, after
the straws are deducted, will be from s,
to 7s. 6d. per week, in & good state of
trade.

It is computed that the number of
females engaged in plaiting, and boys wp
to eight years of age, would now be near
to 50,000, and the number of yards annu-
ally made 200,000,000 or 10,000,000
scores of plait of every description.—
Gardener’s Chronicle -and Agricultural
Gazelte.

Dogs vs. Surep.~During the past month’

scveral sheep have been killed by dogsin the
parish of Sackville. Av.Hamuwond’s Plains
there arc so many dogs that sheep caunot bo
kept atall. nT ’ .

Liscellancous,

REPORT ON THE STATE OF TUE
CROPS, &a

Hanean, 21st June, 1865,

‘The present season s, in several res-
pects, a peculise one, Lhe spring opened
very early, with an unusually long courss
of dry weather in April, which was suc-
ceeded by a period of wet in May of
cqually unususl dntation, followéd by a
few hot days, and then, ity June, up to the
present date, alternations of warm aund
coldish weather, with but little rain.

Judging from the time of flowering of
wild plants in the woods, and other natu-
ral phienomena usually regavded as ncen-
rate indices ot the advancement of the
season, the present scason is, in Ialifax
county, about seven, and certainly not
more than ten, days in advance of last
year. But farm crops shoiv, even on an
average, a greater advance than this, and
the present appeavance of some crops
indicates a ditlerence of two or three
weeks.  ‘This anomaly arises partly from
the season favoring the advancement of
certain crops more than others, .and
partly from the readiness with which
wide-awake farmers took advantage of
the peculiarities of the scason, to forward
their spring cropping.  Tho present
season has forcibly taught the farmer
that Time, like a loose horse in the pas-
ture, must be taken by the forclock.

The Hay Cror had u veryearly start,
and the plentifil supply of vainin May caus-
ed a rapid aird abundat growtli, especially
where top-dressings liad been given during
the previous autumn.  In thesalt marshes
the hay is very thick and strong,and will
soon require the application of -the
scythe,and on uplands, there arc likewisc
‘unustially heavy crops. Red Clover,
Kentucky Blue ‘Grass and Fox tail’ are
now in full flower in the hay-ficlds, and
in light sandy soils,.the white clover is
bloowing before its. time. Timothy is
stooling out in aluxuriant manner, giving
prowise of a- heavy crop. The. Clover
is 80 rank that on some farms it has been
cut and fed to catile, 'in hépe of -a see-
ond cutting.  Upon the whole there
is every prospect of a heavy hay crop
generally throughout thie Proviucs. Thera
arc complaints, however,:that the hay. is
more weedy that usual. “Ill weeds grow
apace.” ‘L'his is attributed to the wet
spring, but is more likely to have been
_caused by ‘the favourablencss of last sun-
mer for ripenibg the seeds of field wecds.

There is one- weed to.which the atten-
tion of every farmer ought to be directed
for to its prevalence in our hay-fields is
to be attributed the bad flavor of some
of the bytter;sold, iu, Halifux, yiz :, tho
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