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lin about te year 1820, )ed te, iaiîy
auctipa eitg tî:deto prosince nn ti3le

rcstîîlig Leu iiin iltil Ev'cry cli-
colîr;tgetîicît t Iras ofi'ci'el by the Society'
of Arts to parie,; tr3'ilig te groy siraws
like ilivot> ii Ital>', talit tiiet m:1kitlg a
k;iziil:tir article go tlie Leélhoit litt. A
Mr. Var'ty receliva the ~bcul'slarge
silver iiteilal ini 1822. for lus netiios '
mnîaitac'ttmriiig Leglîoîti plaiit froin sti*:tw

iinjicrt-et fi-ui lttly. No jtersot siiececsi-
,cil so îm'eil, Itowes'cr,:ts gtt late 3k. 'rltos.

W~aller, et' Lutoni. 'T'his l, iilcîii:tt first
ituportesi setis of thte Itltiantt W'liet, anîd
cittîavoitret. to r.tiso stt-aws frots ts thte
aieiglbollrlioocl ot' ti, luit beiîîg
beateti by te tincert4tity eof chinagetc,
lie li pon t-be expellsct oç \v61tg %ttraws
iitported fromn Italy. le obtaîtts a p:s-i
£eut for a bointet ruade by pjiîting elet-cit
'fluscan straws, callesi ly tutui the "'-Tuscat

G B:ssJoilliit, whliclî %'as aiters-aids
pav.oiiizeci by) Qîîeeî Aciclaidle, antd grelit

îtimnbers %vere solsi ail over tht) ktngdeit
at prt'ces fron 30s. tii 5sO. ecd.

Frern tie tinîte eof ili.king the ftrstsilel
plait, caltlc( split, at t-lch otneteiiit0
te present centuiry, nlaiiy fancy Itittîs of'
plait ivete iiiî'ctcd lu tuie s1 lit strai'.
Stumilar f.,ticy plaits andi trimuniitigs foihonv-
et!, termues " Patent Dunstaible."

Betwecn the yenrs 1844 and 1850,elûtter
and illore iiupertit plaits were itiveitesi
kîioevnt as Clivia, I>eair, Cohur, lieînna,
andi .llrisseis, cadIc bcig cistigitishesi by
soute particul:îr forut. 'Tie deuîatd for
te chenil plait comtposeh of coletîreci aîid
white strawvs .'au very great. But thse
znost imiportatnt of double plaits is thit
termesi tivist esige, clso natîtec n'liipceril
esige, front te f:îct of the straw% be'ung
,tliied over as it i'ere. It Lu aiso made
iiiUi the ile-Ipipe seveti andî il strawvs,
tînc is a stajile article oft'Englisi mruar,

forîng t-le t-rue straw bonnet, by cxlii'
hitîîgEugislî straiv ta the bs:datte

ite discm'er>' of titis s'altiable piait lins
becît attetideil %itls happy ressits, as it is
ai description capable et' being tîsesi in
sshmost evcr>' kiud eof hat er bonntet.

Tîtese mariens descr'iptionts of stran'
piaits liave eunableci te trade te preduwe

sel mztoy nos'elties tlîat 'ruscaît plaits have
declitted i articles of wcar; audialthottgh
t-li lo,.%ering andi aftet'wardts a.bolition 0t
the dutties on forcige 'useau brouglit that
artle itîto cempetîtton wvith thie Ln glish
stran matiut'ctttre, îie injui-y bas been
sustaineil b>' tic strawv trade.

Front Ulicdate of'tlîe Greatt Exhibitiont
lit 1851. piaitilig liats coîttinneil tu puro'
gress, itet s0 aitutli itn the invenîiti eof a
nunther et' ueil plaits, as ln tue stîperior
qnahity :ttd exteut et' the mantufactutre,
andi such lias hien te determinaioi ot'
eîîr manuihctîîrers te mueet tue public
t-aste andi the ticessities et' the million,
tîtat aithougli foreigît st-rav plaits froin

13celgiuîà, Germaui. and. S witicriaud, have

beei brouglit to coiuîpete wigli illit, they
hîave itcarlv ail faileil, in tit respect.

Stu.aI' Plait is adounestic tnatcturc,
Caried oit iii ti cottages of the arcl
titrai ;bt>iiicr8 « tlie tlîrce colinties Df

liatushlire, :id portionls of E-'ssex and Sut"
foll. Tho plters are, gpneral). t1ilc
%vives aînt! chidreit of' tho labourers ; a1

foare iien. No plait is malle iii
factories.
.Cliiiidret are taugliL ustially in scitools,

anîd aire sent :ît tue c.srly agtP o!* four1
yeaî be-;.iidcs plaitivg, they >are tatîglit
spelling atîdl r-Caffiig. Ili nîost villages
tlicre is a 1laiitg seltool, -ivlich is tgetie.
rally ceiiductcd y -lii eldeiIy clanie, n-hio
y'eze'ves £rm eacislx oa 2d. or Mdi. pzr
iveek. Tite children are soino tinto before
they eau plait ro as toe arn anytldng-, but

.qftLer a year or gtao they eau contrive to
obain Gd. to 18. (I. lier week-, aftcr their
plait is disposeil of by titeir parents. ihey
romtain iat school the ustial school hoxirs;

atura dsdring the tite they do not
plaîy, thcy plait a littlo till sent to t'est.
Tiiey continuie workiug lit sehool tii! tliey
Va1% plait. sfceNvl el, ansi v lîtn -ey
arc abolie cight or nine >,cars they carn
2s. t-o 3s. Pei iveck. 0it lcatving school
îtey earn 4s. t-o 5s. if expcri plaiters, anti
after tlîey become slsilfîtl they may ebtain
as inucli lis 7s. Mati3 learn t-o setw, if
near Luton or Dtinstable, and it-eu leave
their cottage bomoe for Uic greater attrac-
tion of liat and * bonnet sewîuig, a sewer

bc'iîg- coi-siteresi a step, above a phtiter;
ai eue wAlî inny exbivit ail amotnt of

personal ailornuînt te whili a simple
plaiter wvouid Rot dare to aspire iii lier

v'il1agýe home.
l'lotit is iade ail t-be ycar round, ex-
ctt lîarveçt tite. i %%inter plait is mîalle

ideors, andi as tie spluts have to be
ivorked iii a lpartiat'v s.vet condition, it is
cold i ork for tlo fitigers. Mieni plaitiîig
near the lire the straws ire liable t-o iti-
jury ; wvinter-ae pIait"u s iever so goold
as %vlieil it is dono iu spriu- and suinier,
away froîn tito fire or in Ileoeî ia
the cottage door, or along the green lane.

The earnipgs of a good plaiter, after
the straws are deducted, wili be front âs.
te 7s. Gdi. p.er week,, in a, goosi state of
t-rade.

[t is compîtled that the ntîmber of
females enga'gesi in plaiting, and boys up
to cight years of age, wostld 110w bu near
te Ô0,0Ot0, and Lite nutober of yards autos-
ally mtalle 200,000,000 or 10,000,000
scores of' plait of everj' description.-
6Gardt'ncr's Chronî'cle ýand Agricultural
Gazelle..

DoGs vs. ShriE.-During t-b pist raontli
sc-reral, shiep have becu killed b>' clo-n in te
pa.r4slt of' Sackville. Ai IlatnjuondFi M>ain5
there a= so muaîy dogs that sbéep* ça!to bc
Lkept at. ail.'

R E1O O l'O ZTO IlE SITEr' OF THE

The preaiŽnt- saoi s, '11 several res-
pects, a îîecuiliar une. Th'le slinlg oPýusid
m'cry carly, ivith ail tttiiisttlly lonîg cotîrse
of dry %%ealler iii Apil, %liiclî %vts sie-
ecedeci by a, lerioci of' wet il May of
cqttally unîttstiîl cittiatioti, follon'éd b>' a
fem-v bt days, andtieutl~, ini Juite, t11) (0 the
presetît date, alternations of Nv-arT andi
coldisit iveatler, witlt btit litUle t'ait>.

Jttdging frot tue tinte of iiomvcriutg of
wild piantts in the w-oods, anti otiser tiatît-
rai plienomena, lîsually regardesi lu accu-
rate indices ot the Avatncement ot' die
sensoti, the preset scasot is1, ilt llifltx
t'ouiity, atboutt seveti, antd certaitily loet

more tlîait toit, dayï iii advance of ]ast
ycar. Blît faint ciops slioit , et'en oit a lt
average, a gi-cater acivatîce titan t-bis, and
t-le piesent appearance of soute crois
indicates a ditîlo-cc of ti'e et' thre
weeks. Titis nnonialy arises îtartly fî'ôm
the season f.svoriîtg the asivaîcement et
certain crops more thui otiers, atic

p.Irty t'iom the readiuess with wlîich
iteaaefarmers took acivantageofet

te peculiarities'of tic season, te foriward
tlteir. sprin- cropp)inr. Thto Prescut
seasen has t'erc1bliy tauglit t-ho fariner
tliat '.litn, liko a loose Itorse in Élie pas-
titre, nttîst ho takett.by the forclock.

Thte Hxs'y Cnet' hall a vûryearly stat't,
anti thepletifi'd siîlphyeft'r'niîsMal-,ycaîts-
cd a rsipid ani abunci.,titgrdivtli, espcéiàlly

ivher to'dessiî~ hsib'een giî'cn duriiîg.

the lîay is very Liick aitis streîig, ant wil!
&Don t'eqtii- the applicationî cf tule
scytlte,and oit uplatiuls, there -ire likieivisc
ttisuahly lteav'> ct'ops. Recd Clover,

lCetttueky 11ine Grasq axnd Fo,, taiI are
iioiw in fou iiower in te liay-fiehds, ani
in liglit saudy soik, - te wltlte etoser is
blooiig- before ils. tine. T1intotuiy is
stoohiug eut iii a t'-îxuriaîttL uaîn er, giviiig
promise et' a- beavy crep. TIns Cloyer
is se, rank tltston somte Eîtrns it lias becît
cuit ansi fei te cattie, i hôjtà of a sbe-
ogiîl cutting. Upoin the whole thèe

s cery pr'osCC ot a livy lay crop
generaily tisteughliut ti 1rov iuc& There
are compiaints, howecvet', that Uic Ilay- is
more weedy t-han- istial. I E weeds grow
apace." T1his is att-ributed to, the W~ct
spriiîg, but is more likely te have been
canseci by'te oforbens t lut sivia-
tuer for t-ipeuiitsg ic, seeds et' field ý'cds.

Tihere is Duîe %eeci to.wvlîielt t-be attent-
tiotn et' cety fariner ouglit to bo directesi
for to lts prem'aletice iusDeut' hay-ftelds is
to bc attribitei te basi flavor ef some

cra aye3b 'heucara 1,1il ?'x, Yli. h


