
ON THE COMPARATIVE STUD]' 0P RELIGION7S.
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but tells uis thzt it lias iu it the
Eternity of a universal liope-the
iiiiiniortality of a bouîifliess love, an
indestructible elenient of faitli in
fluail good and the proudest assertion
ever maide of hiumaîî freedoin. Caîî
we igniore, ? Caii we afford to, re-
muain ii ignorance of a faith for
whicih suce thiligs are clainied by
suleu a1 mail?

'ihere are two articles ini the ist
iiiuiuber of the "Niinetentlî Cent-

li w l hIichi iay -%vel1 inlake Us
1.1i ink, which furnishi food for serious
anîd soleniîn reflectioi and whichi
eleariy deinonstrate the neeessity
laid upoîr our iiiinisters and mission-
-tries to -study other creeds besides
Lheir ownl if they are to be properly
arniied for thie ininiistry of Christ
cither at home or abroad. The oie
article is by a Moslini Justice
Aimeer Ali, writtcn iii clear forcible
lti,tanuae aud withial in judicial
teuiperate toile. The otber article
is by Max Miller wlhose conîtri-
butions to knowledge liave laid the
worhl under a deep dlebt of gratitude.
TI'le reading and the influence of
thiese articles are not confined to a
siuiail select literary or philosophical
or theologrical circie, they are not
oiily Nvritten for, nior atre they oxily
read by, the few. They appear in a
Ilopular magazine wvhich is iu the
bauds of îuiany ini ail our different
touigregratio ns-thley are itot coul-
flîîed to the land or the language of
thieir publication, but are read and
i'tigeily, re-ad in the original anit in
translation by huuiidrcds illioligst

thiose whonî we are seeking inIiidia
to couivert to our Christiani faiLlh.
Anîcer Ali is coxnpiaiing cf an
article whiclî caIpeared iu the Quar-
terly, anothier popuilar and wvidely
read iiagazinie, aud which lie assures
us- lias created a feeling cf intenise
bittueruess axnoîîst a sectionî, a
largDe section of Her Mal.jesby's loyal
subjects. a feeling- of initense bitter-
niess Nvhiere-ver Mosicîns speakz anid
Stu(ly the Eniglish tongune, asud
there is ready apology for the coin-
plaint. 'I'le article complaitied of
is writteil iii the old hiauglxty, dog-
mnatie, infailible strain. Evertlingic
Christian is extravagYantiy latided,
everthing not Christian is beiittled
and condelnxned. Ail progress ina-
teriai, intellectual, mnoral, spiri tual
is contermiunous withi Ch ristîaulity.

Th'is Auxieer Ali challenges, aud
dlaimis progress, and higli moraity
for Islamn, and iii his challengre
makzes a severe, critieÏim on Christi-
anity o11 the spirit it lias again and
again mnanifested, on the frulits, it
lias agyain a-id again produced,
challenges Comparisonl with Bulda-
hisin or Islamnismn aud asserts, and
the assertion lias inucli truth ln it,
that there are Buddhists and Islam-
ites, strong defenders of their re-
spective creeds, and iii their personai
life and character, noble exponlents
of their faith, who, deserv'e far other
treatmlent thaii simiply to be ignored
or contemupttuousiy set aside. These
men are famniliar with ail our Serip-
tures-do ixot fear to read thexui,
whilst there are Chiri-,tiani advocates


