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PLEASANT HOURS,

THE NEW YEAR.
* Fear thou not."—Isaiah, xii, 10,

_" TANDING at the portal of the opening

yenr
Wards of comfort mect us, hwhing every
fear;

Speken through the silence by our Father's
Vot o, .
Tender, strong, and faithful, waking w4

rejoice,

I, tho Tord, am with thee, bo thou notatrud!

1 will help and strengthen, be thou not dis-
mayed ;

Yea, | will uphold thee with My own right
hand

Theu wt calld and chosen in my sight to

stund,

For the year Lefore us, Ok, what nch sup-
phies !

Furthe poot aud weely, Loving streaius shall
rise;

For the sad and sineul shall Has Bravo

abound ;
For the faint and feeble, perfect strength be
found.

He will never fail us, He will not forsake !
His eternal covenant He will never break !
Resting on His promise, what have wo to fear?
God is all-sufficient for the coming year !

Onward
day !

For His word shall nover, never pass away.
—F, R, Havergal,

then, and fear not, children of the
t

L

FINDING EXCUSES,

HERE are certain people who
look across the way at their

neighbours and say: “If I
wole as well off as they, how 1 would
help on with the work of the Gaspel 1"
They then drop down to not helping
at all, which also is their characteristic
habit. There are others who take up
a peevish disposition, and cuitivate a
kind of envy towaird those who do
more than thomselves. The root of
the difficulty with all such people is
that thoy do not want to work, but
try to find excuses for their idleness.
If their heaits were in the cause of
Christ, they would do what they could,
which i3 all that he requires of any
one, and, finding a pleasure in it, they
would grow up into a disposition of
brotherly communion with their fellow-
worshippers, and experience the en-
joyment of hearts fres from jealousy.
—United Presbyterian.

LESSON NOTES.

LESSON III.
PAUL'S FAREWRLL,
Acts 20. 28-88  Commit to memory vs. 32-36.
GoLpex TExT.

Feed the Church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blovd.  Acts 20. 28.

OvTLINZ,

1. The Counsgl, v. 28.31.
2. The Commendation, v. 32,
3. The Appeal, v. 83.35.
4. The Parting, v. 36-38.

Tive.—A.D. §8, immediately following
the last lesson.

Price.—Miletus, thirty-six miles from
Ephesus.

ExrrasaTioNe, —Therefore—Since I an
innocent, and thus the blame wonld be
rhargeable to you. Overcms—Synonymous
with superintendents.  Wolves—Xalse teach-
ors. Word of his grace—The promise of the
Gospel.  These hands—Doubtless presenting
his hands hardened by toil.  So labouring—
As I havo dove.  More blesud—Bliss-giving,
Whether Paul derived this saying, not
preserved in the gospels, from oral or writter
traditious, remains undecided.

Tercitixes or rukr Lessow,

\Whe-c in this lis.on are we taught—-
3. Thie duty of <o If cxamination 1
2. The nced of guarding against error 7

A.D, 58 {Jan. 15.

[

3. The duty of caring for tho needs of
othicra?

Tug LrssoN CATECHISM.

L. What did Paul chargo the elders and
their flock to do? '*To foed ho Church of
Gad," 2, Of whom dil Paul caution them?
Of men st eaking perverss things. 3. What
teablota det bl as up?  The word of Ged's
a4 What saymg of Christ’s did Paul
Press upen the ellerst **1t1s more blessed
togiva than to receive,” 5. At theconclusion
of his farewcll address to the clders what did
Pauldo? ** He kueeled down, and prayed.”

DoctriNaL  StuurstioN,—The  visiblo
Church.

CATECHIBM QURSTIONS.

143. Mav theso various blessings e lostt

Yes; believers may fail to believo and
watch, they may cease to be diligent n duty,
and thus nay lose these Llessings for ever.
Hebrews x. 38.

[J W xv 6, 1 Conntlouans ix. 26, 27,
2 Pet ri. 9,iii. 14, 17.])

H4 Wihat benchis do Chust s
receive from Him at death t

Their souls immedia ely pass into the
presence of the lord, while their Lodies rest
1 their graves till the resurrection, Philip-
plans i, 23 ; 1 Thessalonians iv, 14.

[John v. 28, 29; 2 Corinthians v, 8.)

prople

—

A.D. 58.] LESSON 1V, [Jan, 25.

PAUL GOING T0 JERUSALEM,

Acts. 21, 1-14, Commit tomem, vs. 12, 14,

GoLDEN TEXT.
The will of the Lord be done.
OvuTLINE,

1. The Voyage to Cesarea, v. 1.7.

2. Philip the Evangelist, v. 8, 9.

3. Agabus tho Propliet, v 10, 11.

4. Paul the Hero, v. 12.14.

T1ME.~A.D, 58, in the spring.

. Pracks.—Coaos, Rhodes, and Cyprus,
islandy in the Mediterranean ; Patars, a sea-
port of Lycis, in Asia Minor; Tyre, Ptole-
mais, and Cesarea, cities on the coast of
Palestine.

Exrraxarions.—Cyprus—Sighted Cyprus,
Finding disciples—Literally, “searching out
the disciples.” Imto Cegarex—They came
here, probably, to see Philip.  The cvange-
list—Assistant missionary sent here and there
to preach the Gospel. ~Iirgins—Not nuns
levetedbyavowof celilacy. ~ Their virgunty
is prohat Iy mentioned only as a reasun for
their being still at home, Paul’s girdle, ete.
—Binding his bands therewith after the Old
Testament prophetic fashion. Die....for

.. Jesus—They saw the danger, Paul the
duty ; they were moved by fear, he by love.

Ats 21 14,

TeAcHINGS OF THE LEsson,

Whero in this lesson are wo taught—

1. That Kraycr is a suro refuge in trouble?

2. That buman sympathy often stands in
the way of duty 1

3. That love for Christ takes away the fear
of death ?

Tre Lzssox CATecHisu,

1. At what place did Panl stop next on his
way to Jerusalem? At Tyro. 2. What did
the disciples at Tyre say concerning Paul's
journ-y to Jeruralem ? “They »aid he should
wot go, 3. What qdid the prophet Agabus
say the Jews at Jerusalem would do to Pault
He said they would bind him, 4. What was
Paul willing to suffer for the name of the
Lord Jesust He was willing to suffer death,
5. When Paul's companions could not induce
him to give up his journey,.what did they
sayt “‘The will of tho Lord bo done.”

DocTRINAL  SUGGESTION.—The supreme
authority of Christ,

CATEOHISM QUESTIONS.

145. What benefits will Christ's peoplo
receive from Him at the resurroction §

B.img raised up 1n glory, they shall be
openly accepted in the day of judgment, and
made perfectly biessed in the full enjoyment
af God to all eternity. 1 Corinthians xv. 43.
Matthew x. 32. 1 Thessalonians iv. 17.

[Hebrews ix, 28; Matthew, xxv. 34.]

146. Who is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is the third Person in the
blessed Trinity, one in the Godhead with the
Father and the Son, Mathew xxviii, 19,

“ Huary, ramms,” sid the little
innocent with Lis cut fisger, it's leak-
ing."
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XXIstand XXIInd Folumes; 1,152 Pages,
with over 200 Fine Engravngs.

$2,00 n Yearg $1.00 for S$ix Months,
Magazine and, Guardian, or.
Wesleyan $3.60,
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ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.

OUR ILLUSTRATED SERIAL
WILL BE

“The Cruise of H.M.S. *Challenger;’

Voyages over many Seas.  Swenes in inany
Lands”

This cruise, the most important that over
sailed from auy countr,, covered a period of
threo years and a half, and a distance of
69,000 miles,

In the January number will appear Part 1,
of above, together with “CANADIAN
PICT'URES,"” by the Marquis of LorNz,

MR. GLADSTONE AT HOME,

with four fine engravings of Hawarden
Castle and its surroundings. ‘THE ICE
PALACE AT MONTREAL,"” with numerous
engravings of the Palace, Snowshoeing,
Toboganing, etc. ‘*THE MIRACLE Al
NAIN,” by the late Dr. Puxsuox, beauti.
fuly illustrated.

ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.

Among these will be the following .

‘“ HEre AND THERE 1N Eukors,’

"¢ \WWANDERINGS IN SPAIN.”

¢ SAUNTERINGS IN ENXoLAND.”

'*ScENES IN THE GRRMAN FATHERLAND,”

‘“ON TR RBINE."”

‘¢ ALPINEB PIcTURES,”

‘' VENICE FROM A GONDOLA.”

'*\WALKS ABOUT RoME.”

“\WaALKS ABOUT LoxDpox,”

4 IN CLAssic LANDS,”

“ MEXICO AND THE MEXICANS,”

“STUDIES IN THE SouTu.”

 THROUGH THE VIRGINIAS.”

**JAMAICA AAD ITS PEoPLE. "

i Hougs anp Hauxts or TBE Brizism
Porrs™ (Several Papers).

“ MEMORIALS OF THE PRINCESS ALICE.”

“Stupies 1IN CHRISTIAN Biocuwapuy."

{With Portraits and other Illustratiuns.)
A MisstoNaRry Bisuor,” ete.

43" The above wll all be handsomely, and
some of them very copiously, illustrated.

Several other Ilustrated Articles will also
appear.
OTHER ARTICLES.

Among these will be :—* QurposT MrTH.
op1sM IN NEWFOUNDLAND " A series of
narrative sketches by the Rev. George Bond.

4 CHARLES WESLEY, THE MINSTREL OF
MEeTHODISM.” A series of studies of Wesley's
Hymns, lg the Rev. 8. P. Dunn, of Anaa.
polis, N.

“ CHRIATIANITY " and “ScRIPTURR.” By
the Right Hon, W. E. Gladstone,

“ WHAT Tu READ.” . By the Rev, John L.
Withrow, D.D.. Boston, Mass,

“Harr Hou.s 18 A Lunatio Asviuy.”
By Dr. Daniel Clark, Superintendent of tho
Toronto Asylum. Alsoa paperon ¢ Worny. '
By Dr. Clark.

1 Ix A LErer HosriTan,” By Dr. J. E.
Graham,

“ AMoxa THE Rockies,” By Prof, Cole.
wan, Ph.D.

“Ox Music.” By F. H., Torrington, Esq.

ST, ANsELM.” By Rev. Prof.” Badgley.

“ MeuonriALs OF REv. Dr. Ricaez,” By
the Rov, Dr. Lathem.

“*Rgv, DR. DALLINGER'S Famous Lzc.
TURE," otc., etc. .

Principal Nelles will contribute & Paper on
“Ppvacuinc;” and the Rev. Dr. Sexton,
the a.stinguished Scientist, one on ** Scikxor
AND RELIGION."

The graphic ‘‘SkETCHEs o MissioN
Wonxk axoxc THE LowLy,"” by Helen Camp-
bell and by the Riverside Visitor, have been
very popular. Similar sketches will from
time {0 U appus 1,

A corgs o waar forty otler bading min-
istire aud laymn wiil ¢ nin ute o the
M.gezie,

. MAGAZINE PREMIUM FOR 1885,
“BITS FROM BLINKBONNY,"
RY JOHN BTRATHESK,

Is the most attractive ever offered.

It gives a vivid picture of lifo in o Scottish
village nod sketches of Scottish character,
with a rare blending of humor and pathos,
The book is handsomely printod, bound and
illustrated, It will provoke both smiles and
tears, The regulur selling prico is $1.60, It
will be sent post free, as a premium to cach
subseribor of the Methodist Magazine old or
uow, for the merely nominal sum of 40 ceuts,
which is less than tho cost price.

OUR SERIAL 8STORY.

Arraugements for this are not quite com-
plete. It will probably be a stirring tale of
tho early times in Now England, when an
Euglish Colony, entitled ** WiTCHCRAFT
Davg,” describing the strange and thrilling
ovents cunnected with the witcheraft delusion
in Massachusetts Colony.

AF Suwkh o varied and comprehensive an-
nouncement has never bofore been made in
Cuanada,

Some tchools take from two to ton copies,
Sond for special rates to schools to Rev
William Briggs, Methodist Publishing Houss,
Toronto.

TEMPERANCE LITERATURE.

List No. 4.
FIVE GENTS EACH ; BIXTY CENTS I'ER DOZEN,

The Throne of Iniquity. By Rev. A.
Barnes.

‘Will tho Coming Man Drink Wine P
By James Parton, Esq.

The Woman's Crusade—A Novel
Temporance Movement. By Dr

D. H. Mann.

PRICE REDUCED. TEN OENTS EACH.
Active Pity of & Queen. By John
Hall, D.D.

Common Sense for Young Men. By
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher,

Dxl"i_h&cing for Health. By Rev. II. C.

‘1311,

Liboerty and Love.

Ward Beecher.,

Moral Duty of Total Abstinence.
By T. L. Cuyler, D D.

Sciontific Certainties (not Opinions)
About Alcohol. By Rev. H. W,
Warren,

Self-Denial. a Duty and a Pleasure.
Bv J. P. Newmav, D.D.

Strange Children. By Rev. Peter

Stryker.

Tomperanco and the Pulpit. By C.
D. ¥oss, D.D.

The Christian Serving his Glenera-
tion. By Wm. M. Taylor, AM,,
D.D.

The Church and Temperance. By
John W. Mears, D.D., Professor of
Hamilton College, New York.

Tho Evil Beast. By Rev. T. DeWitt

Talmage.

Tho Good Samt.ritan. ByJ. W, Dunn,

DD.
The Impeachmont and Punishment
of Alcohol. By Rev. C. H. Fowler.

By Rev. Henry

Ne?hali_sng theS True Terg eranegie
cripture Science and Experi-
of Scrip James Miller, F.R.S.E.

By David

ence. Iy
Paper, 17cts.
Britain's Social State,
LeWiii‘ . I’npclé §5c§s.
1er ircie.
Tgteuart Vmﬁ:lmn, M.A. Iﬁpcr. 35cts.
Kingswood; or, The Harker Fam-
ily. By Emily Thompson. Paper, 85cts.
The Memperance Pulpit. A series of
sermons, By {ni%sctters of various denomi-
nations. Cloth s,
Retribution. =By Mrs. C. L. Balfour.
Paper, 35¢cts.

By Rev. James

Send for our List of Temperance
Tracts and Pamphlets.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King St. Rast,

TORONTO.
O, W. COATES, 8. ¥, HUERBTIH,
Moutreal, Que.

Blufl!, R.8. /o=



