UNDENOWINATIONALISA.

The Bishop of Chester has replied as follows to an invi-
tation extended to him by the Rev. J. C. Sowerbutts, Wes-
leyan minister. of Heaton Chapel, near Stockport, to preside
over a canference of an undenominational character on mission
work :—

*The Palace, Chester, Nov. 6, ‘g1.—Rev. and Dear
Sir- It is with sincere regret that T am compelled to decline
the invitation with which you have honoured me to predide
over the fercign missionary conference to be held at  the
Wesleyan chapel, Heaton Chapel, near Stockport. 1 need
hardly say that I reverc and glmost envy the missionary de-
votion and enterprise of the various Nonconformist bodies,
but I am deeply convineced that any solid step towards reunion
is impossible on the basis of that cuphemistically termed un-
denominationalism which is, I observe, adopted in your pro-
gramme. 1 regard this undenominationalism, which is at
present the one State-paid religion in the country, as the great
imposture of our day, the offspring of an unhallowed alliance
hetween bal lagic and warse theology, the youngest pretender
to rcligious supremacy, the smooth-faced minion of a design-
ing sccularism. At Stockport just now, in the aotorious casc
of the industrial school, it is revealing itself in its truc character
as the patron of religious intolerince and bigotry.  With the
stupendous exception of the Roman Catholic claim there is,
perhaps no more formidable obstiacle to the reunion of Christ-
cidom than thiz Frankenstein evoked by our ceclesiasticopol-
itical empiricism.  Noris it casy to sce how missionary zcal
cam lang sunvive the influence of a system which slowly, per-
faps. but surcly. takes all the color out of religious belief.
But the undenominational  character of the conference is not
my ondy difficulty. The circular you were good enough to
seid me scems to assume what has heen aptiy termed the theory
of *nalvehurchim” - From this, too. | must respeetiully, but
Srmly stowd aloof. 1 cmnet belicve that the problems which
veX us are to he solved by substituting for the ancient idea of
anc Foly Catholic Church the novel conception of a practic-
adly unlimited aggregation of perpetually <ub-dividing religinus
wiganizations, | his s, indeed, to propose an *cirenicon * by
the corruption of a workl and an idea  in conclusion, let me
again assure you of my genuine and enthusiastic respect for



