
The Bishop id*(ee lias replicd as follow~s to anl invi-
tation cxeddto ini by tilt ev J. C. Soiwcrbuitts, Wcs-
leyan inis.ter-. of 1 leaton Cliapel. ucear Stockport, to prcside
f)% cr a conference of ani wndenoniiinational charactcr on mnission
'vork,:

Th1e Pala;ce, Chiester, Nov. 6, 9.-c.and Dear
.Sir -It i., ivith sincere regret that 1 ain compellcd to dccline
the invitation ivith wvhich voit have hionourcd me to predicle
oi-Cr the fercigîî inissionary conférence to bc hcld at the

Xclanchapel, 1 leaton Chapel, nlear Stockport. 1 nccd
ha.-rdlv sav thiat I rcvcrc and rnost cnvy, the iinissionary (lc-

votion and enterprise of thc varions Nonconformist bodies,
but 1 ain deeply coniviniced thiat any soli d stcp toivards rcuîiion
is imnpossible on the b.sis of thiat cuiphcmristically tcrmced un-
denoininationalisrn wvhich is, 1 observe, adoptcd in your pro-

"rMmein. Iregard this unidenoinaii-tionlisrlitn, wvhicl is at
Prcst-it tilt ont St.itc-paid religion ini the country, asth Uc grcat
imposture of our day, the ofrigof an unhallowed alliance
bctiecnl ha 1 log-ic and wvorsc thcology, the voungc.st prctcnclcr
to rtiioilur-mc.t -smoothi-f.iccd million of a design.
inig secitlarisrn. At Stockport just noir-, iii the notorious casc
of t'it: indu.,triai scoo. is rc,' calingf itsclf ini its truc character
ai- tit patron of religionus initolerantce aînd bigotry. Witl the
stiuendotus exception of the Roan.-i Catholic daimi. thecrc is,

jîrasno mnore foirmnidable obstacle to the retinion of Christ-
vncloni thlan this rnkesti cvokcd by oitrcclesiasticopol-
itical cnipiricisni. Nor is it casy: to sce hoiow missionarv zeal
can long sur% ive tiu iniiluenice ofI a system %% hicli sloivl _. per-

:,as. ut ure.t;îkts ail tic color out of religious bclicf.
Blit ithr u:koiinicalcliaracter of tilt coinfecict is not

ni%- onhv "il'lir.*Fe circular -%ou wvere gond ciiougli to
'~ic send% b asi.NIlcl X-liat 1. lihcuil :iptlv tcrme< tilt tlîeorv

poh pvclur-clî ;ni. Froni tlis; tn. 1 nîlust respect:fu1lly. but
o.riiilv ,-tanîd ;lo f.Ic;uîniot l>dievec tlat tilt pro>ens wvhicl

,.UN uis art tei lhe nol zd' 1w sutilttiing, for tilt alicicîît idca of
ne* lc-u U:dî litlîrclî tilt invcl conception of a practic-

it inliîtcd cg'attitn of ;re.llsucivdnrciis
-tIi i;ut ln-:s. 1 luis is. inclecd. to propn.-ie ;ln cirenficon -bi
"rcoirruplicln cif a1 'vorldi anld ali idea i n conclusion, let ne
;g I:assuIreu * I ny% geuiie a-nd cuîuiti as-i;tic respect for


