
9 -In one of thase staruling effusions te
m1lich Mr. Rudyard Kipling, %vith tuncon-
scious humor no dcuubt, applies tie nis-
icadiig manlle cf pocnuis, a dcescription is
given cf liow a bard cf the ricolitlictic
a-te equalized accounits with ]lis prinuitive
rivals, by the unrayand Tsîrkish prc.-
ess of takzing their lives. He says:

SU I si[ripîcdei iîici, %calp froni S1,111, andi m.»
liutiino-.doius (cd fuit,

Aîld fticîr tc%îhli* ilîrendclosi caiy on a thong,
Afisi 1 viped iny inotsuli .iîd saisi, Il Tt is irclI ilia

thcy arc (leai,
Fosr I Luistw nîy Nvark st riolit aîîsl ibeirs î

wironiW
]w surî Toiem sawv the sliatine--from hlis rig.c.puie

.11ruc lic raille,
Aitit lie luls! Ill ini % visigin of the iiglhu
Thcrc 3rN Iiite and! eixîy %%- tir cainsîrîmcting

trilmai l1ys,
Andi C%,Cry singl ic 'îc i enu as riîî."

Tllosc delectaible ra usi ngs frein ri
2<mllpis ha-ve thecir tise, a not toc coinuion,

ev-ent widîi Mr. Kipling's, by ~'way. TIhe
assertion as ta the great nuniber cf
inethods; by w'hicli things iuerary niay bc
donc adimits of a generil application. No
une Who Ila-s takien Ille -smlallcst accounit

ut thc nurnerous and glaring niistalcs;
cuinitted by tic critics, silice their trade

%is invenied, vill faiil ta perceive the
weity mieral of Illesîn I t is net lon-

since ArcIideacon Farra r covered several
pages of tic Forum, wvith .1n artisticgroup.
i%î of tlle nulistakes cf the critics, and lie
by neo incans c.xba.ustcd UIc list. Ili îiiis

tenuiiierationi,, c :arc told, for exaniplc, hoir
Htorace W~alpole calcd Dante 11extrav-
agant, absurd, disgîstiîîg; liowv Saînu1ci

lesEsq., (lie of thc diary) iliou,.«î.t
Othello '% a men tliing;" Ilow ain enment
cornenîpry dcscribed 'iion's sarto
Magna, as tie '%silliest cf priîted books;'
and sa on, throu-fh instince after instance.
llc know liow public opinion aîîd criticiin
di<Tkred as ta the %vortlu of tic productions

iust nanicd. Who, îîaw would darc afrîrnu
ik-t public opinion "'as wron«.? I t
i> fact. fiat public opiniMn anil

criticil opinion seclcmi agrc. The1
reason is net ditTicult tu dketovcr. A feuw
cf those blunlder:s for whi<ii criticissni has
become so flatorious, arc sufficient, 10 showv
that Ruskin spoke with absolute îruth,
whien lie said, "a, bad critie 15 probably
one of the niost mischievious persons in
the icrld.l» Long before Archideacon
Farrar is donc with; lus lengthy irriin-
nment of tie critics great and sîniail, we fe
Jikc cryin.g out with the Totem of Kipling's
tuneful savage:

*"'itrc tic fine andi sixs>* nays ut constructing
tUIlalIP)F

And «Mcr AnRgle unc Wf ilhcn is riglit."ý

I.iterairy criticisn, as it is nio% practiced,
is fir too viricd a.id extensive an affair 10
admit of being discussed in -i feiv lpara-
graphis. It is -tn unsleepiîig I3riaretis of

manàly hands Scrawla over incw.spaî,er,
jounalan maazie.Vol uties arc devoted

ta it and cveîî libraries of volumecs. For
evrv tell whc read those books oi criti-
Cisnul, se.,rcely a single o ne permîes hIe
works of which tUîey trcat. Thlîy*rn
freil sanie oîhcr orte3s vcssl* iinstead cf
Càoinu, to the sprintg for tlk,îîsçclvs. Noiw,
inasnitichi as the destruction of Ai printed
cri! icisnui wculd have a twndency ta makce
readers deàl with original vw-orks instcad of
depending, upon tic opinion fornied by
others of suchi books, 1 arn certainî it --ould
be a blessing il tUi mass or criticisnm were
forîhwvith consigned ', h vi ters of 1 Xthc.
*Tlic duly rccorded jud-minents of a few
criiics nuighî bc, and, indecd de.<ervc to be,
retained and treàsured, but. it wlvi bc ob-
served that those resmrvations ire
rare when I add thiat they slîould bce x-
cilisivoly the nmature devisions of persons

iu arc critics in UIc j>roper scnlse of Ille
terni ; thaât is 10 Say, îhoe whIo atre literary
educators and iprofessorç of litcrtîic Witil
a class whichi ciL.races the: whole readin,
conmunity. 1 eotuld not iindertake to stale,
%vithotit more tinie fhan 1 can it, pîrescrit
devote ta t.hink, UIl Inellcs of thlose now
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