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Lct us pass in revicw a few of the trces nicntiotied
by Shakespearo ;-hc was always at honte in the
w.oods, of thcsc hie ncvcr tires, in the woocds hoe lays
soifle of his miost adMire(I and poetic sccncs. Spond-
ing his youth in the ancient and glorious forest
shadcs of WVarwickshire, and rcturning to theni lifter
his London life, no Nwonder thiat trccs biohi a place se
distinguishced iii bis iinîagory. It %vas under the
bouglis of imiiuorial forest nionarchis that bis im-
agination found cariost nurture, and,no plcasurc thiat
we cani concciv'c as concurrent with bis cclining-
years cati have ecceJcd the calii delîghit with whiclh
lie trod the sbadcd patbhways %%vlîcrcin hie had gathor-
cd bis first impressions of the beauty of nature, and
tasted the dccp joy of ineditation. Not on>? %wcr
the grand oid trocs a daily spctacle during bis boy-
hood ; hoe was miuch alone wvith theni, as wVitlî Most
other elcrncnts of wild naiture, and thus pcculiariy
open te thicir -..iflucnce. I-lis walkhs wcre iii sccnted
mecadowvs, wherc lie would hocar no voices but those
of the birds, and by thle snîiooth and lilicd river, frorn
wvhich hce wotuld change to the green recesses of the
forests. No other sconcs wcerc at bis coniniand, save
in the village, an(1 cvcn here the prevailing condition
wvouid bc one of traniquility. But wc must not think
of Shakespeares forcsts fromn the wvoodlands of to-day,
svheat nowv grows upon înany a broad acre, wvbich,
when Shakespeare wrotc, was covercd with timber,
magnificent aborîginai forest, the like of whichi iii
Engiand can nover be seeni agalin. Many of thc trocs
now so comiiion in England that the), sceni ind igenous
-the birch, for cxamiplc, and the Loinbardy popiar
had nlot been introducod, and even tho sycaniore and
the Norway spruce wcre known oilly in private plez-
sure grounds.

Sbakcspcaro's forest conisistcd of treos such as had
giveli sheitor to Caractacus, and the grcat miass of
thcm would bc majestic. Trocs suchi as tîxese muust
bc thoughit of, wlien wc wvould undcrstand in what
kind of school Shakespeare icarnced bis forcst lessons.

0f thc many bcautiful scenes laid by Shakespeare
in the quiet of great %woods and forests, the niost
charming arc those iii the illidsitiiicr) Niglïs Drcaxi
and in As Yom Like I. The chief part of tho action
in cadi oftlioso iiitclclss pieccs lies amid trocs; and
it is worth noting that it is iii these two that Shak-es-
peare nîost wins upon tlîe heart that dclights in peace.
Nowherc are we nourishicd more oxquisitely by bis
humanc, and dulcet wisdoin than* when listening to
hini among the trcs which bore"4 love songs on thecir
bans ":-

"Are flot these Woods
"M]ore frev front perdl thau tie enviaus court?
"Hlere feel wcbtthei penalty ofAdt,
IlThe sesons difièrence, as the icy rang,
4* And churlish cbidiang of the wintcr's wind,

«Wihwhen it bite% and blows upon iMy body?

Evea tili 1 sbirink with cold, I sinile, aîîd say
Tihis is no flattery ; these are coutisellors
"rîat feiigly persuade mne wbat I atn,
"Siect are lthe uses of adversity,
"Wbich, like the toad, ugly aitd venoinous,
"Wcars yet a precious jewet iii his licad,
Atitl titis our life, exenipt frot publie hatei,

"Fiiuis totigues ina trees, books in tic ruuniug brooks,
Sernions iii stones, and goudl iii cverytbing."

\'hat a nmaster of our languagc ! let nie ask you to
note tlîo chiaring alliteration in the two Iast lines

"4Tolttes-trees; Bocks-brooks; Set tnous--stonies."
Of trocs, Shakespeare mentions the oaik, %willow,

ycw, aspen, litiden, hawvtliorn, box, holly, bircli, ash,
cliii, eider atnd the sycaniore. E vcry country lias its

forest tnonarchi," in Iinglandl titis proud title is riglit-
fully accordcd to the oak,, whlîi in associations as
wecll as figures and attributes owvns no rival. Many
circunistances contrîbute to titis supromacy. The
total nunibor of rcfcrenccs to the oak by Shakespeare
appears to bc tliirty-oiio,-excluiding the repetitions
ini the jk,'Wives of II"iinaior, twcenty-four. No
other troc is iiieîtiolied so oftcn, and thus, upon his
owln showing, it wvas his fiavourite ; though we must
liot forget tîlat the oak bias iii ail ages lhcld a front
place ini xuctaýIîor, thé various names under wvhich it
appears dcnoting several spocios flot Britishi.

Shakespeare refers freqttontly to the prodigîous
strenigthi and soiidity of the oak ; iniiiiiiis Ctesar %vc
have

1I have seen tenipests wbcn the scoldiug winds;
Have rived the kaîotty oaks."

in "Measure for Measure " :-

IlMerciful beavens!
"Thou rather, witli thy sharp) and suiphurous bolt,
"Split'st the unwedgeahle and gnarledl oak,
"Tan the soft myrtle."

Acorns, the fruit of the oakz, arc mentioncd upon
hali-dozen occasions ; Il 1 found hinm," says Celia,
Ilunder a trcc like a droppcd acorii,"-Rosalind is
ready for ber, and replies z-

IlIt may well be called Jove's tree, when it drops fortb
sucla fruit."

Aithougyli so îuuch historical and lcgendary lore
have clustcrc-d round the oaki, yct scarcely any men-
tion is made of this by Shakespeare. The Iegcnd of
Herne thet Hwdpier, which seerns to have been current
at WVindsor, is several tirnes alludcd to in the I "Mrry
Wives of Wiindsor.

'Mrs. Page says z-
Il Thtre is au old tale goes, that Herne the Hunter
Some tine a keeper bere in WVindsor Forest,
I>oth in the wiuiter tinte, at stilt iidnight,
WVaIk round &bout au oak, with great rugged boras,
Ard there he lasts thet bees, and takes the cattie,
Andr nakes inilch-kine yield blood, and shakes a chain,
in a most hideoits and drtadful manner;
Vou have heard of sch a spirit; and well you ktîow,
The superstitious idie-headed eld
Recei%%ed, sud did deliver to ourane,
This tale of Herne tie Huater for the truth.


