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POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS.—No. 6.

FAIRIES.
Nr Dawson,

S1r,—The fairios ave a race of boings, whether
wmortal or not, and whethor they inhabit tho oarth or
air, I cannot say. that are more wondcrful than even
Gulliver's Lilliputians. 1 bavo often scon the man,
that saw tho man, that saw them; but I never had the
pleasure of socing them myself. Tho most authentic
information that 1 Lav. hLad, represonts them asa
merry littlo poople, clothed in groon coats, nhabiting
Little green hills, commonly called fairy hitlocks.—
About these, in moonlight n.ghts, they are froquently
sean, fisking and dancing; some one of tho famnuly,
or live, whech shall  calln, playing the fiddle. From
this trait in thair character, one would expoct thal
thoy were an inoftanewve raco : but no, they ate a set
of mischievous little bodies as ever one had any thing
to do with. Even in their merry-making, they dehight
sp tricks. Ibavo heard of a man who wont to sco
them in & frolic, and who, by stopping thore what he
concoived but an hour or two, found on his reaching
howe, that they had unconscioualy kept hima yoar.
To detail all the freaks of the famres, would fill a vo
Jume as big as Robmson Crusce. I shail only select a
fow of thom, and these not tne most wonderful, in case
people do not bolieve me.

Bany a decent, honest man has lost a good, dutiful,
and well-fashioncd wife, by the fairies. True they
would give him snother, but such an one as would
not excito the envy of his neighbor; she would bo a
nib-a-wae, eater-cap, ora cankered body, that thero
is scarce such a thing as living with.  This happened
during the accouchment of the good woman., To pro.
vent this, it was common among the superstitious, to
go three times round the bed with a hghted candle,
repeating a prayer at overy round, and laymg the
bible ucder her head. These precautions were not
necessary after the woman’s gowg to church, as the
fairies had no tore power over her for that time.
They likewiso stole, or rather exchangedinfants; when
this happened, they put 3 shargarn 1's place. Tlus
I think 1 one of thoir own offspring, and corresponds
in character to the wife thoy replaced, being diminu-
tive and cross. The moans used to prevent thus, has
cscaped my memory; but the danger is over when
tho child is bapuized; and T have hittle doubt but this s
the cause of infante being christened so young where
superstition prevails.

The brute creation ie not exempt from their male-
volent attacks; cattle boing elf-shot, happenming fro-
quantly. This is a wound inflicted without any per-
focation of the skin, by a triangnlar picce of ffim
winch 1 have often 3een, but which I supposed to be
a nussile used in warfare before the invention of guns;
tha carefully preserving one of these is an antidete,
and divests tho fairies of their art in this respect.

As [ do not think it would 1end to any good to ex-
pose more superstilious observancas 2t this ime, par-
ticularly as I may have broached work enough for
myself, and perhaps exhausted the patience of some
of your readers, I shall briag tho serias to a close.

Iintended giving my name now, but as ¢ A Coun.
tryman’’® bas not given his, I shall as usual remain,

. Yours,

Reapectfully,

Avices Veritaris
Colchestor, June 1237,

{ror Tue nre)
M Dawson,

S1r,—This is not an ansuer to ** A Countrvman's”
socoad communication; it is only gwing the reason
why 1 have not answered it, and to mako soaic pas-
sing observations thereon,

1 wrota as the friend of truth, snd as s champion
of ersor has oot thought proper to combat upon the

nold matked out by me, (which was candor,) 1 now
decline the contost; particulatly as he has summoned
a host of old wives, as hois pleased to call thom, to

language ashesays ! did. [Iacknowledgea challongo
to the witchee; but tho old ladws [ respact too much
to make the one and the other synonymous terms.

1 would now obsetrve that 1 have not scon as great
nonsonse, so well written, sinco the days of John Gil-
pin.  Had not ** A Countryman®’ told us that he was
i oarnost, all would have consulered it a joke, and
laughed at it as I have done; but now they shake their
icads and say, ¢ Whata cutwus figute superstition
makes when it meots with vamty,””

Tho degree of guilt attached to us on account of
ignorance, is something propottioned to the means of
mformation wo have access to. Iad ** A Country-
man’? stud’sd his Theological Dictionary more closaly,
I think he would not speak of Deism as he does; bul
as his conscienco seoms to be tender upon tho puint,
I shall for his ir.formation, soy, that a Deist 13 one
who oither doubta or denies that the scripturos are a
rovelation from Heaven, and not a differing 1n opinion
as to whether there 1s good ground in thom for be~
lieving in dead Lights or not.  All those unacquainted
with science conceive 1t to be enveloped in impona-
trable mystery ; and thoy wish all who are so creduious
as to believe theny, to be improssed with the same
wlea. Thoso whose meota! optics arc exercised, know,
that science anl suporstition are just such a contrast
as light und darkness. Ifthey were persouiticd, you
would see Scier.ce ascending an emuence, carrying
with him such iustiuments as a telescopo, a barome-
ter, a quadrant, compassos, &c., and with them de~
taonstrating to Lus own sausfaction, and that of othors,
the elevation he has attained to, tie weight of the air
at that olevutioa, the lautudo he wasin, &e. If you
were (o ask hun about optics, ho would tell you that
all might be mote or less acquainted with them, as
overy one was posscssed of the means. As some
seemed to doubt of this, he said, who among you has
a looking glass to shave at, which shows the faco
notexactly wbero it is, this is reflection, and the mir-
ror is a reflector. 1f you put a strasght stick ina pool
of water, ‘t appears crooked; and every time you see
a rainbow, an optical llusion is presented to you; and
if you would be at a little pains to become aequatnted
with this branch of my busingss, the causoe of tius you
would seo cleasly.

Now look at Supersition ancaking away into some
gloomy recess, muttering someincantation if ho neets
any one to counteract the effeet of o bad eye, witha
charm sewed into the wasstband of his trousers, brand-
g any old woman he sees, with wrinkles in her face,
with the bandsomne epithet of a witch, sometimes hig
hair etanding erect from the appearance of some hob-
goblin of his own creating, and finding fault wah any
onc who 6ays it is a deception. Fram the manner in
wluch they acted, it was evident they both wished to
propagate theig own opintons; and when they met, you
would have been amused to hiear their arguiments,—
but as I have not now time to give you it all, ¥ shall
Just tell you what passed at parting.

Superatition had quoted o good many texts of scrip-
turo, and he said it would give him satisfaction, if
Science would support what he had said, in the same
way? Well to pleaso him, Scicnce said, ** And the
times of this ignorance God winked at, but now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent.

Ise:d when B began to write these strictures on
superstition, that I would not shrink from controversy
if truth was clicited thersby: now 1 think one truth
at least is brought to hght, i. e. that suporstition is
more popular and more provalent than many were

aware of.
Yours,

Respectfully,
Avices VeriraTis.

Jaoe, 1837,

Ins assistanco. 1 have no recolloction of using such |

CANADA POLITICS.

ATFAIRS OF CANADA, AND THE MINISTERIAL
BILL.
From Tait’s Edinburgh Magazine, for Apnl, 1837,

A strugglo bas commenced between the
British Ministry and Canada, which, uniess
conciliatory measures be adopted, und some
rash steps be retraced, can terminate only in
one way—the separation of that colony, as
well as ull the other North American colonies,
from this country. Afier the experience the
people of Britutn had, sixty years ago, of the
tssue of the contest between the old American
colonies and the mother country, and the
wore recent oxamples of the Spamish settle-
ments i South America, we think they cught
seriously to coustder whether they will waste
therr treasuseand  their blood 1 a dispute, in
whiich victory will bring nesther advantage nor
honour, while defeut will be attended with
mortification and disgrace.  Nor is that defent
hkely to be disiant or uncertaine The firss
Congress sn the old colontes, on account of the
grievances ansing from the British government,
was hield in New york in 1765 ; and on the 4th
of July 1776, the independence of the United
States was declareds When that struggle
commenced, the inhabitants of the States] did
not exceed two mithions, and they wore sup-
pused to be unfit to become soldiers; yetina
few years, they defeated, in numerous pitched
battles, the best troops of Britain, veterans who
had distinguished themselves in the Continen-
tal wars. The grievances of which the Cana-
dians complain are, at least, as great as those
of the old colomsts.  All that 1he British go-
verniment attempted with them tas to raisé
taxes within the colonies hy the act of the
British legislature, for the purpose of defraying
the expense curred in thetr own defence s
and no complamts existed—or, at least, were
much felt, or loudly expressed—as to the ad-
miuistration of their anternal governments.
In some of the colonies, such as Connecuicut
and Rhode Island, indeed the people enjoyed
so uncontrolled an independence i the regula-
tion of their local conceras, thatthe rovolution
did not render necessary the slightest altera-
tion in the forms of their ndwinstration. One
of these cnlonics retains, even 1o this day, the:
charter ot Charles I, a5 its system of stare
government; ard gnother parted with the
Roynl charter, for a constitution of its own:
making, only in 1818. At thebeginning of the
quarrel, as has now been ascertamed beyond
doubt, the old colonists had uot the shghtest
intention of scparating from Britain; and it
wasouly in the struggle, when the inferiority of
regular troops to bandsof freemen, fired with
a sense of their wrongs and determmed to as-
sert their liberty, became apparcut, that the
hope of creating an independent state—un-
tramiuelled by the hase and selfish aristocracy
which blunts the energies and weakens she
resources of European states—arose, and was
so triumphnatly reahized.

Lower Canada s by far the most important
of our North American colomcs, both as re-
gards population and trade; and whatever
course the raling ohgarchy of this country (for.
both factions, Whig and Tory, seem to make
common cause in oppressing her) force Canada
to take, will soon be followed by all the rest.
In 1832, the population of these colonies was
as follows :—

F.ower Cannda, 539,824
Upper Canada, 211,507
New Brunswick, 72,943
Nova-Scotiaaod Cape Breton, 142,548
Prince Fdward’s Island, 32,202
Newfoundland, 50,058

At present, the population, from its rapid
incrense in new countrigs, and hie nunther of

emigrants who have arrived from Eurape,



