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fiThon why nlot irait tilt tlien 7" saiti Olivia, ini
a lcw anti faltring Volces as if eble already anti-
cipateti the reply.

IlTriflo flotivith nme, dcarcst.," ansivered ieh;
"yen know that in tbree days I leavo Spain with

despatches for the King. Tite Prince bas chosen
me to carry thora Io Lngand, undi I cannot es-
plain to Jura tire reai causeo or rny reluctance.
1 snus!go : aïf Iow an I go ivithont putting it
beyoud the powver of fate to rob mei of yoit?
Ilow cai -,va toil wbat mensures your father may
adopt te indue you to accept the liusbandt lic
lias cbosen ror you V"

IlAnd do Yoit doubt My trutbl' saiti Olivia,
raising ber ey-es ta ber liccs face ivith a look
that would have cabacti the seul of Othollo.
But Listowel dia flot doubt. lIe hll Icarneti to
know that dcath on the eue biandi, anti the crown
of Spain on the alther, ivonît never have tempteti
Olai to break lier pligbteti faitb. Assurance
on this point was flot big abject.

"4Doubt you, dearest? ne I' lie ansivereti.
"But strange tbirgs are donc in titis country.
rathers have iinlimited power, anti somectimes
but few scruplcs liom tbey usa it. Dcarest, you
must bo mine beo~re I loave Matiridi. If note I
cannot go in pence--I Cannot go nt tilt.Ye,
lie passienatel>- exclnimed, IlI ivill forfeit evrery-
thingi-dnty, frientis, prospeect,-ratber thian
leave yen, ness you are irrevocably mine."

Five short weeks before, anti Olivia bal nover
seen Sir Edward Listowei. Ife ivas noir master
of lier wbolo soul; tho>- hall met dail>-. Tite
bolles hie ball beit out cf bis conversion serveti
tbe double purposo of a pretext for tiiese frequent
interviews, anti a voit that preventeti Ola froin
discovering, ntif tOO late, the real state of lier
felings. Long before she baid gainei, ns shede-
voutiY boletas a soul for beuavene lier fate iras
sealed. Sfic lovat ivith a fixed unit>- or feeling,
andi overfloiving tcndernes, sncb as cal>- a seul
Mek bers Coulti feel. Andi if tbe trne thaf. hall
sabliceti te effect all titis iras short, rernerber,
goutte reutder, tient trne, must net be reckoaed
b- intimerais on]>-. The events ofra day not un-
frequent>- change Uhe current of a lifetime; anti
the feelings of years are sometimes compresseti
into co boures intense sensation.* Weil for yen
if yen bave nover known tbc truth cf this 1

The irork of proselytisin now iront forwvarti ra-
piidly, andi ber full confession cf irrepressible love
iras matie, as she fond>- believed, te a Roman
Catholic. Stijl thero ivere inan>- obstacles te
surmount, and, but for that mission to Englanti,
sho xnight haro lireti te look back upon these
mnoonliglit interviews as a roznantic eplisetie cfbser
girlisb days. But ber lorer's arguments wcre
not altoectber grenndlclss, ber faith wit b im iras
implicite ber fatiier iras sternannd unapproachable,
and thefleivers ]iatd blossomet i any trnes avoir
the grave cf tic inother irbo migbit blave savcd
ber.

The>- ivero priratel>- iarricti. Tire days after-
Frards, Listewei informeti bis bride that the
journe>- te Englanti ias inticflnitely postisoncdi.
Even the calious heurt cf titis folloiver cf Buck-
ingbama vras toucheti b>- Uic delirious je>- with
wbich site ircicornet bis words, anti a sharps
though transient pang, of unavailing remorso
matie him alruost shrink frora ber fond exabrace.

About tbis trne tho portrait wua begun.
Velasquez did net kacir iro the lady iras irbo
ctsme secrot>- te sit te lime, and, satisrled with
biaving te paint one cf thc beveiiest faces thut
artist avoir transforrma te canivas, diti net inquiirc.
ItI ià cal>- a buad," seliloquise theUi great mas-
ter, ilbut it is worthyeof imnortaiity, andiit sball
bhe ic lnest croation that ever passeti freont ni
ponciv.

IlWlîat a radiant creaturefl" lic exclairnet, a
ho stoed gaziag on bis unflnished iverk co day
towrads tic heur lie expecteti ber visit. deWbat
a noble breiv? What aglorieus spirit lighting
up thc ibole centtence? Whbat lire anid
brilian>- in those oyesI This must bc love-_
and a love smniled mpon b>- FortuncYn

IlThe expression cf UIeceyes iras less bright
to-ay," theuglst the painter, as ho contempisted
thc progress cf the picturo after thc sitterwias
gonc. I diai net rnuch parcive it at Uic tiexe,
but I Copicti dose>- the expression that trait
tber, and certain>- the countenanco is a littie
cloudeti. IL ma> have been rrsy fiaiît-, phaps

it iras my eyes thiat irere dima. At ail erents I
mviii be ver>- careftil next time."l

Pninstakiag anti careful indeeti lie ivas; but
tbc chatnge ivas nowv beyoîîd a doubt. IL %vas
perceptible as sfic sat, and stili more 3e in thle
pbortrait.

IlTite character cf tîis pioce is aI foring visib>-,
tiionglit the artist. "4At one tirno I t àouglit, l.
ivoîid have been bire unost radiant creature îny
art lias avoir cnibodieti ; but lb. vill îlot bc se nowv.
It is beautiful stili, pcrhips more beautiful thait
orer, but the expression is saldcned axîd sub-
dued."'

Andti lîs if. ias, tbroiigi faitlîftilly ccpying
tlîc oes cf Donna Olirin, tint tiiose cf tire por-
trait greir satider anti sadiler day b>- day, until
tlîey woro bluat, look cf mouraifil desoltion se
censpicacus ia thera stili. fiers Nras the bitterest
grief cf aIl, more bitter than tlie grief cf tue bride
%vie lias lest ber love while lier faitli mas stili
whlî in f uni-ma lim Whe fls p)ased avay imi
Uie flasit andi the hopte cf youtfi, like an alir but
just bogua, the cliords ceasing te vibrate wml e
their tonte ivas sweetest. Sfio mas beginiing to
doubt ber luusbitids truth andi love.

Soou arter tiroir marriage hot began te tire cf
bue perpietuai lîypccrisy accssary te sustain lier
belief in luis conversion. The tirst nmoment tîjat
a doubt cf this crosseti lier mind vras îuorlaps the
bitterost in lier life. It is dibiculit fur lis te renhize
the exclusive spirit cf Roman Catholicisme anti
tbc edinra associateti iib tire ver>- traîe cf liere-
tic in the breast cf a Spaniard, anti above ail, a
Spanisli lady-cf that age. In Olîria's case, re-
ligion hll been the ouI>- cbject lier feelings hll
fetiupen, until abe liaidscnListoivel. Evea flic
loe noir paramont in bier heurt liati been entivi-
ncti vitb religions tboughts -nti auxieties, anti
reacetid ifs climax iviti lier lover's conversion.
The revuisien cf feeling ivas terrible, anti te atit
te lier miscry she couli liard>- rcsist flic convic-
tion tînt lie lînti pînycti the hypocrite. IlButno;'
sise repeateti, Ilho is tee noble andît, truc te
lite acteti itis. Ie thouglut lie lielicrcd. lie
iras blindeil b>- lus love for mecl"

MWlîntevcr thai love niit, have been, it seca
hecamne tee apparent iliat it ne lonuger exerciseti
sucl nu ail-pebent influence, Ile hocame irrita-
ble anti imnpatient vienever sic urgeai bte sub-
ject cf religion, anti in lis tieat wouiti sounetirnes
sa>- things ibat stabicti lier te the heurt. The
P>rinces visit iras dramring te a close, anai Liste-
ire] began te talk of returning mrîbb lîim, anid te
urge tire nocesit>- cf dclbrring the nnnouncement.
cf ilueir marriage for seine monîlis. Stranges te
sa>-, altliougl Donna Olivia keceni>- felt the insulte
site diti net rescrit it. flerence prend spirit ivas
crushetliandibrokoen. Sue liatistakedti pon a
cast, andi heurt, ]tope, anti cncrgy, irere lest te-
gether.

Stijl site coultiscarcely-belicre thnthlerlunsband
ne0 longer loveti lier. Il When I recail irbat. bc
lias saîid on itis veiy spot, if. is impossible. 1
hlave becenue depresseti ant ianxiouts about ]lis
conversion, anti se look nt bbings in a glen>
higlit. Net love mue 1 It is impossible lue shouiti
net. 1 msvili cerne te a full nndersbandiiîg with
lîim ibis night about titis Eniglish voyage. If 1
tio net go iviith bias 1 shall liever lire te sec li
ngain.1

Tfiorc ias a. patli arclucti in tvitli trellisivork,
tint bcntbeueaib the c1unsbering vineC, a pati i tt
led te a grotte whlic a hittle fountain siiarled
anti playeti in tic moonlight, dear te Oiiria's; me-
molys ôfien sincet. Site ]iatd lirst listeîîcd in that
spot te lier liusbandis voirs cf efernal love; anti
irben irouadet te icart b>- ]bis ncglecf, tii-
tirer bil slic gene te recali tire looks anti tones
cf fiappier trnest, lioping against hope striviag
in Uic recollection cf île hast, te disheliere tic
pmrsent_ Sise ias rraiting fer hira iliere.

I Ipossibles" saiti lie, ini ansuver te lier tren-
bliag apport]. "The negotiabions iib tlîe
Spanish Court irear nu tnfarourable aspect The
Prince aus ivitheut Lis bride, anti if. is impossible
ferme te -tclaowiedge a mnarriaige wn-il, eue cf
tire bitterest eppenrents cf Uic whie sclieme. Ne;
sai>, Clivia, unti! Uic Infanta camnes te Englanil,
tien avoir our union, anti cerne tiver in hiersuite
te join e 

Tliat mviii nover lise Edirart. Hoe k;, as 1 si,
-wu I said to yen Uic first day,ý =rPxet-ho is a
heretie. Tbey mvii nevcr comae togethea."

IlAccurseti be tlîe Word 1") saisi Listoiol, wieo
iras latterly strangel>- irritable wlieiievcr luis irif.,
toticlti tpon the subjeet cf religion. "illerotie,1ns yent Calt linr, tbe Infainte wotlti be ont>- co.
glati te licol bîiser in lier net, anti Doii Pliif fi1,
lîimself ivotili renotînce bta l'Pape anti ait lus
%vorlis te cult tbc P'rinîce cf WiVles brothler."

"lBe it se or nlot," sad>- itn,uered Ol'ivia, Iltilt
match il bc brok*exi off'. Edward, 1 nînst go
mitît yen. flair can 1 beur titis coîuceatnîetit,
which ci-en noir preys tipuei une St> lrail>-, irfit
yoîî are goîle? Doyen tl:lr.k 1 cotîld lire'!"

"tg IL isrifd ant i vicked, Ofiria," rotuîrnoti lie,
"te tait. tîtus cf the CtleS cf ae fCw 1110îîthie~ sapf-

rationi. It la abuoliely necessary fiiat 1 siiotlti
rot urn alerte to Englaîid, but yen cuir fulleur nie
ere long."

cA feir nontts! t sliah uierer lire te se thocu
mnties ii Spain, Edirard. Cati it hit brue,-is it
possible bluat yoii are milling te Icare nie, tfîat
>you wi3iî it? Oh, nu>- litisbanit 11" sfic exclaiined,
fontil> clinging te ii l "say that yenu mvil txku
me ivibli yen f"I

Listowvoi's repl>-, as lie sliratik f.orn lier oua-
linice, iras coucliet ii tfîe coldest ternis. Se truc
is i. iliat urben !ve lias passoti %way, tilt etidar-
moents that once fhriilled btougli tire ver>- seuf
hecorne absolutl- reptignant. Ofîria felt tire
gesture even more than the words it nceonipanied.
Ail thte slimrbering pnie cf the iîoarb. lit baill
trataplet iouo burst forth into life -at vigotîr.
Tite imnpulse iras transiter>-, but it imluassieiicti lier
whld hein-g for Uic momnent, aud, startiug te fier
feet, sue oxcimed,-

"IThon lîear mc, sir, 1 teiii go ivitît yen. If you
are se lest te ailu sonse cf flaotteur andi lumanitv-
I urif ni pll te tlîe Prince cf Wafes. Ice shah
litar my> stery, lIe wvill toll me -Yliitr tic ie
cf-"

"lIfe mvii tell yoîî, madame," ititerrupteti Li.
toîvel, cornpressîng ]lis fin-y nt tii tireat inte uet
sacer a tiivil might tiave oîrvied, Illie mvili toll yoii
thai yous au-cniuo My lu-bt?! Ie wuill fell yeî ieint
I -ai already> inarrieti 1"I

For a few secondts Oliria, stooti spcecfîless anti
monoîess. Then came thme terrible, dissonain.
sereara cf luunan agon>- tluat passes lîran ci-.
durance, anti she rel lîeadlong te btie earth. It
-ras tire last sont tîtat ever buasseti lier lips.

A TRUE BILL.

E ARLY on tire umnrning cf tlîc fifteont ff
JýApril, informnation reachltire Frenchi police

ilînt tbc Itaroness do C- ras lyiîug deat in lier
boît, strangbeti witb a puece cf rihbon. Site hllt
bora raarried as a wideir te Blaron de C., anti
iras about umcnty-eiglît, ycars aId, ver>- pretty, cf
cngagiag mnaniers; anti botfi sie and lier lins-
bandi iero knownr far anti -inde for lavish luos-
pif alit>-.

Tierce iveeks before bire mnrder bhe baron set
eut for Iluesia, %ircem it iras saisi that lie inlic-

ritti om prper.> fam aroatie.Duuring thue
absencc cf lier hiushanit, tîme barcaess kept ver>-
nmncli at homne, mrith Ernestine Lament, a beauti-
fui girl cf th-_ mc'st innoceat anti simple ima-
rie, wirn hit boern edueated anut proîceteti b>-
ber. Oîî the night berre theomurdcr, Uic baironesa
-mcnt te bbc Opera. Ernestine, vrlie ias net veuy
Wircl, diti net acconipan>- lier; neither diti site sit
ilp for lier,asi the baronesahat a pirivate ke>-, anti
dit net mislitUic ycunrglaidy toeodsturbcd. Ilb
iras tire custora tîtat irben the baroneas, on
alvakeniag in tle mnraning, rang lier bell, Ernes-
tint iront fn-st te ber bedroora. 'Wbea, on bire
mnerning liftcr Uic nuirder, ne bell ire. henni te
ring, Ibc servants 'tvcndcred, anti nt fast co cf
ibera iont utet Ernrestines rocun te ask tue
cause. If. ias emp>-. Tiîuling that aImewias
gonts as nisral, te thc haroncsss bedrocra, thc
servantwirnt thither. Tfîerc tie aîîntte-s '%re
stii closed, andtihei night.lamp btirning oit a
litile table iby Uic betiside. On tbe ilooir lu>- tire
lifelcas bcdy- cf Ernestine- Tho girl noir screnn-
cd for belle; tho other servants iuuîrricd up-stnirs,
and on oecning Uic shuif crs t iras seen that ie
barcols la>- dea, eritieni> straugîc-a rith a
picce cf ribbn, wrlicb wua at once recogeiscil
as belenging te Ernestine, irbe ias lying in a
sieon nu th* floor.


