
Davild's Trust ln God

Lessot 'VIL. DAVID'S TRUST IN GOD
Ps. 23. Commnit to imeinory vs. 1-6.

1 Tite Lonnismxy shepherci; I shahl îlot want.
2 lie inaketii lue to lie doivn lit green pustures: lie

leudelli me beside the still waters.
3 ]le restoreth my seul : lie 1 Icudeth flie la the

paths of riglîteousness for his nanme's sakec.
41 Yell, thougbi I walk through. the vaulcey of tic

sliudaw of death, 1 wili fear no cvil . for thou art
PRevied.Version-t gideth; 21ast unointcd.
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-wlth me; thy rod and thy staff tlicY comfort 'ne.
5 Thou preparcst a table hefore me l the prcsence

ofm m nries . thon 2aunointest ny hcad with oil
my cup runlietli over.

6 Stirely geodîxess and mnerci, shall follow rie ail
the <laya of iny 111e: aîîd 1 tvili diveil la the lieuse cf
the LORD for ever.

EXLANATION

Corneetioxa-We caxînot conneet tibis Psulm, wlth
any specii event la the. life of David. It corntes
chîieily eut of the experiences or the recolhections of
bis shepherd lite and expresses, ilanuguage and

inîageryof match-
less tenderîtess

- and beauty, his
trust ii tho care
of God. The first

.... part of the Psulm,
represeuts God as

- a Sliepherd tend-
4. . ing and proteet

4 .~ ~;ingHissheep,and

* hast entertaîinig
His gueste.

1, 2. Mly.
Tlir,ughout the
t'salm David

. .ea sfor hiuiself
ail the blessiîîgs.
promised by Go.-1
to His people.
The Lord, hie be-

Ilvs cures for
eah omne afI His

-. - chiuidren, as the
mou sbtepherd kmiews

, every sheep in
.-.- his flock, Luke

An Eastern Sho:pherd 15: 1: John 9 :3
Shepherd. Itul-

crs are o! ten eempared te shiepherds, a mest
îîatural comparisen. in a couîntry suchi as Palestinie,
w'hcre se inany of the people were keepers of sheep.
(See2Sai. 5: 2;7: 7.) Se David, the shepherd kinîg,
thîinks of the Lord als the Sheph2rd o! Israel. (Com-
pare Pa, 79: 13: 80: 1.) 1 shall fot want. Il s
gracious Lord had miot alloired hlm to want. in the
past, anîd lie was sure tîlut bis mîeeds %vould be sup-
plied lia the future, Pi. 34: 10; 81: Il. Lie down;
giving rest from. toil and trouble, as the shepherd
finds a shiedy place for ls flock lia the lieut of the
neentide. Green pastures ; wlîere thiere is ubuad-
ance o! food-a picture ef the provisien which tbe
Lard tuaks for our souls. He leadeth me. The
Bwsterat shepherd liever drives bis slieep, bût gees be-
fore thelu. The werds point te the geutleness of Ged,
Ils. 18 -35. Stili waters; geatly flowing umid
greeni flelda-ivuters wlmere rcst aîîd refrestimeat eau
be found. Watcr ia very precieus l Ea--teru court-
tries 'with their hot and dry climate. It frequently

stands fer the blessings of salvatleîî. John .1: 14 ; 7
37.

3, 4. Rectereth =ny seul ; gives aew strength
and vigor as the hlock is refreshed by feod and rest.
Leadleth me. Ged Is e!ten, suid te guide bis people,
both, as a whele (Ex. 15. 13 ; Deut. 32 :12), and us in-
dividuals, 1's. 5:8; 27: 11. Pathe of rigliteous-
ness. Life isnfot alIrest. Sheep must walk on tle
hot and dusty rond, and irian must îvork. The Lord
will kcep ils lit the righit -%uy. For his name's
sake; s0 that Hue may show himself to bc whist bic lias
silid tliatnle ig,Ex. 34:5-7. The shadow of death.
There ivas danger te, the sheep. Iia the deep, darc
ravines lurked raany a -vild beast. From these the
shefflherd maust defead them, 1 Sam. 17: 34,35. Dcath.
is such, a gioliy canyon, through whlch, we must
paiss. Fear neevil. T.Uere are reasens fer eur, but
trust in God conque-s terrer. Thou art with me.;
Uic truc secret of streugth and cem!ort, Gen. 2$: 15;
Josh. 1: 5. :Rod and staff; tivo naines for the
shephcrd's ereok used te direct the sheep and ta
beut off wild anilmais. The hlock fehlows %vithout
leurwhenc theshiepherd gees la front te guide and de-
fenîd thetu. We can calmly face evea death whem
God is with us. Cloxfort mae; givo me confidlenct.
Il 1Comfort 1 meaîia much more thami te, cons'ule. It
ineuns te. streflgthin uîid enicourage."

5,6. Preparest a table. The Lord Is mîov repre-
seiitedl as a host entertaining a guest ut Ilis table aîîd
ledging luim iu luis lieuse. Orienital kzings sa, enîter-
tained those te whom. they wishied te show siiecial
favor, <Jeu. 43: 10: 2 Sam. 9: 7-13:- 10: 33. Muine
eneraies. The verse Is illustrutedl by2 Sain. 17; 27-29.
Tite Chiristian has xany enemies (Epli. 6 :12), but
like Elishia ut Dethan (2 Rings 6 : 17) le Is safe ia
God'sprotectioa. Anointestzuyhead; as thelieads
of guests wcre unointed at a fcast, Ps. 45: 7; 92:30;:
j1mes 6: 6. This la a sign o! the joy which, the Lord
gives. Runneth over. -The Lord's supplies are
always abuadant. Surely. The lebrew wvord more
often meaus Ilontly"; oîîly goodness.arid mercy,
îîothlng else. These shall follew the rightcous.
Contruat wlth thia the lot of the wicked, IPs. 35 : 6;
140:1il. In the house; in the preseace7 of. For
ever ; literally, "for leiigth. of days."1 Our whole Ille
here mîsy be speat in fcllowship, with God : and ii
the wvorld te, corne, we shahl sc Il im. Iface to face."
IThe world could spure many a large book botter

thuîîtlis annny little psalîn. It lias dried muîîy tcara
aîîd simpplicd tie momhd intowthich nîiaîiyhieutri have
pourcd tlîcir peuceful faith. . . It sla tîepure utter-
aîîce of persona trust lat Jeliovali, darkcned by ne
leurs or complaints."1 (1acIareis.)


