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<'st.'iblishrnent. Ten 1pounds. The «ireek
rina, or pounid, mmn worth about $15 or
$20; a Hebrew pound nearly double. He
gives thein a pound cadi ; no great suin, just
(mioughi te test their fîdelity. Occupy; Riev.
Ver., C'brade ye herewitht. Till .1 coule;
whilû 1 arn going and returning. Jestis
xxraaIs that H1e is going te liviven te receive
froin lus Father the full reward of Ruis work
orf rederuption, and that HIe is te be away
for sorie tiie ; se they necd not expeet that
the kingdorn of <4Xod will ho suddenly manii-
fested in Jerusalem. But He will certainly
corne back, i.e., at luis second coining, 1vhien,
as le afterward, says (Lukze 21. 27), the Scirî
of man wiIl appear in power. Puriiig this
period of -waiting, the disciples are to bc
enga ged in earnest werk for Him. It wil
be a time of testing to discover w'hether tl rey

shhbe worthy to receive positions of hàoner
,ilxd trust in His kingdom abeve.

V,. 14. His citizcns.. .selit an ambassage.
(Rev.Ver.) The 1'citizens" Ivere those ovcr
whoi lie was to rule. The "'servants"
were o! his persqona-l househiold. The Jews
of Judea actually sent a deputatioij to the
Emperor of Rome eoinplainîng- o! the wrong.
doing of H-erodArchelaus, aild thus prevent-
edl him from receiving the fll hionor of thre
kingdoma. Jesus, of course, refers to luis
ewn fellew-citizens, the. Jei;s, wliqse whYlole
attitude hàd been o! i necasing haitred to-
w'ards Hlm, whorn they refusond to have as
their Messiaix.

IL. The Faithful and Their Iteward, 15-19.
V. 15. Mi'7en ire lu= returned, havhrj received

thre kingdorn. Wlicn Jesus re.turns lii glory
there will be a judgrnent (Matt. 25: 31,etc.).

V. 16. 77iy poitnd. Ail talents are lent us
by God and ive have no rig-ht te selûish pride
i themn. Thecy are for use. Blath gained ten

pounds ; a large increase,and, yct the servant
quite niodestly says nothinig about bis own
work,-" Thy poundl."

1VT W. Because thou, 'wcst feund faitlifut.
(Rev. Ver.) The very purpose for which
the money wvas entrusted to the servants. A
ver-y uitile ; only one pound. REare thont auth-
ority orer ten cilcs. This displays thre large

scale on whliehj Christ bestows rewards.
Vs. 18,19. Tr eod. iie icpuds

It is 1n.i irrrpliu.d thiat lie w.ns less laithful.
H-e inay have had. iess fLi-sor ability tliai
the first, and so have cornu short.

Be thont atlso ozytrftve citi;ta tire reward cor-
respondinig te Iris capability of bvariurg re-
sponsibiiity.

MII. The 'Unfaithful and Their F ate, 20-27.
V. 20. .4nothier. The parable does not

mnention ail tlic servants, biit indicates
three classes; those w-ho are buth faith!uI
and capable, those %vlio are faithful, but
with enlly ordinary abiiit.y; and the useless
idie. Laid up in a rupkin; i.c., oUt o! use,
aithougli carefull y kept in direct violation of
comr-nand o! v. 13.

V. 21. An austere mnan; severe iii modes of
judging or acting. 7thou takest iup w'iat thou
laycclst not doiwn; etc. " You. expeeted rue
to, do the work îvhilst yen shouid have ail
the gmin."I It is a very different spirit frein
that shown by the other two servants.

V.T 22. Out o.f trine owvn mouth; ou the
ground o! what thou hast just said. lViked.
lue liad xîot robbed bis mnaster. lie- had only
been stotifuil ; but idile. misuse o! gifts or
powvers is wickedness. Titoi knewc.est; etc.
This is not an aeknowledr-nent of the charge
of harshiness. It is inereiy saying to tlie
siothful servant: " I taze %pou on your ow'n
word. If I arn austere, as you say, ail the
more reason te be diligent."l

'V. 23. L2to the baril; whiere it wouid have
beea as safe as iii a napkzin and would, have
drawn iaterest. Minie own. AUl that we have
b2-Iiugs te Goil and ive shall have te give
st rict accounit o! it.

Vs. 24, 2Cý Takefroyn huma thcjound; since
lie will niot use it. It nitust. go te eue0 whe
hi is sholvfilirsel! able and wiilirrg te use
Nvh.at is intrusted te him. They say. Per-'
lîaps those -%vlio steod about the king are
mneant; pessibly somne interrupters in the
crovd wvlio heard the parable.

V. 26. Sec aise Matt. 2-5: 29. Oaiy lie
whio uses bis posse-ssions or other gifts frein

Cidaright can keep them. Nothing is here
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