
laubor " "bt la ever expended upoin them3 là. probable -that the entire paf.ion of
John prepa.red the wol fur Christ by announe- the district was about 14ve mi Iionq, mnd
ing bis speedy advent; a*walem*ng the people jif we suppose that çven one-fifth of these
to conviction of sin and their need of saivation; were immersed, and th4t John's mninistry lastedl
axousîng a general iterest ini religion among Ifor a whole yvar, then he must have ilimersed
all classes; and pointing *out Christ when he 2,700 each day, whiÉh is an rrnpossibility.
appeared. Nor coulci any mari live, standing day aft*er

day for a year, up to his waist in water. if,
Il. THE~ HERALI) il>RociAi.MINc. 4. tjhe other hand, John baptized by sprink-

John came (R. V.) - Read the narrative of' ng or pouring the thing was possible and
his hirth in the first chapter of Luke. Ira easy. The unseemTliness of thethe sight makes
Luke 1. 36 Elizabeth is called Mary's " kins- it morally certain that John did flot baptize by
woman " (R. V.) hence John and Jesus were dippirag. Few, if any would corne prepared
kinsenen. In the wilderness- 'e f Judea" with suitable garments for the ceremony.
(Matt. 3:I1) lyirig west of the I)ead sea. ht llow then coiald they be immersed ? Ejîher
wau flot wholly uninhabited (Judges 1: 16; Iin a state of nudity, or in their ordinary clothes.
Josh. 15: 61,) but was chiefly devbted to grz- Decency would furbid the former, and a due
ing purposes. John extended his preaching regard to health the latter." (McKay.)
tours to the valley of the Jordan (Luke 3: 3.) Confessing their siis -PrOV. 28: 13; 1
Baptism of repentance - the baptismn John 1: 9. The place was Bethabara, or
which implied repentance' as its prerequisite. Bethany, (John i : 28) five miles N. E. of jer..
It was a haptisni of the old economy, flot cho. Here probably the Israelites first cross-
strictly Christian baptismn- This carrnes with ed Int Canaan, and here the mande of Elijah
ht an expression of faith in Christ. It he-re divided the waters. (2 Kings 2: 8, 14..)
stands E-imply for a moral transformation ac- d 6. Came I's 'hair-A ,coarse cloth made
cording bo the requiremerats of the law. (Meyer) from the larger and coarser hairs, spun and
The baptismn of the Holv Ghost is necessary woven like wool. A finer kind of cloth called
tu complete the Christian idea. The ,vord Carlet is made fromn the soft haîrs, ýand the
"baptie" irn classic Greek means "10o im- Ilname is retained by simular fabrics of silk and

merse," but ina the New Testament it receives wool. This was Elijah's garb (2 Kings 1: 8.)
a technical sense and stands for the initiatory A leathern girdie (R. V. i-A helt of untarn-.
Christiana rite and ail that it impiies, without 'ed skin. The dress of a common laborer.
any reference whateverto the mode ina which The rich wore sashes of silk or cotton, or gir.
it is performed. (For a clea r ex position, and dles ornamented with gold and precious stones.
a trenchant defence, of the doctrine of our John embodied the coventional idea of Elijah.
church ira regard to the mode of betîsr, sec [lis dress and food were ina harmony with bis
"Immersion, a Rornish Invention," by Rev. stern preaching. Locusts-Lev. -11'. 22.)

W. A. McKay, D. D., Woodstock, Ont. It 't1 have seen at Medina and Tayf locust shops,
can be obtairaed fromn the author.) Unto re- m ~here these animals were sold by measure.
mission of sîns (R. V-. -tLuke 3. 3) i. e, Ina Egypt and Nubia thçy are eaten oral> by
" with a view to the remission of sins. - This the poorest beggars. The Arabs, ira prepar-
they have to receive from the Messiah. Re- ing locusts as ana article 'of food, throw theni
pentaulce prepared îhem 10 receive it. "Neyer alive into boilirag water with which a good
wiil £hni£t corne mbt that soul where the, deal of salt has been mixed. After a few min-
herald of repentance hath not been before utes they are takea out anid dried ina the sun;
hini." - Reanission " is literally " the taking the head, feet, anad wings are ihera torn off,
away " of sin. It is more than pardon, it is the b<klies are cleansed from the sait and per.

restoratioa 10 lust favor. icctly drîed, afier which process whole sacks
5. Ail the land-Sce NLatt. 3:5; lI.kt: 3: arc filled by the Bcdouin. They are some-

10-14. A vdexpressifon cOrrespundling to. times eatera boiled in butter-, and they often
our - evervhon-ýdv.' -Not literalv true, but dý:- cor.îribute: maieriàls for a breakfast whera
noting lus immeinse p4i>putlariey and the remiarki%- sp~rcad over unleaveraed bread mixed with
able effect of his preaching. In the river butter." iBruck lard t.) The conjectures of
Jordan - Not necessarily îmmersed ina it. the older Nrîîers who, ieemning ihis food un-
The lcaity mercdy is pointed out. Compare 'ýorthy of John, have subbtituted other thipp,
4"baptized ioi the %ilderness *1(MNarl 1: 41 'li*i deserve no consideration. (Meyer.) Wid
Bethabara " (John i1: 28> " in 'non " lJuha honey - Ahuradant ira Palestine (Ex. 3: 8;
3. 23.) The saine preposition as is here rera- Judges 14: 5-9; 1Sami. 14: 25, 26.) Generlly
dered -"in " is translated " ai" in Eph. i: 2o, understoxd lu mean the honey of the wild bee,
44at bis own right hand." The numbers h ut otherý say that it means "îtree-honeyl," an
that flucked tl Ihra'slbaptism made it physi. e'.udation from paînis, figs and other trems
cal.ly impossible that he could have baptized 'Meyet says thut there was no such thing as

them by dapping. Itissai itha allJerusaletu, " tane -honey, the com mon honey being th
ail Judea, and ail the region round about Jor- of the wild hee. AIs that the namne " ii
dan came and were haptxzed of hîm. \Ve need honey * is given by ancient writcrs to the' sub-

not, of course. take the expression 'all in stance ira question, but is never used to dn
its most lit eraI sense as meaning aIl with- natte honey properly so called. This vie-w
out exception ; but it undgiubtecily nieans is flot generally adopted.
a very large prtportioLn of the peL>1 )ie. It 7. Latchet-diminutive of " latch,-


