OMIGINAL POETRY,

- FAvIVIVIN AEsdnesen vy
For_The Woekly Visitor,
LIBERTY!

Magie word? for whikhi natiens Sght aad bleed,

- Teuch-stome of cosvslslose—barbinger of the

froed ;

For which moea leave their Lomes, thelr fortanes
and their all,

Thelr life's blood to oier aud rece to disentbeall.

+Jeath burd'niog chalos a elave Lath cried,

“ Apply thy stripes o my bruised aide,

I'll suthr thy wrath-asd contest IMlibe,

But give! Ob, giveme! serewt therty*

What our fathers' prospective visien beheld,

Our age has brought forth to the Joy of the work ;
Soen may all nations sid people be free,

And bear tle beight stavdard of trae liberty.

While sges roll down Time’s weary way,

And mations lears te own the Savieur's sway,?
Thelr anthems to the heavens still shallbe

i+ All honour to the age that gave us lbertyr™

. ‘Mancts.

Reflections and Besearches.

Nuusez I

For The Weskly Visutor.
JERUSALEM AND  BABYLON:
THEIR ASPECT AND CAPTURE.

How magnificent and at the_same time
how formidable was Jerusalem in her moet
prosperous and cowplete state !

Situated upon the summit_of three hills
the elevations added greatly to her charms,
Upon the lesst elevated of these were
clusters of neat, comfortable houses, teem-
jug with juhabitants—the lower elass of
citizens—those who found happiness in
poverty, Upon Mount Zion were more
noble edifices. There was the beautiful
citadel with its proud dome, its massive
pillars, its beauliful porches, sudits “mag-
nificent pinnacles. TAere, aleo, was the
roysl palace with its long terracss, ite
lofty porticoes, its sparkling fountains, and
its gilded furnishings—all befitting that
richest of sll monarchs, the wisaast of all
men. 7Z'Aers, also, ‘were the mansions of
tho upper clase of citisens, ensh approach:
ing, &8 near as funds allow, to the royal
palace in costliness and boauty. But upon
turniog to Mount Moriah, the most
honored of the three, admiration is turned
to amazement; for upon its summit
towering far into the horizon—its golden
wally, its costiy columns of brass ad gold,
aud its glittering spires—all shining from
the efulgence of the noon-day sun, and
gleeming & reflection of the glory and
splendor of that mofiarch of the day—
stands the most majestic, magnificent, and
stapendous of all structures—the Temple

_of the Most High, showing iforth in ite

dazsling brightness, the glory, the'majoty,

! andthe goodness of 1limwho dwelt thetein

The poet lins given it justice thus-
I stande befere up

A mount olyaow, fretted with goiden plouscles :
The very sua, as I he womhipped thete,
Lisgers upon the gllded cedar rools,
And down the long snd bruachisg poitl: «o,
O svery fowery stulptured sapttsl,
Glittors the homsage of his parting beaws *
Sitaated as it was upon three hills, at the
foot of whose steep desoent ran Jdeep val-
leys which preeluded possibility of sttack
on all exoept thenorth side ; aud encireled
round about by a triple wall, thick, mas-
sive, and high, whith, in its turn, was
fortified by numerous strong towern— !
wall could the besieger, as ho gazed on the |
patural snd artificial strength, and bold-
nesw, maguificence, and beauty, exclaim:
“How boldly doth it front us—how majestioally,

Like a luzurions viseyurd, the hitlslde

{a hung with smatble fabeics Lae o'er line,

Terrnos o'ir terrace, mearer st and nearer

Yo the Muws Deavess. There bLright amd

semptuess palacer,

With osol and verdant gardems, faterspersed

These tawers of war thiat frown iu maasy strevgtls ;

While ever all hengs the ricki and purple ore,

As comcions of it being ber last ferewell

Of tight and glory #o thia faded ety
‘While thus so streag and so powerful, and
while still so beautiful and bright, her fate
wae predicted thus: * Therefore, thus
saith the Lord of Hosts, Because ye have
wot heard my words bebold I will send
and take all the families of the north,
seith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar, the
King of Babylon, my servant, and will
bring them agsinst the land, and against
the inhabitants thereof, mad against all
thoss nations round about, and will utterly
destroy them, and make them an astonish-
ment and an hising and perpetusl deso-
Iation. Moreover, I will take from them
the voice of mirth, and the voice of glad-
nes, and the voice of the bridgroom, and
the sound of millatones, and the light of
the eandle; andthis whole land shallbe &
desolation and sn astonishment ; and those
nations shall serve the King of Babyloa
scventy years” This was declared unto
thems when still powerful, and while they
wore still contiauing tieir sina, and at the
same time was the destruetion of tha op-
prossor, Babylen, predicted. The prophecy
quoted was fulfilled. The palaces were
plundered, the temple spoiled, and:all bat
o faw of the poorest inliabitants canied
off to Babylon. .

While in bondsge how often would they
1 t their inattention to the words of
the prophet—their non-oompliance with
the commandments of the Lord as sent
through bis servante the prophets. How
oft would they revert to days still further
goune, and reflect upon the words of other
secvants of God who had spoken to them-
salves and to their fathers foretelling their

"the thought, cote—that a day of deliver

ance was appoiuted, and that the Babylo:
nian dynssty would bLe hurled inte
oblivion. That these things wow/d come
to pass they were all perfeotly sure
Since the fulilment of tAcir part of the
prophecies they had firm faith ia the rest.
But only thoss endowed with faith, such
as is Inspired by God, conld now believe
the eity of the Chaldenns in any dapger
of being taken, for at that tine it was the
largest and the strongest, s well as the
most maguificent city kmown. Uabylon
was fity miles areund the wally, which
were seventy-five feet thiek, and a hundred
feet high, with one hundred brasea gates.
It could well boast of impregmability. If
ever faith was misplaced in walle built by
hands it was by these Babyloniane. For
within this euclosure there oould be ne
famine felt—ihe ground encireled by this
massive wall being not all eoverad with
buildings there was abundence ef spase
left for eultivation, enough, indeed, to
supply the inhebitants with foed. Nor
could there ever be searcity of water, for
the ever flowing, the mighty Euphrates,
inceseantly poured its waters through the
centra of the city. In the city were
nummerous magnifioent palaces (some for
the king, and others for his nobla), those
superb edifices rising story above story
toward the blue sky—with their flat raofs
covered with verdure, where plants,
shrube, and treos in luxuriance grew, the
ever-famous, world-renowned bhanging
gardens,—with theie bold balconies, their
open porches, their apscieus courts, sud
large apartments, adorned, entiehed, and
embellished by {the magnificence, the
wealth, andithe tremsure of many neigh-
boring nations once mighty but now
humbled to the dust. Rows and strects
of thess vast and elegant structures, vieing
with cach other in size, in architeeturs,
beauty, and in costliness, are to be found
in various parta of the ity ; while in
others aro seen multitudes of buildings of
humbler sort

While the ¢ity was in the fullnes of its
glory, while the citizens were atill pulfed
up with pride, while they thought them-
selves potont to grapple with sny other
nation, while conquests_ were being made,
aud booty continually came streaming in,
while the haughty masters looked down
in disdain at their Hebrew slaves, then
was Uie message of their fate sent, then
did the oppressed speak out the oppres-
sor's doom. Tho promiss of their deliver.
ance, at & oertain future time, now im-
plicitly believed in, was the captive’s oaly
consolation, sud while thinking of that, all
the varions descriptions of the desolation,
aad other denunciations of Babylon, by

fate. And then how cheerfully would

various, prophets, would come foreibly in‘o
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THN WHIELY VISITOR.




