82

‘The mean annual teemp %
e Paris,” are abunt 100500 franea (L1900} ;
Aftiean yiasion coste ahaut 55000 francs 1L30908  f1s funle ate prin-
cipally elmnnd from the evangele sl chieches of Franee In 1819, that
ja to eay, a1 the one of e iyancial oo, of wa- alhged 10 have recanree
for hefp 10 Englieh and Awetiean Chustane, aad they Rﬁn!tntl»:y came
100 its asactanee,  Tirecived espeeia’ly, at tis tisne, inege suine from she
Cape of Good Hope, from Caleatta, and from Borphay  Tiut this wae an
rsceptianal caee, beang the only one wlocl has occused since the coms
sencement of the Novety — e Christ

“‘I'he malmenanee of the

ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SWEDEN
hd —
Y THE RFY } O Nit-s09,

The Lutheran confreaion, with

copa! choreh governen?, s the
established pebon of Sweden  Ag i milyects, exeeps the Sows,
ate obliged to be members of the State O aerir) te tolriated,
upon peoalty of the lus of propegty, and bagitiment tor fie fun the
countey By alaw winch, although swbewlete, ja not tepeniedd, parents are
subiject ta a heavy fine, of they negleet to have thesr nfants baptiel, At
the age Gficen ar eixtecn, every prrson aust g0 theough = conrse of
catechising, ptevious to Jue contimatiwn.  ‘Fhen, after n man has been
confinmed, he must, according to law, greewwe the sactamens, at teas
wnce in twelve manthe, 07 clee hie will Jove hie ;-v‘vvllrgu 8y A Cilizen
Fot instance ‘=No person fsalloned to hold aoy olfice, either gteat vs
small, who docs ot go to schrift, and the Lawed's table, at lenst voee
twehie months,  No anecan appear 84 evidrnee i a coust of law, in any
case, without this, If n peeson be ever so trustworthy f bie opponent
canonly bring evidence thathe has not, welun swelve months, been to
schnifi, his tesumony will be tefused |

o same Iaw cxista in 1 gard to maeriage  ‘Flhote who wish to unite
$n the matrimonial bond, must prove that they tegularly and with teyer-
eace receive the wicans of milvation thy which expression 1o tieant *ne

srcrament). “Llus baw gora 20 far a3 to exclode persou from cartyang
on business, of being mastess in any hasdierafl ttade, who do not cane
form to it

‘The pastors are obliged, each one i his pasah, 18 scc that this law s
conformed 1o In this manuer she Luthrean cletzy nee able to keep evry
Swede in connexion with thic state.chuech,  If a petenn movea from. one
il to another, he may be nelt or poor, ligh ot fow, he cannot be re-

ceived into another patish, of shiclded by the peotection of the lave, it le
does not bring o cenificate from the pastor of the parbsh from which he
conies, olr l’fm that centificate the pastor does not tesufy that be is a zee

ular and devout comtunnicant.

¢ ’Flrm_cnc\'cry man botn within the bordere of Sweden i« nationally, switie
out hig own consent or knowledge, made a member of the Lutheran
chureh 3 but afier he comes to years of discretion hie ta fog-ed to contnue
$it that church, no matter what huy convictions are, or e to leave the
country.  ‘The clesgy being empowered to net as a rolice, theie Is no
chanec of dissent from the stare-church, evenan o ' gle wstance

Thete is also 2 taw, forbilding nay waster of perons to assemhle
together fot reading the Word of God, an oll'ﬂ.nv,: prayer together, of
any other way cdifying one another from the Word of God, or exhoring
sinners 10 tepentance.  No asemblica Gr rehigiovs service are al'owed,
exeept those ordained by the daw, ceaducted by the lawfol mmisters of |

the Establisiment, in Wl consecrat d honws for Divine wonstup, and i |
the praper reavons. By the same law, every head of a fannly 4 conr
manded 10 inaruct fas clubidten $a the carectuan, and to eshort ns hause-
hold to fear God, but such thinga must not be extended beyond hie fanny
circle. 11 any assembly be canvened together, for the purpose of edify g
one another from the Worl of the mn who conducts the meetnz, |
and the ene who opens his house for that putpose, nre both subjeet, for
the fitst oflence, to a fine of nbont five pounds; and for each of thow
who asscmhled at such a niecting, about ane pound. ‘I'he recond otlence,
~the fine i3 doubled ; and if they are not ble to py the fine, they wili be
imprisoned on bread nnd water for tnenty-cight days,  For the third of-
{ence, they age to be banished from the kingdom. .

But this law has also caused a number of infants, within the laet 1wo
or three years, 1o be takea from the parents, torn from their mothers’
arms by patish constablee and shenfT*s officers, and brovght to the panh
chutches for christening, agamst the consziences and wanhes of their
patents.  In two instances have the caws been taken from the parents,
their only property, and sofd from them 1o defray the expenses for the
pastor’s and the officers’ unasked seevice  Besudea, there are now nt thi
moment & pious man and a prous woman who deaire to be umted in
matrimony, and who for that purpose npplied to the pastor where the
woman refides (in Sweden, arnage 1s nltogether an act of the chureh)
to be wedded  When the pastor saw the man'a certiticate from hia own
patish minister, he refused to marry . Why 1 becance lie was a
Baptist, and the woman slso. ‘I'he case was brought before thie bishop
nmr consistory at Skara, and a shott tune ago an answer from that vener-
able inbunal came, which says, that if the persons had ever so good
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the Gorpel, from lus tlock ! Notwathatanding, hie hias done all he could,
aud alsa his foends, both in and oot of the conntry, fn o legal mnanncs, to
prevent itewLean. Chiint,

THE CHURCH OF THE: WALD) $IN THE PIEDMONT.
LSE VALLEYS.

BY 230 RLV. J. R, RLVFL,

B the hunble church, which § have the happiness to represent, date
rake it fecble varee hieand in the idet of yon, dearly beloved bretheen,
Lannet tirst o all anplote your fudulgence for it,

‘That chuich was bomm, it bred, it sutfesed, and ite soine siill remaln
amenget the rocke wheace How those waters which fetitlize a latge and
Teantibs part of finiy 5 and yetar be but yestenday that Dialy 1 peeced it,
Not many years ago a gieat Prince—=one who will always bold a high
place in nobde hel zenerous Nalian Js—allawed it 10 be prociaimed in
e naae, dext the church of the Waldenses was @ thorm In the heart of
Tem domasions, “Tine same monageh vk cnre, ttue, 10 give a ver,
intereshing commentary on there words, in the preamble of the edlet of
the 19t Febrnty, 1819, for the erunneipation of the Wallenees, when
he declared that the gomd conduct and the  virtues of this portion of fis
sulyects pendered dhem worthy of such & frivonr,

“Flaus annn urad position, which has lasted several centuties, has obliged
the chinteh 11 the Piedniontesc vaflega to rontract very precio atione
stups, and 1o adopt both the French language and appeatance, Ale
theugth it epenka French, yet itle as the Halian Bvangelieal church thas
it comes befure you tonday, 1o teli you of its existence, what it {s, anif
whiat it wishies to do.

1 6 ¢l the tivcesaity to be brief, and shall therefore not abuse your time
and your patience ; allow e, lioweser, 1o tiake one more preliminary

esvation.

The Evnngriical Fiedmontere chutch hias not oficially cnrolled herrelf

as a anember of die Evangelieal Alliance, but she (clt herself 1o be such 3

anit shie s happy 10 prociaim in this aseembly, that you have considered

fier as nararally, and by right, an futegeal part of that beautiful asrociation

gh:;lu has beea fonaed for the advancement of the kingdom of oug
aviour, *

Perhapa you thought that you could not tefaee a place to the elder vin-
ter of the Evangehieal churclies.  You ecrtaimly temembercd and tejoiced
in the fact that she stitl holda in full force the confession of falih of 1665,

0t only in form but in spint; since, when the synod 1get on tha 26k,

I, and 2sth, of this last May, that nesembly declated, in its 45th ar-
cle, that ** consilering the attacks recently ditected against the Divine
nuthosity of the Scripturce, and wishing 10 show 10 all the aversion of the
chutch of the Waldenres to such doclrines, e being subversive of trne
faith and teue piety, and to declare bier fitm Intention to reinain, on this
point ne well as on cvery other, tirm in the faith of the prophets, the
apostica, anl ier own martyes, she puts forward, In & special and solemn
n;nnn;r. the ud, S, and Al paragraphs of the confersion of faith of her
chuch.”

For yeeif, [ feel the neceasity of insieting at this time on another title
which shie hat 1o be a natunl member of the Ivangelical Alliance ; this
turle i, that, thiee hundied yeats ago, she was the promotee of a similay
union. : ‘

I would beg you to carry your thoughte three hundred years back, and
what do you see ! A loly Evangelicnl Alliance ; at ita head you may
see crowned heads, eminent statermen, and great doctors of the chureh.
Who have beea the cause of it? - Some small companics of ehepherds in
the Hautes Alpes, atd in the setired valleys of Piedmont.  Theze peacea-
ble flocks only demanded of the countey, and of tho<e who governed it,
the privilege of being able to feed in the green pastures and nenr the atill
waters of the pure Word o God. "The wilid bensta theew themselves
upon the, tore, dispersed, and wished 1o aunibilate thenr.  Thely plaine
uve enes are heard, and an Evangelical Allance i< formed 5 fis centte is
hiere w Lowlon, and it displays most extraordinasy activity ; ft calns
thie fury of theic cnemles, rave the remnant of letae) In the Alps, and
hieals the wounds of the daughter of Zion with the sweet and refreshin
balm of charity ; eo that, towards 1697, berween 7,000 and 8,000 Wal-
densea were able to gather together in the three valleys of Luceme,
Petouse, and St Marun, between the torrents of Pélis and of Cluson,
which wege amizned to them as impassable barriers.

From a staustieal statement, made shortly befare the emancipation of
1848, st appears that 21,378 Vaudols and 4462 Raman Catholics lived
within these lumts. 1t wasalso remarked, at that period, that 1080 Vau-
dois had been obliged 1o expatnate themselves for a time, ond go to geta
hvehibood in France and 1o Switzerland for themaelves and their families.
See the edict of Felauary, 113, ths #xpatriation has much diminished,
aad many Vaudots, who bsed in foreign countnes, have returned to their
natve laud, to the great profit of industry, commerce, and saricubure,
and eap-erally, T trust, 10 the advancement of the kingdom of God. All
this may prove, some one may ray, that there are aull some Vadidois fn
those vaileys, but not that *here 15 a true and faitiful body of Christians.
Tl 19, howeser, what the Chnstian wishes to know, nor will you aceept

morals, the fact that they had left the Luth church was
enough to cause the bishop and chapter to refuse the maniage celebra-
tion. In consequence alto of these liws, 2 man has recently been banisl

ed for life, taken away from hi« friend« and refations, and, e a miniser of

asa proaf the fact that { have the honour of addressing you at
this moment in its name, and sent by that church,  As, nccording to the
Word of God, one may know a tree by its fruit, it appears to me that
every church, animated by the Spirit ‘of Christ, may produce the fol-
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