
FRIENDLY GREETXNGS.

THE A NS WERED PRA YER.
T r was a time of difl'iculty.

~js~ Christmnas hiad rme and
"I&~P~~ onc-in spiritual things

4 , a period of gladnes, but,
a') %%erldlly matters stanld,

-~ not quite se "merry" ai-
-, tways as it sc0!fls. At

<.any rate, ive vere ii ra
~prplxity, fer witb the

e ~ losing year the usual
r bills came in, and lîo,

te meet them wils tho
question.

%e dlid Out best, howv-
over ; ail except a few

were settled, but these fairly ovortasked our means.

Wc turnied over this plan and tho other. Ne, they

would net answvet ; eut family wvas largo, Our incarma

rnali, and wvhero ivas forty pounds te coule frern

after ail reseurces had been draincdl?
Hlow ivol does nîernry brin- back those days,

îivien, side, by cide ivitlî memnorandum lists and

schiexfes cf parisl work, upen tho ivall cf that smal

upper chauier 1 -%as using as my study, remindors

o! another sort wvere full ini siglît; for thore, tee,

hng these still unpaiid acceunts.
Lot me recall an carly morning heur. 1 steod at

the dormer iwindew, ioeking eut ou the gray dawvn

that brougbt again te view our valley Nvitli its

borderrng hbis. Microe ivas the tuil abboy gate-

wvay, and the nonastery bain that tala what great

abundancu liaci beau beld, andi possibiy abused, wvhen

the xnonks livei bore in the ages gene. The broaci

iixeadow, sloping gently te the mill, stili threadeti by
the stream that fed the ancaient fish-ponds, sbaded by

thoso towering olims, throughi îhose baro, branches the

dinii sea outiine shioied.
Iioi'ever, ail as yot ivas quiet in the village; an

early cart or two bai rattlea by, and 1 had hoard the

labours go ulp tbe hanc te, get thinge roady fer the

day. My work, tee, must bo sot in order, anci the

Master's hiessing claimied. I knoit 'beforo the Lord

and, among other matters (as was reasonabie), thc

necessity oppressing us ivas rnuch upen xny minci ix

prayer. Huore %vas a ivant ive knew net liow te muet

%voidd lie bc pleas-ed to guide uis, as iii former day',

and te afford. us sorne new preef cf His providin,ý
mlercy ?

F amily prayers ivere over ; ive wcre sitting roung

tho breakfast-table, ivben tbe postulait camne, and ou

tho child ton man te feteli the lotters. There iven

thrce or four that morning, but ene o! thei attrnc'e

more attention than tbo rest. It n'as directed iii

sert o! printing hand, muant, apparently, te tell i

that inquinies for the ivriter woere eiuded. Cou]

sorne anenynieus epistie cf iwrath and blame bai

cerne te us et lest? The envelepe ivas opened, ar

ivithin tho samu feigned. band ivas displayed. Ti

net liesao before me, someîvhat crcased end fade

bu, stili it fills may eyes with teais, se near ekin a
the tokons cf eur grief anci joy.

"DEru Sin,-Two of your brethron and ncighibouri,
teO whoxn you ara personally ail but unknlown, out of
respect for yen als ono faithfully devoting him:selî to

the ivork of the xninistry, ]lave te reîuest your
accoptanice of forty poulids, as their joint contribution
to your finances, in the hope that your doilestic

cornfortzs ivil thereby bu increalsed, and your mina bu

reiidored muoro free to attend to your great Mastor's
iwork ivithont distraction.

"Your sincore, thougli unknown, fricndo,
IlGAIUs AND Ený%STUS."

Sucli -%as the lutter. Olur secret boncfactors ive -aro

net surù of to this day. B3ut ivhose band touched

the sprilgs9 of tlieir boivolenco? «%Vhose providenco

ordered that exact amount to reaclb us in the very

heur of nced 1 Does not Goa answer prayer?1 Could

I be, suror of the faot if I liad seen Ilis hand

straehed out £rom becaven? 7Miglt ivo not seom te

hear Ilni saying, IlChildren, you hlave spolken te Ile

of your wants, and I send yen a supply : boere is the

forty potinas that yeu require '1"
Surcly ive gave Huim our unitedl praise ; suroly ivo

feit encouragcd for ail tirne to rciy upon eur gracious

Father in the skies, ivbio liolds the koys of ail eartb's

troasuries. And many a time since that Ilo bas miade

good te lis Hic ivord. of promise by Christ Jesus,
0LAsk, and ye slhal receive;" and often bas Hoe

shxown that le lias bath the pewer and the iih to

Ilmake ail gnoce abound " to thent that, in the path of

duty, test thomselvcs upon Ris narne.

i A .-

AL-A -B AMA.
hi u ia set, and the warrior reposed, the wvig-

rjwan was seured against beasts of pioy, and

' niglit reigned over the pino forest of the Wost.

A hunter, lato in bis rcturn to the village, and

occupiod in the disposai of the spoil, looked out from

bis but beforo lying, down te sleep. Somiething cauglit

bis attention; lie snifièd and peered amoung the trees,

and then climnbed one in haste. One look ias enough;

ho rapidly descended with a Nyhoep of alarm. that Up.

started neighbonring sleepers.
"lVp, up, for your livos! " and a spear was darted

at tho door of a bunt, caugt ag0 ,adth pae

1,assed on, te repeat the cry wberever appeaied trace

Y of human habitation.
A sleepy squaw staits, and iutters indignant

annoyancO, as sho sinks te repose again.

t "'Tis bnt coine benigbted birnter ivantonly disturb-

o ing the peace," suggests a wvarrier chief, turning ou bis

d mat, and resisting the desire of bis sons te be up and

a after him.
'sIls the enemy upon us '1" w~hisperS aohr lr

d et the thoufght of a hostile tribe, suspected te ho luth-
re, ing in the forest.
Ld Spears are cluntchod, quivers shouldored, bows strug
le instently, and they ivait and listen.

a, Ag-ain footsteps corne, not vith a 8tealthy tread, but

ru quick ana heedless, lihe the flight of the panic-strickOir.

Men, women, chldren, ivarrier, buntsman, mother,
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