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whiat lies ontsidc, wc have to consider
%vhcther it could exist to the extent it
does-whiethcr it would nlot ho shoiving
some signs of diminution (which we know
too) Weil it dOOs flot), if ail the ministerc
and mnembers of our Chnrclîca maintaincd

f ractically iii their several localities the
lihtestimnny thcy ouglit Io do0, andi a

fervent zcal for thc interests of riighteotis-
nP a O 1 Wc but feau that there are

inongat us those of whomi it; may bc said,
-hat the sait lins lest its savour-they par-
take too much of the cvii that is in the
world to do the part of the faithful repro.
vers of it. If wvc look more particularly to
the large towvns, which now comprise so
gyreat a part of our population, and exer-
cise the xnost powerful influenco over the
whole, it must be confcsscd that the cager,
driving, commercial spirit which prevails
in thecu, britige, with it many things that
aqre unfarorable to thse progreas of the gos-
pel and thse Christian lifé. Thse engross-
ment of minci it occasions, almost insepa.
rablc (rom large undertakings and extensive
connections, is alone unfavoralc; for how
diffictit to sit loose to the world when one
bus so much at stake init id Andi withi the

enpoeat least with the great mass of
the cmployed, arnid the struggle for ex-
istence, the long ixours, the oppressive
toil they ofteen have to encounter in such
an artificial state of things, lîow apt ie thse
mind to sink into forgetfulncss of its higher
good, and i oNv hard is it for thse ministers
of the gospel to g&t even a proper audience
for the tidiligs of salvation ? Scauty sup-
port, crowdcd dwellings, a sickly andi de-
pressing atmospherc, cmploymnents pro.
traeted often to the verge of mîdnight or
the sacreti hours of Sahbath-yea, some-
limes exteeuding even beyond thcm -- such,
tbinga are sndouhtedly great hindrances to
the work wliicl thse Christian Church bas
had te do in our day, andi cannot but mia-
terially mar itia progress.

UN<BEItEF AND UATIONÀLISM.

Thse things of this, description which
have emergeý cannot propcrly bo termed
novelties; witli thse great bulk of them.
most of us ivho are students bave been
familiat for at leat a quarter of a century.
Bit thse circumstanco of their having been
adoptedi andi set forth with a kinti of reform-
ing.like eniergy andi determination by some
Meous of note in the Chureis of Englanti
bus acqnired for thein a notoriety they
ouid flot otlscrwise have obtaineti-ba in
a manner, toreet tiîem on men's notice,
ual thrown arounti them an air of intorest
sud iniporm&oe. And now we have the
ipeele of a Chnrch, whieh initime past
liu clone imucis for the defence andi eliacida-
lion of the truth, which ha8 hati the pros.
~eof being one oithde grea.est bîalwarks

of the Reformation, harboring witlîin its
pale, aid sheltcring, as by constitutional
right, ail slîaees of opinion, front thse verge
of Romnisis superstition andi credliiy to
the holci negations of Socinianismi. It is a
inatter dcc'ply to, ho regretteti, andi cannot
but toil. to somo extent unfnvoura>ly on
thse intereste of relirrion in -11 thc chuiches.

;û~w re.9tt particuletriy are sure Cc) develop
thcmselvcs more fuily dîcin hitherto. First
traditional helicf wiil hecome xvidely shaken
in many minds, that will not put therni
selves to tihe trouble of searciiing for any
botter fouindation. I)oubt nnd spculation
are set adrift ; dissatisfaction. is ftIt witli
the old, simply because it is old, andi tîsere
is a restîcess craving for sotnetiîing uew,
Nsithout nny one being able to satisfy cither
himscif or others as to whnt it sisoulti bc,
or whore it i8 to lie founti. Andc thon,
among thse more scrious mindiet, there
must he this other resut-the groNvtiî of
tise spirit of inli'vidualisrn. Deslîmairing of
anything like Chnrch order or cozîsistencv
even ini respect of thing&Pof thse most vitail
nature, many iviil tlîrow ou' ail sense of
responsibility regarding it; they wvill tel
as if they must look simply to tîsemscîves
enougli if they eati, in thir owîî place,
maintain anti walk in thse trth. Ply-
mouthismr is an example of this tendency,
arieing out of thse confusion foriiierly exist-
ing. But thse tendeîîcy inay now be ex-
pectedl to receive a fresis impulse, as well
with those who may continue a formsal con-
neclion wîth the Chuirch, as ivitiî others
who may leave i.. Ami in proportion as
this tenciency inereases, the dit-iicuiity also
ivill inicrease with those Churcîses tîtat seek
faithfuily to carry ont the Apostolie ideal
of a truc Christian Churcis.

STATE 0F RELIGION MN ITALY,.
FRANCE, AND GERMANY.

DR. JoziN CÂAiis of Berwick delivered.ý
a most cloquent address on this subjet-
an addrcss which bas been compareti to Dr
Chalmers' fincst efforts.

ITÂLY.

When we spoak of Italy, lot us remem-
ber that the great revolution, whlicls nions-
made an cvangelistic movemnelt iîn it pos-.
sible, at least beoedt thse kingdomn of Sûr-
dinia, is noC yet more than six years olti.
The decisivo Freneh campaign in Lom-
bardy was ini the summer of 1859; the.
memnorable excpedition of Garibaldi in
Sicily anti Naples, crowned by the Sar-
dinian invasion of thse States of tho Chureli
in the followi.ng ycar. Tiiese, events; arm
the foondation of tihe kingdom, of Italy,.
andi the foundation, ini tihe adorable provi.
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