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previous ifty years. Thre plowshanre of
%var tore ulp tIre ground for tire good seed
of the trtrth. May it trot lie the saine tin

France ani Germrrny ?
" Out of the sufferings of nations cornes

thre serions mid ;ont of their salvatioxi
the grtef'u lieart; out of endurance, forti-
tifde ; out of deliverance, faithr; but wlrcrr
they have learncd to live untier providence
of iaws, ani witiî deeenry and justice of
regard for etii othier, and wlien they have
done awvay witir violent and cxternal
sources of stiflUring, wvorse evils seemi tu
arise ont of their rest-eviis thar vex iess
and mortif3' more, tîmat surk the blooti
though tiîey do miot shed it, and ossify thre
ireart thioti tlicy do not tortture itîY
(Rurskin.) Great as sirouid be our grati-
tude for peace and Our fear of war, there is
"a i fear greater chan sword or sedition;
a fear chat depeitdenee on God should bc
forgotten becatuse the bread is given and
the water is sure; that gratitude may
cease because Rlis constancy of protection
lias taken the place of a-natural, lav ; that
ireavenlv hope may groiv fainit amnid the
full frtuiticn of thîis wvorld ; thae solfishiness
niay take tihe pilace of undcmnded devo-
tion, compassion he iost in vain giory, and
love in dissimulation ; thrat enervation may
--uceced to strength, apathy tu patience,
atnd the noise of jesting words and the
tiouIness of dark thouglits, to, the earnest
puri t3 of the girded loins and the burning
iarnp,>' Nations niay perisi tirroughi
luxury, sellishniess, impurity and goodiess-
tiess; it i, therefore, a nizrey to theni
whleîi the tirunderboît of war trakens themn
to serious inquiry and carnest tîrougit.
'Fle prescrit war is, no thoubt, ultirnately in-
tended tu prepare tire wvay for the reign of
tihe Prince of Peace. .

I. i more than eigliteon centuries sincý
the angels sang " Pence on Eartli.» W7hy
lias flot that ghorious promise been fuifili.
ed ? God lias donc His part, and amply
fuifilcd Ris promise. 11e gave Ris Son,
tire lrince of Pence. Why is it dieu tirat
war is still possible ? Simply because nieri
have rejeeted the Prince of PEeace. " We
wîil flot have this man to raie over us."'-
The so aeaild Christian nations have beon

pcrmureated withtAntichristiauity, and prae-
ticnt if flot theoretical athcism. Tire
penalty lias beeri stupendouq, and, therefore,
God commissions the dreadful scourge of
,%ar.

Tire wvars &f the nations cost them in
one year more thrtn lias been expended in
Bihble distribution or in Foreign Missions
for a thousand yerrrs. Great Britain has
throtigî ivar piled up a delit, the interesi
of wlrich costs lier Tventy-seven millions

Isterling ecry year. Tlie United Stites
pay a much larger sumn as inrecst for their
wvar-debt. The Frencli and Germans in
the present war have wasted anti destroyed
more than would bce sufhir'icnt tu carry the
Gospel tu the whiole worid. If tire wealth,
the etergy, and tire hrumran life consumed
in thîs omie war were conseerated to the
service of tihe Prince of Pence, 0 iîow scion
would tIre aspect of the worid hb elranged
for the better ! But, for tire service of the
P>rince of' Pence, in the w'ork of Foreign
Missions, ail thc churches contribtite flot
machi over One Million sterling perannum.
One day's wvar between France and Ger-
mnny costs more tiran tire vhrole contri-
bution of Ciîîjstendcn for tire crangeliza-
tion of tire iic&hen. Is il any wonder that
a majoriîy of' the hurnin race stihi sit in
total mioral darkncss 1

l3rethirca! our eoasts, Our homes, are
desolated hy no Nvar. For more than fifty
years ive have enjoycd aIl the blessings of
pence. Arc we h)ringrrrg forth the fruits of
peàtce3? As God iras very highiy favoured
us, let us shiow our gratitude by doing ail
in our poiver t0 susînin and establish the
Gospel among ourseives, and tu send it 'in
the f4iness of blesings temporal and
spiritual tu tirose. who stili sit in darkness.
Otre day's war, one day's fleeing before the
enemy, woald cost our country a tirousand
times more than ail tfiat we now give to
tire cause of Christ.

OUR1. AOA0IN MISSION.
*We bave becen. requested to farnisit a few

faets and explanations respectiing this mis-
sion for the information of our people gene-
rally, many of whom do not sec the minutes

1871.


