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ested in fossil botany -vill fmnd in tis part of thi ork a collection of
valuub)lc tiits whici hiave bitherto been singularly incg'ectcd by
Scottishi gcologyists. l'le followvingr cxtract gives a su minary of
the olde fogsil land plants of Scotland, wbichi there as, Il] rcland
and in Amncrica, occur uncquivocadly for thc first timie iii the 1)evo-
nian scries.

"Tlhe remains of a terrestrial vegetation in this deposit arc
greatly scantier thanti tose of' iLs imarine p)lantLs; but thy nust be
Yegarded as poýýsesý;ing a peciliar intercst, as, Nvith the excep)tionl
of the spore catses of the Ludlow rocks, the oldcst of their class,
in at lcast the Biritisbi islands, îvbose truc place in the scale can
be satisfiîctor-ily cstablislicd. In the ilagstones of' Omkzney there
occurlS, tboughl vcr-y rarcly, a inlîdîite veeta~bic organismn, wbichi I
have clsewbcre (lcscribed as biaving- iiuchl the appear-ance of eue of
our sinaller ferns, sucli as the înaidcnhiair-splecnwort, oi, dwarf
moonwort. It conisists of a, minute stcmn, partially covcrcd by
,wbat seeuns to bc a sinal sbcath or biollow bract, and bifiurcates
into twvo fronds or piiunoe, fringcd by fromn tcn to t'vclve leaflets,
that ncarly luapingre on cach other, and süniewvhat resenible in
their mode of arnranent tlic lcaflets of one of our comnoncst

Aspcnimn,-Jspeniuntrickomamcs. One of our ighcist au-
thorities, boweycr, in sncbl inatters (Professor 13.ilfotir -of Edin-
burgh) questions whethier this organisni bc in rcality a fern, and
deseribes iL froni the specimien on the table, iii the Pahlcontolcoi-
cal chiapter of bis admirable Clar-s-Book, simplya Il5 a, rcmarkzahle
pînnate fr-ond(." (Figr. 1,3, p). 56.) WcV find it associated %vitlî thie
reniains of a tcrrcstrial laniut allicd to lepîdodrendon, and wbich.
lu size and o-encrai pea c not a lte snie one of our

eommioucst club mniossc,-LyIcopodiizun clavatum.: It sends out
its branches lu exactly thme saine style,-somc shiort ;mnd simple,
others branchced Ilike thc parent stelli, in au arrangement approx-

1 fgired thiis spccics froni an iniperfect Croniarty specirnen fiftecn
years ago. (Se IlOld Red Sandstonc,» frst edition, 1S841, Plate
Ï11. Fig. 4.) Of the grently butter specinens nowv ligured I owe thme
larger one (Fig. 120) to Mrs. Mill, Tlînrso, who detectcd it iii the ricidy
fossilircrous ilag(stoncs of the locality iii whichi she resides, and kinly
mnade iL over to nie; and the specmncu of whichi I have given a unagnifi-
cent representation (Fig. 12, p, 55) to my friend Mr- Robert Dick. I
have, bcsides, scun sevural spccimens of the saine organisrn, in a better
or worse state of kccping, in the interesting collection of the 11ev.
Charles Clouston, Sandwick, near Stromness..


