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ling of the silver bell and the spectres of the dungeon of Velicili
did not prevent the peasants from propping the vine and exploring
the ruins ; 1 coneludcd thiat nlear a gulf, wliore lislî necessalrily
abound, I slîould probably met with the cabini of me fishierman.
Wlien vine-dressors brave .Falkeiisteini and bis Mouse, fisliermni
mighit weIl Llare flatte and Lis Rlats.

I was neot deceived. I continued, hlowever, walkilig for sonie
timne before I mot anlytlîiig ; but at lengtili rcachied a point of the
baiik wliere tie iNahuc joins tue Iliiie. 1 began to give up al
hopos of meeting a ivaterman, but, on desconding towards soine
osiers, 1 doscrieil a boat of a strange cons-truction, in whichi a
muan, onveloped in a covcring, wvas sleeping. I wont into tlic boat,
awoke flhc mina, and poiniteà to flic tower; but lie dia not under-
stand nie. I thon shlowedl hlmi one of the large Saxon crowns,
which. are of the value of six francs cadli; hoe uiderstood me
iinoidiatoly; alld a few minutos afterwards, -%itlîout exchiangiîîg a
Word, we, spoctre-likce, were gliding toNwards Mausetlîurm.

M'lien iii the mniddlle of tho flood, it seemedà to me as if the tower
dinisiiis iii sizo, instoad of increcaEing.

It was the llhinc-iel hich ade it appear less. As I had taken flue
boat at a piace whichi was li-ggher Up thian Mý,ausethurmn, we descend-
ed flic river, advan cingr rapidly. My cyos were fixed upon the towor,
frein flic" silnuinit of wh1ich lich vagule lighit -%as stili issuinig, andl
whichi, nt eachi strokze of thec ear, I saw distinctly increasing.
Slludnl3, 1 felt tlîo barki sining uifîder moe, as if we wore in a
wvhirIpool, alla the jerk cauised My stick to roll at My foot. I

loke a îîycenîipanlion, who, returnitng îny gaze withi a sinlister
smilo, whiichi, soon by tlie supernatural hight of Mausothurnu, hlad
soînetliinz frighitfiil in it, sftid IlBiingerlochi." )âVo were upun flhc
gulf. The boat turned. The inan rose, seized flic anchor witli
ono liand and a cllord witli flic othoer, plunged flle formier into the
surge, Icapedl on the gunwale, ami begail te -walk upon it. This
ma-nouvre w'as accomplishced with admiirable doxterity and mnar-
veloils .aqûi.Wc lanlded. 1 raisodl îuy eyos. A short dis-
tance frein whlcre Ic. stood, on a liti-le island net observable froni
the laud, ivas Mastîran enorînlous, formidable castle, dilapi-
dlatcd anil in fragments, as if gnaw'cd by Uic frighitfuil rats of flie
lcgcuîd.

'Tcfaint high{f thant I observodl was a red ha-ine whicli shied rays
along flic meonu tn.iîs, giving toecvery erevico -Lhe appearauco of thec
MeU I of an elon ous laîîltcrn. It also seced te mc as if I lîcard
in that fatail edifice a stramgo contiuned nioise-a sort of gYnawiiug
soundà.

1 lookcdl at the waterînan, told li te wait mny return, and
wakdtowards t]he rmin.

Ih waws triuly Uic Tower ef flatto-tlhe place of rats. MauSsP-
tliurm- wvas boforo mny eyes, and I was about t enter. ITi direeting
mv stops towards a low door in fc/a.dthrougli -whieh flic wind
freiîi [lic river wvas -%ihistIingy, I was startlcd by somne black living
croature, whicli rau rapidly by my feet. It appeared te me te bc
a huge rat runniug towards the rcds. Oni reaehingie thie door, 1
veiîturedl te look into flic reoom, from whicli thc strange gnlawinig


