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Btarring the Land.

§
I It isisot often ous comee upon so good and timely an
axticle on practical farming in an ordinary newspaper,
as the following editorial, which we cull from the
Collingwood Bulletin, Such articles would benefit the
country farmore than the political squabbling, village
gossip, and silly tales too often found cnmbering the
oolumns of our local newspapers. Since our contem-
porary can do so wellin-the agricultural line, wo hope
he will try his hand again, and often.
Last week we gave a number of statistics showing
the rapid development of the Lutter, cheese and egp
trade ia Canads, and briefly drew attention to the
fact that this increase had not caused a reduction in
the prices of these srticles. Butter is higher and
scaroer to-day than it hasbeen for many years, while
‘the price of cheesa and eggs is, as a rule, better also.
All kinds of dairy produce have advanced in price,
and beef, pork and mutton have followed suit. With
these facts before them we would respectully call
the attention of farmers to a subject which is of the
utmost importance both to them and the country at
large. Everybody will admit that our agricsltural
yesources are the moat important resources we have.
Our lumber and minerals aud fisheries would be of
amall consequence indeed if we had to depend upon
them independently of the products of the soil. The
market for lumber 1s uncertain and the supply limijt-
od ; only a limited number of men can find successful
employment in fisherics ; and ruining is in most cases
aspecies of lottery in which blanks are much more
** numerous than prizes. Upon the agricultunat rests
the hopes of our national proapenty. ~ But agriculture
itself must be conducted upon sound principles, or 1t
msy fail. Some feople soom to imagine that the so1l
ameeds but to be ploughed and the sesd sowed 1n order
, Yo secure an abundant harvest. 1f wheat is found to
be profitable the land is sown with wheat, and year
afyer year, without interruption, its resources are
drawn upon toyield the ‘‘golden grain.” The farmers
of this township take a »ort of pnide in beheving
that theirs is the finest wheat-growing township 1n
Cansda. But unlees a different syatemn be adopted
this pre-eminence must soon be known only as a re-
membrance. There are fields in Nottawasaga which
have yiclded crofu of wheat for fifteen years or more
-successively, and now the crops begin to show symp-
toms of that sickliness whichis the inevitable con-
sequence of starving the soil. If this state of things
is permitted to go on many years longer we fear the
result will be most disastrous, It is a fact well
known to scientific farmers that the elements which
go tomake up any particular kind of vegetable growth
are oontained in the aoil only in himited quantities.
‘When these become thoroughly exhausted the land is
barren and good for nothing, and years of constant
fertilization will be necessary before:t can bo brought
Dback to its normal condition. Those farmers who
neglect 2o remember that land should be supphied
continuously with a certain amount of artiticial nour.
iahment while it is producing heavy crops, must look
formard with gloomy anticipations to those coming
years of barrenness when the soil will be tilled in
vain, and the seed sown will give no return. That
1hese years will come is abeolutely certain, unless
some effective means be adopted to save the land
They may bo long delayed where soil is strong, but
their coming 18 none the less sure. The remediesare
themselves aimple and abundantly plentiful. Every
year the 1and which has been producing heavy crops
should bemanured. Orif manure cannot be obiained
in sufficient quantities, the evil may be mitigated if
not entirely avorded by a judictous change in the
kind of crops.  Wheat fields should be reheved by
something which does not requirethe elements neces.
sary for the production of wheat, and their energics
will thus accumulate. But there is another remedy
2o which we wish to call speqal attention, and that
is the raising of more stock. When butteris selling
for 25 and 35 cents a pound butter-making must be a
profitable business, and thereis not much danger of
the butter market being overstocked. The English
market has for many ycars absorbed a large quantity
of Canadian butter, and will continue to doso. Then
there is che:se, which can be manufactured with
equal profit. If farmers would let some of their
over-cropped fields run into pasture and il the pas.
tures mith a good stock of cattle, they would not only
materially enrich the suil, but would at the same
fime enrich themaelves with the profits of A well-con.
ducted dairy. We commend this subject to the
serious attention of our agricultaral readers, and feel
aded that1fantelligently put to thetest, the plan
, will be found to result in imniense good.

-~

Cheap Pencing,

The cost of fenves is becoming a serions matter in
all parts of this continent, even those where timber
has heretofors been most sbundant. Inthe Western
States there has always been a scarcity of fenoe
material, and the reault has been a sharpening of wits
to devise ways and means of doing the thing with as
little coat as possible. An Ill.nois cotreapondent of
the Southern Plomler and Farmer details a method
employed by him which may prove snggestive to
some of our readers. A Virginis farmer commenting
on this plan, advises the substitution of cut wire
staples (grape ataples) for the holes in the posts, and
also notching the rails, where they rest on the wire
loops, to prevent alipping.

Having come into possession of & farm in Albémarle
county on which there is a small supply of timber
suitable for fence-rails, and the fencing on the place
being in very bad condition, X have been much exer-
cised on the subject of cheap fencing. The ordinary
stake fence, or worm feuce, if adopted would consume
all of my available fencing timber, and leave my
place still but badly fenced. The ordinary post and
rail fence, though requiring much less timber, wounld
cost more than I could well afford, besides the time
required to conatruct it,

After much thought, I have hit upon a fence that
anits me admirably ; ard as 1 supposs there are man
farms in the condition of mine, viz: badly fenced and
acarce of timber, I am dieposed to give their owners
the benefit of my invention. To make the fence, get
out posts as you would for a post and rail fence ; in-
stesd of mortiag the posts, dore through them just
about where you want the rail to come, asmal) hole—
balf or three-quarter inch will be large enough—and
through this hole pass about 18 inches of daling wirr,
tying the ends 20 asto form a loop large enough to
contain the ends of two ordinary fence rails; then
set the soutg in the ground as you would to make a
post and rail fence, except that the flat mde of the
post shall bo parallel with, instead of perpendicular
to the direction of the fence, then 1nsert the ends of
your zails 1n the wire lcops (ordinary fence rails will
do), so that all of the ends of one ﬁanel shall bo onone
side of the postand the cnds of the next panel onthe
other side of the post, thus balancing the weight on
the post and tightening the wire-loop so that it holds
therails firmly in place. The posts may be smallcr
than in the ordinary post and rail fence, as they are
not weakened by mortises. 1f & mere temporary
tence ts desired, an ordinary fence stake may be sub-
stituted for the post, by the use of & crow.barin
making the holes, then driving the stakes in with an
axe. The fencemay berapidly put up, and as rapidly
taken down fer removal,

Thuis fence, wath the posts inserted the usual dis-
tance in the ground, will atand firmer than the usual
post and rail fence, because the wide side of the poat
will be parallel to the fence and present a wider sur-
face of remstance to any force presing sgainst the
fence, The great saving in nvcndinﬁ the expensive
mortises and troublesome fitting of the rails in those
mortises necessary in the ordinary post and rail
fence will be obvious at once. The_wire-loop whick
takes their place will, at present prices (12 cents per
pound), cost from one cent 10 one and a half ger nel
according to the numberof rails desiredin the fence.
The wire will outlast the post or rail, and if proper}
tied will be awply strong to sustain any weight that
the rails wall bear,

1 am so much pleased with this fence that I expect
to substitute it altogether on my farm 1 the place of
my worm aud stake fences as they give ou?.

e

Summer Fallowing:

George Geddes is in favor of summer fallowing as
the most effectual method of eradicating conch grass
and other inveterate weeds, but thinks it will not pay
unlcss foul plants have taken such possession of the
soil as to render desperate res ry for

Mixing Lime, Gypsiim, Ashes &o., with Manure.

A correspondent of The Wecern Rural inquircs :—
“Would you advise miming guicklune, ashes or
plaater in the compoat heap, or M the bquid manure
vat? Would it not be a good way te get thees
elementa into the soil ; or would it bo better to sow
them separately, or mixed, directly on theland? Ia
muck a good absorbent of tho liquid and gascous
portions of manura? Will it pay to haul it a mile oe
more for that purpose?”

The editorial reply is as fullows :—We should not
sdvise mixing either quicklime, ashes or plaster
(gypeum) with green manure, for compost ; certainly
ot in the liquid manuve vat. 1f theliquid mauure is
offensive-to the amell, a solution of copperas would be
more proper, siuce, in its action.in deodorizing, it
forms two valuable compounds. Theaction of guick.
lime is *o set the ammonia contained in the maoure
free. 1f this be not absorbed by peat, muck or other
absorbents, it passcs into the air and is lost,

I we mingle an equal bulk of gypsum and ear.
bonate of smmouis, both in fine powder, it smells
strongly, for ammonia is set {ree and velatilized. 1If
it be drenched with water to the point of super-
saturation, the ammonia is then fixed until the water
w dried out, when action again commences. Thus
you will readily see why these compounds of lime
should not be used in composts.

If to the liquid manure, copperas, in the propor-
tion of half a pound dissolved in each gallon of water
use:d, bu thrown into the liqud manure, the quantity
to be determined by the cessation of odor, both the
ammonia and the sulphuretted compounds are scized
and held until, being incorporated with the soil, they

Y | are again given up to plants.

W thereforeadvise, in making compost with green
or firmenting manures, to use dry muck, peat, carth
or luam, as an absorbent, 1n regular layers, using Just
enough water to keep up an active fermentation.
That there may be no escape, the top and sides muat
also be covered. After the fermentation has ceased,
the heap may be turned once or more, to thoroughly
mix and disintegrate the mass, when i1t will bein the
best state for application to the land.

Dry muck, peat, earth, clay, etec., are the beat
absorbents available on the farm. We should prefer
tosow the lime, gypsumn or ashes separate, rather
than to m:x them with the manure. There areso
many contingenries and chemical changes connected
with the making of manure, that the subject isa study
initself. A careful perusal of the works specially
devoted to this subject, will be found to pay.

A Bun-down Farm

The Couniry Gentleman, 1n rejiving toa corres-
pondent who inquires how to make an exhausted
farm fertile, after premisingthat there are special
circumstances to be taken 1nto account in every such
case, lays down the following general pnnciples-in
view of a soil which, from continuous hard cropping,
has been deprived of the vegetable matter it once
contained, snd settled down into a compact, hard
mass :— -

1. Underdrammng, if the soil settles down in 2 mass
after long rains.

2. Mellow cultivation when dry enough, pulveriz-
ing the soil well as a preventive of drout|

3. The introduction of clover, to be preceded if
neccasary by a moderate dresaing of maoure, or by

Y { some other green crop.

ass, for the

4. Working most of the farm into
or the manu-

maintenance of domestic annmals, and
facture of manure.

5. As theimprovement progresscs, planting or sow-
ing such crops as appear on trial to do best. such as
corn, bezus, barley, &e¢, preferring a variety or rota-
tion,

*>

MANURE FOR WHEAT.—The Delaware Slate Journal
says .— Wherever orgatuc matter abounds in the soil
a free use of bones and potash will speedily restore 3t
to itsoriginal fertility ~ In sandy soils organic matter
i the form of peat, muck, or leaf mouldshould be

bLined with the bones and potash. The finer the

their extirpation. 1I:summer fallowed ten acres of
good 1and badly infested wath couch grass; got rid of
the pest, and obtamed thirty-eight bushels of wheat
to the acre; but this excellent yicld of conrse repre-
sented two years use of the land, and nas thercfore
only equivalent to nincicen Lushels per acre as oue
season’s product,

bones are ground the more epecdy their action. 1f
the hones are grouad tn a raw atate, that is, wathout
stexuming or burning, and ground very fine and mixed
with three times their weight of fine muck or peat,
or leaf mould, and kept moist for three weeks Lefore
being: used, they will generate all the ammonia
necegsary to the rapid growth of wheat or other
growing crops, without the addition of other sub-

stances,



