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structure and form, in the one ease, and as to the ability
for individuals belonging to any group of organized be-
ings to interrnarry and produce a fertile offspring, in
the other. Both considerations are to be kept in view in
determining what is to be regarded as a species, but
espeeialiy the latter point. It is £ound, for instance, that
the maie mule, whichi is a cross between the horse and the
ass, cannot give birth to another mule. Plants, in like
manner, may be crossed, but the hybrids thus produced
are infertile. This is one of the mysteries of the re-alm
of nature. flow organized beings camne to be -tlius
divided up into groups, and surrounded by a. wail of
separation, -%vas the problemn which, Darwin set himself to,
solve. The task lie placed before* himself ivas this: to
show that ail the various forms of vegetable and animal
life with which the globe is now peopled, or of which we
find the remains preserved in a fossil state in the great
earth miuseuin arounid us, have corne down froni at least
four or five progenitors, animais and plants in. au equal
number. Blut his speculation did not stop at, that point
and hie adds, <'Ana.logy would iead me one step further,
nameiy, to the belief thiat ail animais, and plants have
descended £rom some one prototype and that probably
ail the organie beiiùgs which have ever lived on this
Parth have descended froin some one primordial form,
into which life -%vas first breatiied by the Creator."

The main propositions by wvhich hie would. bring us
to that conclusion mnay be surncd up, as follows:

(1) That observed and admitted variations apringrZ
up in the course of descent froin a cominon progenitor.
(2) That many of these variations tend to an improve-
nient upon the parent stock, possessing soine quaiity that
is profitable or advantageous. (3) That by a continued
sé,leetion of these improved speciinens, as the progenitors
of future stock, its powers rnay be increased illimitably.
(4) That there is in nature a power continuahly and
universally wvorking out this selection and so fixing and
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