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1% THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN,
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Ife. No real Chrstian can doubt that it is an im-
perative duty to undecewve such a person; and yet
there is cften a great backwardness in revealing the
solemn troth; and the language of a delusive hope
isTrequently employen even by those who are con-
vi-ced that the sufferer’s case is Lopeless.

This unwillingness to communicate o kaowledge ot
their situatinn to the dying, may arise either from
the pain it gives the individual who is made the
channe] of communication, or fram the effect which
is hkely to be produced on the patient. Nothing
but the wnast unpardonable selfishness will ever tole-
rate the former as arational plea for the neglect of
this duty. It way, and in the mujority of cases it
will,be mast paintui to be the bearer of the melancholy)
trith; but surely thisought not te prevent the truth;
being spokes. Itis pa
the impenitent ; to break in upon the slumber of,
thase who are asleepin sin; boldly to set forth the
guilt and danger of a life of disobedience : but still
this must be done, aud not wmwerely by the appointed
roinister, whose office it is to exhort and tn warn,
L.t by every real servant of the Lord Jesus Thrst,
who seeks the furtherance of Lis divine Mastes’s
glory,and the salvation of the souls of bis fellow-crea-

i

)

tures. Amd if it be wisdom to tell 4 mman of his dan-{to spiritual and cternal subjects, )
it isiis called to-day,” wan is to flee tv the Saviour, to

:seek pardon through his atoning blued. But surely
the man who mustsoon lic dowa in the chambers ofno maa will dare to say that God may nat show mercy

even at the last.
voice of savereizn mercy msy not utter to the soul|
of the dying, ** Thy siss are forgiven thee ; depart!

ger while in the days of heallh and strength,
worse than folly to conceal his true situstion from

{ae grave,

With respect to the patient himself. If, indeed,’
there is a satisfactory evidence that, united to Christ
by a true and living faith, be is in truth a believer,’
surely the tidings need not be held back, that he:
must soan leave the house of this earthly tabemacle.{
The believer’s conversation is in heaven. His Lord
is in heaven. His thoughts, his desires, his uffec~i
fions, arc centred in heaven. He doubts not but that{
many who were linked to him by dear and tender!
ties shall dwell wiih him in heaven; why, then, should
the truth be concealed that the world and all its va-
mities is fast departing from him, and that he shall
speedily Le emancipated from the {rammels of a cor-
ruptible body, and that his soul, rausomed by the
blood of Jesus, shall wing its way to those regions
whete there is fulness of joy 2 Death is gain to the
believer. The worldling knows not this. He cannot
comprehend the purport of the declaration. What
gan can thrre be in death 2 is his inquiry. But
“all things' are the believer’s—even ¢ death,”
with all its faacied horrars. For what says the Sa-
viour 2 ¢¢ e that liveth and believeth 1 me shall
never die.” Let this declaration be laid up in the
heart as a treasure of inestimable value.  There is no
death to the believer. ‘The body shall, indeed, be
consigned to the sepuickre, and the name and memo-
r1a) shall soon be furcotten, and the asnes shall no
Jongerbe distinguished from the sail ta which they have
heen consigned. But thereis life eternal for the be-
liever, in the house not made with haads. Why,
theo, not tell the dying Cbristian that he must sogn

inful to rebuke vice; to warnj®aid, trust to such repentance, and trust in vain,—
Why disturb the dying sinuer, when the hfe is now
drawing to a close? Salvation 1s the work of a whole

Such a mode of reasoning testdies a lamentable ig-
norance of the salvation of the Gospel. It is danger-
ous to trust to g death-hed repentance; it is pre-
sumptusus to do so.
Ibadily anguish, when the thoughts cannot be directed

H
reign grace of that Jehovah whe delighteth in mercy.

unto life, man’s duty isto call the dying sinner to

his crime cannot but be henions, who deludes the dy-jcondemnation of the unfaithful watchmean and ney.
ing sinner or the dying formali<t, and does not lead|gent shepherd. The exercise of the various Christ B8
them, while the lamp of life hiclds on to burn, to Je-igraces is never moro important, than in the solens R
sus, the only shelter from the wrath to come. Sure-1ty of the dying chamber. It is there that the pn g8
ly, the concerns of a never-dying soul are not thusisence of the pastor of deep Christiun ¢xperience &
to be tampered with. Surely, the ctercal portion of jespecially felt, und that many a pastor, whase ninj
a human being is rot to be trifled with. Surely, the |has not extended beyond the limited sphere of LERUS;
vague, undefined notions of the Divine mercy, to parochial duty, is made the humble instrument of 4}
which countless myriads trust, ought not to put sside|recting a perishing soul to the fountsin opened i
the declarations of the Divine Word, which repre- sin and for uncleanness, a soul which shall be i
sent the fearfu) portion of those who shall ap; ear be-icrawn of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus.
fore the heavenly throne unjustified, unsanctified, and
not mect for the society of * just men made perfect.”

But what efficacy, it may be asked, can there be
n a death-bed repentance? Too mauay, it may be

ife, and it is too late to begin that work now.—!

That bed 13 too often a bed of
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« To-day, vhile it

No man will dare to say that the!
4

n peace.” No man may presume to limit the sove-|C
Whatever God’s purposes may be, man’s duty is

plain.  Whether or no God will grant repentance fi
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repentance. Whether or no God will dispel the
a

mists of prejudice and error, man’s duty is to point
out s perishing brother the true character of the
Gaspel dispensation. We may depend upoa it, that
he will be regarded by the eondemned soul ip misery
as the worst of enemies, who drew the veil of con-
cealment over the actual condition in life’s last mo-
ments, and whispered the delusive tale of restoratian
to bodily health, while the soul was on the very con-
fives of eternal misery.

There is a reason urged, hawever, for the proprie-
ty of concealing the true nature of their situation
from the dying, lest the chance of their recovery
might he lessened by the shack which the communi-
cation would impart. Even were the communication
like to prove hurtful so far as the body is concerned,
it still would seem an imperative duty {o acquaint the
patient with his true condition; and the conduct of
the medical attendant is in the highest degree re-
prebansible, who Leeps the patient and his fricads in
the dark. Speaking with reference to this very point,
3 medical practitoner of grent eminence, who has
viewed this important subject in its true light, thus
records his opinion : ¢ It is objected, that the com-
munication may be attended wirk injurions effects,

laave 3 world which he kncw was not his home 2
Why not tell him that the w2y journey is fast

both fo $ue body and to the mind; but those bes:

its author; no prohibition is to be despised which
hes set forth ; and wo sin is pardonable here wifSH
He i:ath not pardoned,
of human nature, and of the first principles of mnf
to suppose that the subject-matter of our crimes s
be prominept, or conspicuous, in order to cong
us ctimiioals.

the reach of many of those temptations which HilR
to public and notorious mischief; but still the thoygd
of the heart msy be evil continually, and <h:)g
they condemn us?>—T. e custorus of society, or i}

the commission of glaring oufrages, when better;38

God that we ¢ sre not as other men are, exter gl
ers, unjust, adulterers, or even as the despised )

it, which makes us sinners in the sight of Gigg
The smallest straw gliding upon the snrface i€
siream, wil} point out the quarter towards whigh
current flows, as clearly asthe largest aud haig
bodies which are borne salong by it; and ey
actions apparently most trifling in themselve: 8%
ciently demonstrate the beat of our feelings, nig¥
they are right towards God.— Rev. J. 8., Ardcig

conduct shouid be regulated by the standard o
Gospel. If she hath not a lively piety herscil g
she onght most diligently to seek, she is boundy
sere it in al} others, and to teke great carei:¥§
whole conduct does not offend the rules of suct}
She is bound to let all who approach her iy
that she veaerates relizion, and that she feels 3¢
injured by any reflection upon its usages, ¢
will not suffer the accents of profanity to belR
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THE BELECTCR.-—NO. II,

. THE MEASURE 0~ SIN.
No commsndment is trifling which has God 8

It argues o gross 13nonugg

) .The outwarg circumstances of ourgg
ous stations in life may, probably, place us beAR

ard to our own repulation, may preserve us ‘i

iples are wanting; but are we, therefore, to (N

can 2 Can such sentiments or language 38
sin the sight of Him with whom we have ts428
{ost agsuredly not. It is the inward principlg
ting the heart, and not the overt act vesultirs I8

HINTS TO FEMALES.
Each female should anxiously seek that hers

]

in her hesting, without being offended.
would hold it an enormity to indulge hersell 3
verent ot profane expressions, 5o she must eng@
horror on hieering them from Jtbess, :



