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- THEB MESSENGER.

. LESSON IX—FEB. 2.. -
Christ At The Feast.

““John vii., 14, 28-37, Memory verses, 28-31.

Read the chapter.

. . Golden Text.

‘If any ma,n thirst, let him™ come unto me -

and drink.’—John vii., 37,

Home Readings,

M. John vii.,, 1-13,—Divided opinion.

T, John vii,, "14-27.—Christ at the feast.

W. John vu. 28-37—Christ at the feast.-

Th, John v1i 40-52.—Enemies defeated.
F.~—John vui 12-20.—Boldness in teaching.
S. John viii,, 21-30.—Gonv1ncing words.

S. Rev. xxii., 13-17.~Free invitation.

Lesson Story.

About six months had passed in the life of
our Lord Jesug between this lesson and the
Jast. Al this time he had been teaching
and working in Galilee, his life was not safe
fin Judea for the: rulers hated him with a
cruel hatred. -

The ‘Feast of Tabernacles’ was held in the
fall, probably in the month of October, at
Jerusalem. The Jews from all over the
lcountry went up to this feast, and as the
brothers of Jesus were going they unbeliev-
ingly requested him to go also to Jerusalem
and do his miracles there, But Jesus did
not go until after the others had all started,
and in the middle ‘of the festal week he sud-
denly appeared in the Temple, and there
taught the people. The Jews wondered at
his marvellous knowiedge; but Jesus replied
“that his teaching was of God, and that if
any man would do the will of God he should
know that Christ’s teaching is the word of
God (John -wvii., 17.)

There was much discussion among the peo-
ple as-to who Jesns was and whether he
could’ rea.lly bé thé Christ, quotiig old tra~
ditions they said that when Christ cdme 10
one. should know where he came. from,
Jesus, hearing them discussing, raised his
voice and called out, ‘Ye both know e and
know whence I am: and I am not come of
myself but he that sent me is true, whom ye
know not. I know lnm; because I am from
him, and he sent me.’

Many of the people believed on him then,
saying, ‘When the Christ shall come, will he
do more signs than this man hath done?

The infuriated Pharisees and chief priests
once and again sent officers to arrest the
jord Jesus, but he did not allow them w0
take him, for his mission was not yet ful-
filled. ‘Yet a little while am I with you,
and then I go unto him who sent mo, Ye
shall not find me; and where I am thither
ve can not come’ He was speaking of his
return to his Father, which should take place
after his crucifixion six months later. But
the Jews did not {ry to understand. his deep
meanings, their minds were dull and full of

~material thoughts..

In the last great day of the feast, the
eighth day, Jesus stood in the Templo to
teach, and called the people, saying, ‘If any
man ihiret let him come unio me, and

He that believetb on me, as the
smmpture hath said, out of his belly shadl
flow rivers of living water.

The Bible Ciass

‘Teasts of the Jews’ — Ex. xxiil., 14-16:
Deut., xvi., 1-12, 13-17.

'Seekmg God’—Heb xi.,, 6: Psa., Ixiil, 1;
xxvit., 8; xxxiv,, 4, 10: Amos v.. 4:

“Thirst—Rev. vﬂ 16; Neh. ix., 19-20: Isa.

x1i., 17, 18; xlviii,, 21 xhx., 10; xliv 3; 1v,,
1: Matt. v., B.

Suggestions.

‘Let us suppose ourselves in the number
of worshippers who, on the last, “the great
day of the feast,” are Iea.vmg their “booths”
at daybreak to take part in the service. The
pllgrims are all in festive array. In his
right hand each carries s branch, consisting
of a myrtle or willow branch tied together
with a palm branch (Lev. xxiii., 40). In his
‘Jeft hand he carries a bough of tha so-called
Paradise apple, a speeles of citron. Thus
armed the festive multitude would divide
into three bands. One of these, to the sound

‘temple,

of music, sta.rted in a procession from t;he
It foilowed a priest who.bore a
golden pitcher capable of holding three “log”
(or rather more-than two .pints). They

. proceeded to the fountain of Siloam, in the
.valley south of the Temple,

-Here the priest ..
filled from this fountain the golden pitcher,

- and brought it back into the court of the

Temple amid’ the shouts of the 'multitude
and the sound of cymbals and trumpets. The
rejoicing was so great that .the rabbis used
to say that he who had never been present
at this ceremony, and at the other similar
ceremonies by which this feast was distin-
guished, did not know what rejoicing meant.
The return was so timed that they should

arrive just.as they were laying the pieces
of the sacrifice upon the great altar of
burnt oﬁermg, towards the close of the ordi-
nary morning sacrifice service. The water
from the golden pitcher was poured upon the
altar, Immedla.tely the great “Hallel,” con-
sisting of Psa. exiil.-exviii, was chanted
antiphonally, or, rather, with responses, to
the accompaniment of the flute, At the close
of this festive mormng service there was a
pause in the services while the priests pre-
pared to offer the special services of the

. day. At this moment there arosé, so loud as

to be heard throughout the Temple the voice
of Jesus. He interrupted not the seryices,
for they had for the moment ceased; he in-
terpreted, and he fulfilled them.’ ~— Eder-
sheim, in ‘The Temple, and its Services.’

Lesson Hymn.

Ho! everyone who is thirsty in spirit,
Ho! everyone who is weary and sad;
\Come to the .fountain, theres fu.lness in

Jesus,
,Au that ylmfi re longing for, come, and be
glad! .

Child of the world, are you tired of your
bondage,

- Weary of earth joys, so false, so untrue;

T hirstmg fyr God, and his fulness of bless-
ing?
List to the promxse«-—a message for you!

Child of the Kingdom, be ﬁlled with the
Spirit!

Nothmg but fulness thy longing can meet;

'Tis the enduement for life and for service;

Thine is'the Promise, so certain, so sweet.

‘I will pour water on him who is thirsty,

‘I will pour floods upon the dry ground:
‘Open your heart for the gifts I am bringing,
“While ye are seeking me, I will be found.’

Questions.

1. How did the Pharigees and priests treat
our Lord? .

2. Did the common people believe on him?
If3.‘?‘Wha.1: did Jesus say about the water of
ife
11349 ‘What had he said about the bread of
ife? -

5. Wanen God gave the children of Israel
bread and water in the desert what did it

typify?
C. E Topic.
Feb. 26 —-Palm~tree Chﬁstla.ns Psa. xeii,,

1-15.
Junior C. E.

Feb. 26~What does it mean to follow
Josus? Matt, iv., 18-23.

What Can the Parson Do ?

‘What can a pastor do in the Sunday-
fschool? He may take a class; in some
cases it iIs necessary that he should do so.
If he can get some competent person to take
charge of the class which properly would be
his, he can do more for the school as a
whole by koeping himself free. He then
can keep watch of the school as a whole,
and note in what respect it needs strengthen-
ing. He will be able to make valuable sug-
gestions 1o the superiniendent.” If a class
lacks a teacher, let him act as a substitute,
and by so doing in time he will get person-
ally acquainted with the scholars, and be
pble to proach to them: better by coming
more inlo sympathy with them. Also, he
will know bow to talk with and aid the vari-
ous tcachers in their work. They naturally

will turn to him for advice, inasmuch as he -

knows the peculiarities of the scholars.
Coming thus into touch with the superin-
tendents, teachers, and scholars would seem
t0 be muech better than-to teach a limited
number. It is better for a commander to ia-
spire his whole force than to drill o com-

pany.—‘Pilgrim Teacher,’

11
Helps To Personal Study.,

Having, found the method of preparing and
teaching ‘the Sunday-school “legson’ herein
described a success in my own experience,
it has often been a guestion to me whether
others might not be helped by it, or by such
modification of the plan as their nee'ds should
suggest,

_ ‘My practice is to take a sheet of unruled
note-paper (four pages) of a size to slip into
a teacher’s Bible nicely, and then from some
lesson help to cut the Scripture text, which

I paste verse by verse on the left of each

page of the blank paper, putting as nearly
as possible one-fourth.the verses on each
page, Having thus with shears and paste
prepared a lesson-paper, the next thing in
order is to prepare the lesson itself without
the use or ‘eithér.

‘As the lesson is studied, I jot down in its
appropriate place  any truth to be brought
out, any illustration to be used, any refer-
ence to be read. In short, my sheet of paper
is to me what his “headings” are to ihe
minister who preaches extemporanesusly. A
word is generally enough to suggest to me a
line of reasoning -or a train of questions.

‘Wherein do I find practically that such a
lesson-paper proves helpful?

‘First.—The paper is of itself an incentive
to careful preparation on my part as a teach-
er; for if that paper, as it lies between the
leaves of my Bible, is blank to-day, my class
will not be long in discovering why the
lesson. isn’t as interesting as it was last
week,

‘Secondly.—By this means some strong
point, one, perhaps, that my class especially
needs to have brought out, is noted, when it
might be overlooked. or some 1llust1ation
that will throw a_flood of light on the text
is preserved, when otherwise it would slip
from the mind.

‘Thirdly.—Thus prepared,- I cannot have
my thoughts stampeded, even by a class of
boys who have seen the circus parade of the
day befo»re, and 'who are vastly more inter-
ested in talking that over among themselves
than they are in talkmg the lesson over with
me,

‘Fourthly.—~By this method I am able to
hold a class to the study of the more im-
" portant truths of the lesson.
good lesson is ruined by fruitless discussion
of unimporiant matters,—mere side issues,—

simply because the teacher  was flustered,

and not prepared to suggest something of
more importance in its stead!

‘Lastly.~However much I may be indebted
to one or another of the writers on the les-
sons, the form in which the thoughts are
presented are thus made my own.

‘All that is written above presupposes the
Bible, and this lesson-paper, with my own
notes on the Bible text, to be the only book
or paper used in my. class teaching. It
rules out entirely the ordinary lesson-paper,
with ready-made questions, and sometimes
with their ready-made answers.—S.S. Times.'

Starting a Home Department
Let some one secure a full line of home

* department literature, and study.the plan

and possible results, so as to be able to
present the matter intelligently before the
usual body that decides upon or governs
the Sunday-school interests. If they agree
to add the department, then elect a super-
intendent and recording secretary, who may
also act as {reasurer, and who shall share
the oversight of the work. Divide the city,
town or neighborhood into distrietg, with not
more than twenty to thirly families in each
territory. Appoint a visitor to each dis-
trict, ant, if possible, two, and supply them
with a full ine of home department litera-
ture and lesson gquarterlies. Have them
thoroughly understand the operation of the
plan.—*8.8, Magazine.’
P

‘Toung people, as well as those who are
older, appreciate a smile, a pleasant word,
and a-warm weicome from the older mem-
bers of the school. Gloomy faces always
repel.
ers especialiy, should appear in the class-
room with beaming faces and welcoming
words., This same interest must be mani-
fest wherever they may chanco to meet the
pupils of their schools. To pass one by

without notice is-to lose his confidence and -

to diminish greatly the opportuaity of indu-
encing hira.—>rs. Ilopkins.

How many &

Therefore, superintendents and teach- ...



