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that an output equivalent to the full load of one Diesel set 
could be available instantly if one of the running sets failed ; 
this precaution has proved most useful ; it allows the engines 
to be run at practically full load with safety, and it has 

number of failures of supply that otherwise would
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It must not be assumed from the above remarks that the 
failures of gas or Diesel engines are always of a serious 
nature ; the great majority of accidents that might cause an 
interruption to supply are quite trivial, and can be rectified 

few minutes, but they happen so suddenly that there is 
no time to run up a spare set. With the gas engines it may 

„ trifling defect in the ignition gear, or something caus- 
bC 3 S ‘ With the Diesel engine it
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m th« special circumstances in Guernsey both g ^ 
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'v°rking would be nearly double the cos ^ recent
®as- The fuel costs of the Diesel engines before 

®avy rise in the price in oil were Practica' y 
as’_ but, at present prices, the cost o that no
Ugines is so heavy, that it is fairly ce pr;ces 
ngines of this type will be installed un 1 ^ baye proved 

Although the internal combustion eng at least, of 
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^amounts to over 10 per cent, of the fuel ^^eu 
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ing pre-ignition or back firing, 
may be a needle valve stuck open, or a compressor valve 
hung up ; all of these defects may be of no importance, and 
the engine may be on load again in a few minutes, but unless 

is running, or there is a battery, they may causea spare set 
an interruption to the supply.

Experience has shown that the gas engines are more 
these little troubles than the Diesel engines, in 
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engines. On the other hand, the Diesel
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to put right.

There is no doubt that, if a supply depends entirely on
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plant can often be run
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a „ the set without delay to avoid the risk of serious dam- 
I the high temperature and high pressure of the gases 
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Another reason for having plenty of spare plant, particu- 
An° , Diesel engines, is the considerable degree of ac- 
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