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only confine myself to a general supervision,
and not interfere with the administrative

etmls, in umtatxon of the pohtxca.l pqsmon
of the Dominion Wlth rega,rd to the Mother

ountry, my dutyis therefore to attm& ﬁrmly
upon the existing sta.tutea, and I do not
see that any blame can be attached to me
for not doing that which I have no right to
do, in all other respects Great Priory has
the whole and sole conirol of its legislation
and governmeu v.

“ OF TCE GREAT SUB-PRIOR.”

Although I believe in political circles it
is usual not to deprive the head of a body
of the nomination of his ministers, on the
grounds that it is not possible for a minis-
tér to carry on business with & professed
opposition in his Cabinet, I have con-
sidered that as my appointment of * Greab
Prior” is a direct one from H, R. H. the
Grand Master, and féeling conviiced that
you have the prosperity of this Great
Priory as much at hearb as myself, I now
willingly resign and place in your hands
the nomination of the “Great Sub- Prior” of
the Dominion as your representativa, with
a recommendation that being the highest
rank amongst the officers of Great Priory,
and the Sub-Prior lisble at any moment to
be called upon to rule Grent Priory, he
Liald the office for twoif not three consecu-
tive years.

LEGISLATION.

The agenda paper will have informed
you of the several sabjects to be brought
forward for consideration. The matter of
the Scottish Encampments at New Bruns-
wick, has been agsin maoted, no action to
affiliate with us baving taken place since
our last assembling; and although I still
agree with the liberal Masonic doctrine re-
specting private bodies that existed pre-
vxous to tne formation of another govermng
power than the ome from which they
:Tenved their exmtence, viz: “Gra.nd Lodge
cdinnot take away Masonic life from & pri-
va.te Lodge which it did not giye, Wxthout
the consent of that Loage," stlll cu*cum-
sﬁy.nnes may o require th
v a.nscmng é&w power of 5 the govemmg bo
to exclnmve ;nnadlctwn. p he.s h!;en re-
ported to nie that in New Brunswick the fees

a;hse 30 require the necessxt&y.
Y,

1 v . . -
of the two cottish Encampmeénts thexe
are absolutely nothing as compared to ours;
from this, and otlier reatons assigned, the
progress of our F'eceptory the “Union c’ie
Molay, at 8t. Johit, since the great fire in
Jude 1877, wheu the Praceptory totally
lot property to the amolint of $2,000, has
been mo.tema.lly impeded, and its success
retarded; in a word, that an unfortunate
rivalry has been allowed to gain strength
prejudicial to the-order—the Scottish En-
campments atSt.Jéhn and neighboring town
of St. Stephens assuming the ascendancy,
and endeavoring, virtually, to suppress all
attempts to advarce the interest of the
Preceptory holding allegiance to this Great
Priory; in this case it becomes necessary
for Great Priory to protect herself and sub-
ordinates. No advances have been made
by the Chapter General of the Templar Or-
der in Scotland to cultivate any fraternal
intercourse, and I find on reference to the
Scottish Masonic Calendar for this year,
that but nine subordinate bodies are on the
roll an act under Chapter General, vizi—
four in Scotland, onc in India, one in New
South Wales, one in New Zealand, and two
in New Brunswick.

¢¢ANNUAL MEETINGS OF GREAT PRIORY.”

With respect to rescinding the resolution
of Great Priory to hold its annual assembly
at the City of Montreal, on the ground of
its being & direct violation of the Statutes,
Sec. 7, page 7,—I do not agree with this
opinion, as it is no more illegal than any
other chaLuge made in them by competent
authority, vizi—“The Great Priory at ifs
annual meebmgs, ‘there is no law existing
to prevent such change being made when
considered a.dvxsa.ble, but, to prevent any
further mmunaerstzmdmg on this point, it is
proposed to 2dd a clause to_the Statutes,
* thas no alteration or u.menament be made
to them until after due notice has been
given in writing 8t & previous annuel as-
sembfy,’ ” thas giving élme for mature de-
liveration. However, I cannot  belp ad-
mxttmg i is only reasonable, tha.t as ali
bnt tkree }?receptones are hold in the ?ro-
vmce qf Ontq.no, that, men;{:erg ‘mxgbs

ru?t‘}ruay W,lSh,\ 8“1}, k?g’n?v?‘a '1.40

venience, {9 haye | Grea.t FPriory o meet.
and iR conjunctzon with tho Grand Roya)l.



