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CANADA'S DEVELOPMENT.

UR visitors are surprised and
pleased to discover in Canada

the evidences of industrial progress
that have, up to this moment, attract-
ed their attention. The half, how-
ever, has not been told. This larger
portion of the North American con-
tinent is so extensive, its industries so
numerous, its possibilities so great,
that no body of men making a2 sud-
den incursion into any one part of it
can be expected to appreciate and
comprehend the whole. Possibly the
most marked characteristic of the
country is the freedom of its institu-
tions. Here we have, under the
Sovereign whom Canadians, in com-
mon with other British subjects, de-
light to honor, a full degree of politi-
cal liberty. We rule ourselves in
accordance with the British constitu-
tional system, and we flatter ourselves
that under that system we have a
Government more responsive to the

popular will than the Government of ;

any land outside of the Empire to
which we belong.

Has our system of self-government
been conducive to the well-being of
Canada and of the Empire? The
answer is surely to be found in the
improved conditions of the country
during the past thirty years. We
commenced business in a small way,
a fur-trading and lumber-selling peo-
ple, with scattered agricultural settle-
ments along the river banks. The

earliest efforts of the pioneers were -

directed to the cause of education.
We see the results of the labours of
that day not only in the primary
schools but in the great seats of learn-
ing. Material considerations, how-
ever, affected the Canadians of the
last generation. They perceived the
necessity for rapid communication,
and gave us the nucleus of the rail-
way system, covering some sixteen

thousand miles, which wc now have.
Then commenced a period of devel-
opment. The settler, no longer re-
stricted to the waterways, was able to
occupy and to cultivate ‘‘the back
country,” and, consequently, more
room was found for producers. New
forces gave birth to further steps for-
ward. We brought all the provinces
under one government ; we added the
vast North-West and British Columbia
to our area, and we connected the
Atlantic and the Pacific by rail
Now Canada, though divided into
provinces for the purposes of purely
jocal administration, is one country.
The circumstance which led us in the
exercise of our powers of self-govern-
ment to unite politically and to reach
out commercially was our faith in the
capabilities of the vast country which
isour. It was believed that Canada
was rich in minerals, rich in timber,
rich in fertile areas, rich in fisheries,
rich, indeed, ia all that goes to make
up a powerful and prosperous State.
It was felt that the utilization of our
resources would be a paying enter-
prise, not only contributing to the
wealth of the country, but affording
homes for British people and fields
for the profitable employment of
British capital. Canada has not
been disappointed. A panoramic

. view of the Dominion to-day reveals

a measure of activity that bears testi-
mony to the wisdom of the men of
all parties who labored for a uaited
country and a progressive policy.
What is being done at the present
moment? Our famous business of
lumbering—prosecuted in New Bruns-
wick, where the great deals are sawn
for the British market; in Quebec
and Oantario, whose northern districts
are rich not only in pine, but in the
spruce from which paper is made;
and in British Columbia, the home



