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Roans.~Though aivanced as the present age ‘

i in civilization and christiavity, yet the studeuts
of antiquity must acknowledge that we can by
no means compete with the ancient Romuns in
one respect at least, namely, in the construction
and stability of our public ronds. Nothlog can
be more conducive to the health of a community
than a good dry cleanroad. Why is it that we
have such poor roads throughout the greater
part of our State ? It is not because’ we denot
spend labor and mooey upon them. TFar from
it. Bat the trouble generally is in our system.
We spend a few hundred dollars this full, aud o
few hundred next, acd so on, yet we always have
poor roads. Did we at once lay out a few
thousand on them, and, if passible to find one,
give it to ap honest man who would faithfully
devote it to the intended purpose, we should
500D experience quite a change in the condition
of our roads. 'L've following is taken from Dr.
Antkon's excellent work on “Roman Anti-
quities ;” it will show what kind of roads they
had two thousand years ago :

« The public wotks were perhaps the greatest
of all Roman works, and were constracied with
amazing labor and expense.; ‘They were gener
ally raised sbove the ordinary surfuce of the
ground, and frequently had two carriage tracke,
separated by a raised foot path in ihe centre,
The centre indeed was always raised, so as to
permit the water to run off easily.

«The miles were marked on stopes. Stcnes
were algo placed at smaller distances for travely
lers to rest on, and to assist those who bad
alighted in remounting their horses, for stirrups
were not used till a late period.

“The military roads were usually laid out in
streight lines from one station to ancther, with
little regard to natural obstructions, which were
frequently passed by means of very extensive
works, 88 excavatiors, bridges, and, in some
instances, tunnels of considerable length. The
solidity of their construction is clearly shown
by the existence of many tbat have borne the
travel of pear two thousand years without
material ipjury. The Roman engineers were
very particular in securing a firm bottom ;
which was done, when necessary, by ramming
the ground with small stones, fragments of brick,
&e.  On this carefal prepared* foundation, &
pavement of large stones was firmly set in cement.
‘When large vlocks could not be conveniently
obtained, small ones of hard quality were some-
times cemented together with lime, forming a
kind of conerete, of which masses extending to
A depth of several feet are still in existence.
The most celebrated of the Roman roads, both
on account of its length and the difficulties that
had to be surmounted in its construction, was
the A ppian, leading first to Capus, and continued
afterwards to Brundisiom. It was hence called
«Regios Viaram,” Parts of it still rematn, after
a duration of more then two thousand years.

UPBILON.

Excuange oF Seeps.—It i8 a good g}
agriculture, to uffcct a change of seeds ag gy
as once in every two, or three years. Whyj
that the seeds of most of our field cropsor gz
do better when cultivated on lands at a slighy
move from those on which they were maun
a question which science has as yet been nuy
satisfactorily to solve ; buteuch 18 the undeyyy
fact, and indeed is so obvious, 2nd o clearly§
roborated by all experience, asno lo.ger to s
of doubt. ‘The winter and early spring arefu
able seasons for exchanging, as well ag for prej
ing pew and improved varieties of seeds
and scions,
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QUARTERLY AND WESTMINSTER Revnnd
FOR APRIL; AND BLACKWOOD's Macsznef)
May, 1862, American Edition; New ey
Leonard Scott, & Co., 70 Eulton Street,

We have received from the publitg
through Mr. Henry Rowsell, of this ity
new numbers of the Quarterly and Westr:
ster ; which, as usual, contain valuableari§
on the most absorbing topics of the d R
These masterly British Periodicals treat v
great clearness and ability, all subjects v
which all well informed persons must sei§
make themselves acquainted. The follod
articles constitute the numbers before u{§
QuarTtERLY:—Dorset ; Hymnology; Statsi
Prosperity of Turkey ; Training of the Cla g
Life of Turner; the Eastern Archipelyss
Stanhope’s Life of Pitt; The Merimac
the Monitor. WEesTMINSTER :—The Miigh
logy of Polyncsia; Endowed Schools; 68
man Life during the Jast two centuries;
Delaney; Caesar’s Campaigns in Gaul; T4
Life of J. M. Turner; The Fathers of Grg¥
Philosophy ; Portraits of My Acquaintugy
France and Napoleon ITL; Lord Stanley; n
tcmporary Literature. The Contentsof Bufg
wooD arc as varied and rich as usuel TEy
article on President Andrew Jackson vljgk
read with avidity on this side of the Allufg

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 2

HE Office of the Board of Agricultur B
T boen removed to 188 King Strect T
afew doors from the late location adjutfey
the Government House. Agriculturists and i
others who may be so disposed are invieig
call and examine the Library, &c, whenlgh
venient. HuaH €. Txo [
Toronto, 1861. Secrelsngs




