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¢ 18.—Nono know the value of edu-
cation but those who have received it;
1t i3 therefore the daty of every child
who has been well educated himself to
use hig wfluence when he grows up to
extend it to others. und if he be a legis-
tator, to malke it national and universal
in his country.”’

-, }

GAINS OF THE ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE.

TuERE are periods, as we have seen,
when this goes forward much more
largely than at others ; when a langnage
throws open, as it were, its doors, and
welcowes strangers with especial free-
dom; buf there is never a time, when
one by one these strangers and foreign-
ers are not stepping into it. Wedonot
for the most part olserve the fact, at
least not while it is actually doing.—
The great innovator, Time, manages his
innovations so dexterously,spreads them
over such vast periods, and therefore
brings them about so gradually, that of-
ten,white eficcting the mightiest changes,
he seems to us to be effecting noneatall.

It is, indeed, well nigh impossible to
concerve any thing wmore gradual then
the steps by which a foreign word is ad-
mitted into the full rights of an English
one: and thus the process of its incom-
ing often eludes our notice altogether.
It appears to me that we may best un-
derstand this, by fixing our attention
upon some single word, which at this
very moment is in the course of becom-
ing English. I know no better axample
than the French word ¢ prestige’ will
afford. ¢ Prestige’* manifestly supplies
a want 1 our tongue ; it expressessome-
thing which no single word in English
could express ; whick could only be ex-
pressed Dy a long circumlocution ; being
that moral influence which past succes-
ses, as the pledge and promise of future
ones, breed. The word has thus natur-
ally come to he of very frequent use by
good English writers ; for they do not
feel that in employing it, they are de-
serting as good or 2 better word of their
own. At first, all used it avowedly as
French, writing it in italies to indicate
this. At the present moment some
writers do o still, some do nob; that
is, some regard it still as French, others
consider that 1t hasnow become English,
and obtained an English settlement.

Trench.

FALSE SYNTAX.

To say that a thiny looks when we
look at it, isan idiom pecaliar to our
language,and some idioms are not redue-
able to rules; they are conventional
terms which pass current, like bank-
notes, for the sterling they represent,
but must not be submilted to the test
of grammatical alchemy. It is impro-
ﬁer, therefore, to say *¢ the queen Jooks

eautifully;’” ¢¢ the flowers smell sweet-
ly;”* ¢¢this writing looks shockingly ;7
because it is the speaker that performs
the act of looking, smelling, ete., mot
the noun looked at;-and though, by an
idiomatical constructior, necessary to
avoid circumlocution, the sentence im-
putes the act to the thing beheld, the qual-
ifying word must express the quality of
the thing spoken of, adjectively, instead
of qualifying the act of the nominative
understood, adverbially. What an ad-
jective is to a noun, an adverb 15 toa
verb ; an adjective expresses the quality
of a thing, and an adverb the manner
of an action. Consider what it is you
wish to express, the quality of a thing,
or the mannrer of an action, and use an
adjective or adverb accordingly. But
beware that you discriminate justly, for
though you cannotsay ¢ the queen look~
ed majestically in her robes,’’ because
here the act of looking is performed Ly
the speaker, who looks at her; you can
and must say, ¢the queen looked
graciously on the petitioner;” ¢ the
queen looked smercifully on his prayer ;”
because here the act of looking is per-
formed by the queen.  You cannot say,
¢ these fowers smell sweetly,”” because
it is you that smell, and not the flowers;
but you cansay, ¢ these flowers perfume
the air deliciously,”” because it is they
which impart the fragrance, not you.—
You cannot say, *¢ this dress looks bad-
1y, because it is you that look, not the
dress; but you can say, ** this dress fits
badly,’" because it is the dress that per-
formsthe act of fittirg, either well or ill.

Live and Learn,
—

READING.

Or all the diversions of life, there is
none so proper to fill up its empty space
as the reading of useful and entertaining
authors : and with that the conversation
of a well-chosen friend. . . y
reading we enjoy the dead—by conver-
sation the living—and by contemplation




