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among the great mass of thinking people; and it
was impossible for the Radicals of Lower Canada to
persuade their compatriots that their special insti-
tutions, so dear to their hearts, could be safely
entrusted to their American republican neighbours.
All the men who, in the thoughtlessness of youth
or in a moment of great excitement, signed the
manifesto-notably the Molsons, the Redpaths,
Luther H. Holton, John Rose, David Lewis Mac-
Pherson, A. A. Dorion, E. Goff Penny-became
prominent in the later public and commercial life
of British North America, as ministers of the
Crown, judges, senators, millionaires, and all de-
voted subjects of the British sovereign.

When Lord Elgin found that the manifesto con-
tained the signatures of several persons holding
office by commission from the Queen, he made an
immediate inquiry into the matter, and gave ex-
pression to the displeasure of the Crown by remov-
ing from office those who confessed that they had
signed the objectionable document, or declined to
give any answer to the queries he had addressed to
them. His action on this occasion was fullyjustified
by the imperial government, which instructed him
"to resist to the utmost any attempt that might be
made to bring about a separation of Canada from
the British dominions." But while Lord Elgin, as
the representative of the Queen, was compelled by
a stern sense of duty to condemn such acts of
infidelity to the empire, he did not conceal from
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