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‘Taking a map of Upper Canada made about the year 1512
and looking particularly at the Bay of Quinte District one notices
that the bay begins immediately west of the then Village of Kings-
ton and that the townships bordering on the bay are Kingston,
Ernesttown, Fredericksburgh, Adolpbhustown, Marvsburgh, So-
pbiasburgh, Ameliasburgh, Sidney, Thurlow and Richmond.
These municipalities had formerly been known as First Town, Sec-
ond Town, Third Town and on up to Tenth Town. The six fol-
lowing Kingston were named for children of King George the
Third. Their seitlement was one direct result of the American
War of I..dependence. Kingston, although but a village of a few
houses, many of which were built of logs, was the largest and most
important settlement in what is now Ontario. Till about 1825 it
was larger than York.

Properly to understand the econdition of the séttlers occupying
these districts wbzﬁvar was declared in 1812 it is necessary to
know who the settiéds were and how they had spent the time dur-
ing their years of residence in Canadas.

The first systematic settlement began in 1783 when First
Town was selected by a number of refugees from New York under
Captain Grass as a suitable place for their new homes. This com-
pany, with others, had left New York in seven vessels and after
a voyage of nine weeks landed at Sorel, Quebec. The women and
children were left there until the men bad chosen the district for
settiement and after a winter all were moved to Kingston. Thus
it was in the summer of 1784 that the first township was occupied-



