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be e:rsidered criminal or felonious. ie was acting under y

commission issued in vittue of auLhority, originally emanat

ing from bis Majesty he was defacto acting as. Govern>r

vnder this commission. If he exceeded his powers in caus.

ing provisions to be detaned for'the use of the colony, his

offence at the, utmost could have amounted only to a civil

trespass. No North West Magistrate had a right to cauna

lis arrest by construing this act into a crime.

It has been alledged on the part of the North West Com.

pany, that it was for the lludson's Bay Company, and v:o

for theiseives, to have broúght foreerd the qüestin of the

jurisdiction of ihe Iludson's Bay Company. But this would

Lave been such a course as was never befoie- bea-d of. It

veould have been an inversion hitherto without example of the

common order of proceeding; and a diomem-s iefLacton would

convince every person of ordinaiy information, that snch

àl procedure would be as preposterous as it would be novel.

It is for those who are vested with jurisdiction undèr royal

authority, to exercise it ; if they go beyond their legal pow-

ers, it is for those aggrieved to bring forward the questidr Cf.

jurisdiction. And those aggrieved ha:e a plain .course to

obtain redress (with .ut violent measures, or taking justice in.

to their own bands) by a petition to the privy council, the

proper tribunal for a questions of interfering.or contested


