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THE CLOCKMAKER.

and a more devoted attachment to, the present occupant of

the throne, from the circumstance of the long and close con-

nexion that subsisted between them and her illustrious

parent. He was their patron, benefactor, and friend. To

be a Nova Scotian was of itself a sufficient passport to his

notice, and to possess merit a sufficient guarantee for his

favour. Her Majesty reigns therefore in this little province

in the hear{s of her subjects, a dominion of love inherited

from her father. Great as their loss was in being thus

deprived of their only protector, her faithful people of Nova

Scotia still cling to the hope that Providence has vouchsafed

to raise up one more powerful and equally kind in her

Majesty, who, following this paternal example, will be gra-

ciously pleased to extend to them a patronage that courtiers

cannot, and statesmen will not give. While therefore, as

prot6g6s ff her royal house, they claim the right to honour

and to serve the sovereign of the empire as *' their own Queen,''

they flatter themselves her Majesty, for a similar reason, will

condescend to regard them as 'Uke Queen's own.'"

CHAPTER H.

PLAYING A CARD.

I HAD lingered so long about these grounds, that the day

was too far spent to think of reaching Windsor before night,

and I therefore determined upon wiling away the afternoon

in examining, by the aid of a diving-bell, the hulls of several

ships of a French fleet, which at an early period of the his-

tory of this country took shelter in Bedford Basin, and were

sunk by the few survivors of the crews to prevent their fall-

ing into the hands of the English. The smallpox, at that

time so fatal a scourge to the human race, appearing among

them soon after their arrival, nearly depopulated the fleet,

destroyed the neighbouring village, and swept off one third

of the whole tribe of Nova Scotia Indians. So dreadful a


