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THE WRECK OF THE ELBE,

The pitiful details furnished by “the
survivors %nd crew of the shipwrecked
Elbe recall to recollection many simi-
lar harrowing ~stories. The steamer
which did thp damage has yet to be
_heard from, but apparently the Elbe was
not to blame. When the collision hap-
pened all reasonable steps appear to
have been taken to do what could be
dune, The good instincts of men are not
all degd yet, and Captain von Gossel is

. one more name added to the long roll

of geamen who have died at their posts.
In every accident there is something sure
to bappem which is incongruous with the
sirroundings. One - of the passengers
says he met the mail officer shortly after
the ‘collision and a%ked him what was
the matter. The answer was, “ No-
thing.” As a welkl-meant attempt to
calm reasonable apprehension this reply
strikes us as unique; And yet in ordin-
ary life how often does the same system
exist of endeavoring to conceal unpleas-
ant facts! The policyof hiding disaster
is resorted to by many mens It is sel-
dom a success, and those who are de-
ceived by it are doubly injured, first by
the calamity itself and then by the de-
ceit ‘but for which other steps might
have been taken.

The sufferings of those who were res-
cued make one think that life at such
& cost is dearly bought. The instinct
of self-preservation comes to the surface
and men under the guidance of that in-
stinct endure sufferings and make efforts
which they would not believe themselves
capable of in any circumstances.

Another reflection which arises in such
& eatastrophe ‘is on. what principle
are those saved who are saved ? Is it
chance, predestination, providence, for-
tune or what element s it that picks
out Xwentyrtwo persons from four hun-

. dred as being those to be resctied? Of
all problems presented to the human
mind for solution this question is the
most difficult. ®be past lives of those
saved or thejr future fate seem to have
nothing to do with the matter. “The

Devil takes care of his own” has become

& proverbial way of expressing one

popular notion about those who escape.

“ Then shall two be in the field; the

one shall be taken and the other left.”

Which o? the two ? Oun what prineiple ‘is

the choice niade ? The lesson that is

taught is, " Watch therefore L -If men
wece wise it is this very element of an-
certainty which ought to make them

*“ watch.”’ But most men take their

chance, without reflection, until the lot

falls on them, and then they wonder why
they should be the persons pitched fupon.

To go behind 'these questions, whichk only

interest ‘the individual, and ask, Why

should there be a wreck at all 2 opens
up another field too wide to diseuss andd
too unpleasant to dwell upon. . -

The immense loss of life and the ter-
rible destruction of property annually
on tks Britisa coasts is something very
few peopie know. Two thousand vessels
and seven or eight hundred lives are
lost every year on the shores of England,
Scotland and Ireland. Thé value of
prope.iy- destroyed is enormous. The
powess of nature have lost none of their
force. Man has harnessed some of them,
arl controls them sufficiently to use
others. But the gigantic”wavea of the
ocean, the fierce eyclone: of the tropics,
the terrible typhoon of thé China Sea,
still play bavoc. The man ‘who goes
down into the sea in ships still
sees the works of the Lord, and still
requires .the ‘theart of/ oak and the,
strength of triple brass, as in the rlayé
of which old*Horace wrote., To stand
on the bridge of aship and see Eome
rolli:g on, a ccuple of "miles away, a
tidal wave, topping all his lesser bréth- 1
ren who nreﬁig enough of themselves
to knock the ship abqu{f like a cork—to
know that in a few moments that wave
must be surmounted or cut ‘through—
that the chances are equal that it will
break over the ship, and send every soul
to the bottom, that is what will try
& man’s courage. If the ship rides over

the wave all will be well, if not—the
wave is here. The ship climbs up a

mountain of black water witha snowy
top—she does it slowly-—she ‘reaches the
summit—then down on the other side
and the wave has passed. While this
happens a man goes through a lifetime
of suspense, aund, after all, it takes only

a few moments. The wave might have

broken over her. But it did not, and
in a few minutes it is forgotten, except
in a aman’s dreams.

We who live on the inland lakes do
not have surh‘firightful weather as on
the ocean, but we have it quite badly
enough. Beiore very long the icy bands
of 'winter will have burst. Our steam-
ers will once more cross the lakes.
Their want of life-rafts and other suf;
ficient life-saving appliances. is too well
known for people not to feel mnervoun
about it. A catastrophe like this ter-
rible disaster to the Elbe recalls these
matters. Whoever is responsible for
the steamship equipment on the lakes has
a great burden placed on his shoulders.

JAPAN BELIEVES IN PROTECTION.

The Globe’s trade theories are all right
from a theoretical point of view, but
in practice the progressive nations of
the world do not follows them. About
the only country that our free trade
friends can refer to as conducting its
trade affairs on the so-called sound econo-
mical printiples is England. All other
progressive and aggressive nations of
the world believe thoroughly in proteck
tion, and use it as a means of developing
their resources. Japan, the latest addi-
tion to civilized nations, is a recent con-
vert: to the priuciple,'of protection. It
is proceeding to develop its industries
by means of that policy as rapidly as
it knows how. Japan believes not only
in affording protection to native manu-
facturers, but when suchiprotection fails
to create any given desired industry the
country even goes so far as to undertake
the business itself and carry it on as a
national undertaking. The new dictator
in the east has = determined to
establish an iron and steel in-
dustry, within its own limits, and with

on Jan, 1. was over $25,000,000,

e ———

that end in view an expert from Chica-
g0, Mr. Edward C. Potter, has been sum-
moned to Japan at the request of the
Mikado’s Government to introduce this
industry. It will cost the Japanese Gov-
ernment about $10,000,000: to secure the
plant that will be adequate to carry
on the business contemplated. There is
& circumstance in connection with this

Globe'’s attention to. It is not to - free.
trade England that the Japanese are
looking to secure the enlightéenment and
"the mechanical means for developing
their country, but to the United States
the greatest protectionist country in the
world. In'irvop and steel-making appara-
tus the United States leads the world.
Mr, Potter expects that steel rails can
be turned out in Japan at from ten to
fifteen dollars per ton. Speaking on the
subject of iron production, Mr. ' Potter
makes the following observation :

“There are only two reasons why any

country should not produce its own rails,
plate and other iron aid steel materials.
One is the lack of raw materials* the
other lack of capital. These drawbacks
do not exist in Japan. It has the raw
material ‘in vast Quautities and of ex-
cellent quality. As to money, the Japan-
ese. have plenty of it, and their credit is
excellent jf they tvant more. There is
ouly Oue hindrance that Iknow of to
the successful opération of a modern
steel-working plant in that country. It
is the distance between their beds of iron
ore and the deposits of coal.
. "This question has been touched upon
in our correspondence and maps showing
the location of.the ore, coal and lime-
stone deposits lave been sent to us. This
difficulty can, of course, be remedied.
It is simply aquestion of transportation.
It will necessitate the building of a line
of railway, and then everything will
move on to accomplishment.”

CANADIAN BANKS WITII‘BA‘VING FUNDS,

The depletion of the gold reserve in
the United States Treasury has been so
great of late that Canadian bankers have
begome apprehensive. The gold held for
thé redemption of quite $450,000,000
greenbacks has fallen to less than $45,-
000,000; and if the outward movement of
gold’ continyes much longer, the inevit-
able result will be a depreciation in the
legal tender notes of the country.

Some of otr banks having large bal-
anees due them in New: York, Chicago
and other’ lur&e business centres have
taken steps to proteet ‘themselves for
any emergency that may; arise, and to
that end are offering drgft§ on those
places as low as a discount of one-
eightli per cent. This will’ attract gold
to Canada, and importations ‘are expect-
ed soon. The amount of Canadian capi-
tal at the disposal of the United States
but
exchange market it
decreased several millions
Y 4

judging from the
must have
since, 4

As a temporary relief to the situa-
tion, the Secretary of the Treasury, it
was reported yesterday, has determin-
ed upon ‘issuing 100 millions of four per
cent. gold bouds. The rumor is that par
was ‘offered for these by a syndicate of
foreign capitalists, but it is doubtful if
this price will be accepted, it being re-
latively -much lower than that paid for

reeent issues,

A Prosperows Insurance Co.

The phenomenal growth of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association is shown
in - the ;annual report published in an-
other column. That report shows that
the - assets were larger, the surplus
greater, the néw business of more maguni-
tude and the payments to beneficiaries
more than in any preceding year in the
history of this Association. Seventeen
millions and a half were paid in death
claims to the end . oi 1893, and the re-
port ol the "four State insurance ex-
aminers  appointed to investigate the
standing oi the Mutual Reserve Life
Fund shows that the statements made
by voluble agents oi old-line companies
that the Mutual Reserve shaved its death
claims to be an unqualified falsehood.
During the*fourteen years of the exist-
ence of the Mutual Reserve Iund Life,
twenty millions and three quarters have
been paid out in death claims, each and
every claim being settled promptly and
fully. The Mutual Reserve Fund Life
Aspociation’s rates are one-half those of
the old-line companies, its aim being to
give insurance as near actual cost as
is possible ; and this it is able to do,
backed by the gubstantial reserve of mil-
lions, as shown in the report published
to-day.

" Economienl Mutunl Fire Insurance Co.

The twenty-third anuual meeting of
the above company was held on Jan. 25,
at the head office, Berlin. A large'num-
ber of members were present. President
John Fenuell ju the chair. The report of
the directors showed that during - the
year 5343 policies were issued, covering
$6,624,965 of insurance, making the to-
tal number of policies now carried by, the
company 9661 on an insurance of $9,-
728,386. This shows a net increase for
the year of $1,005,471. The net assets
of the company now foot np to'$298,539,
an increase of $11,666. The increase in
the premium inconfe amounts to $17,834,
which enables the company to add to its
reserve fund $16,337. -

The report shows most careful manage-
ment on the part of the officers of the
company, as although the volume of bu-
siness had been greatly increased during
the past year but $827.53 was the
amount of agents’ balances, showing that
the staff of agents had beeni most care-
ful and  prompt in their remittances.
Messrs. . Snider, Senator Merner, T. W.
Thompson, L.J. Breithaupt and C.Pabst
were glected as directors; and Mr. John
Femnell and Géorge Lang re-elected as
president and vice-president respectively.
The Toronto agent of the Ecouomical is
Mr. T, 8. Minton, corner Scott and Wel-
lington, who will be glad at all times
te answer any questions regarding his
company.

Herbert in Texas.

It was reported in the city yesterday
that C. S. Herbert, who conducted the
large drygoods store at the corner of
Shuter and Yonge-streets, had gone to
Texas %o follow ‘the ranching business
and to spend the remainder of his days
in agricultural pursuits. Whether this is
u fact or not could not be learned, put
itis a fact that Garland & Jenkins have
decided “on selling off the entire stock
at prices that will surprise the public,
having bought the same at 40 cents on
the UJollar, cash valuation. Accordingly
the goods are all being re-marked to-
day, aikl -Monday morning at 10 o'clock
the sale will begin. The stock s new,
large, well assorted and displayed in
such a manner as to meet the views of
purchasers. Ladies wishing bargains
ought to be on hand Monday morning
early.

E Co. 48th.

The annual meeting of E Co., 48th High-
landers was held at the armory headquart-
ers last night.A full attendance of mmembers
was present, with Captain Orchard in the
chair. The accounts for the year were
presented nad pagsed, and showed
a balance in the hands of the treasurer.
The various committees for the year were
elected, including an athletic eommittee,
whose special duty it will be to see to
the selecting and:training of teams to
compete in the various regimental events
to take place during the coming season;
The Compuny wili hold & smoker at the
armory on Kriday evening next,

Hard and soft corns cannot withstand
Holloway's Oorn Cure; it is effectual every
time, Gef & bottlé at once and be happy.

%

affair that 'we would like to draw The |

EIRE NOTICE.

BUNTIN, REID & CO.,

WHOLESALE STATIONERS, :
PAPER AND ENVELOPE-MANUFACTURERS,

29 WELLINGTON-ST. W., TORONTO.

No. 38 Front-street.

by water.

are offering.

We beg to announce to oun%nany customers and
friends that notwithstanding the heavy damage sus=-
tained by us in the recent fires which occurred in our
city, we are opened for business the same as usual.
We have employed an extra staff and our stock has
been as carefully overhauled as is possible.
lines that have been in the slightest degree damaged
by smoke or water have been removed from our
warehouse to adjoining premises! in our rear, namely,

All the

We further beg to advise the trade in general that
on and after WEDNESDAY, the6th of  FEBRUARY,
we will be in a position to.offer some exceptionally
good job lines. These lines are only slightly damaged

We are also receiving many letters from our out-
side customers asking for damaged stock, and we.
take this opportunity of advising that it is impossible
to sell these goods on sample,
guarantee any goods sold as jobs,'norcan we take
the responsibility of shipping goods on approval.
Those within reasonable distance would do well to
visit our city and see for themselves what lines we

as we cannot

ASSESSMENT SVSTRM. MUTUAL PRINCIPLE.

Fourteenth Annual Report of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association

The Fourteenth Aunual Meeting of the
members of the Mutual Reserve Fund
Life Association was held Wednesday
afternoon, January 23rd, at the qm.m
of the Association, in the new building
at the corner oi Broadway and Duane-
street, New York. The large Assem-
bly Room on the {ifth floor of the build-
ing devoted to this purpose was pack-
ed 'with a large gathering of membery
from all parts! of the ¢ountry, who
listened with interest to the reports
covering the business of the most pros-
perous year in the history of this al-
ways remarkably prosperous Association.
The absence of President Harper, by
reason of his continued illness, was felt
by all present, but the results oi his
masterly executive ability were shown
in the record presented by the financial
statement mu{ the joint report of the
Directors, Officers and Executive Com-
mittee of the Association.

During the meeting the following tele-
gram, dated Lakewood, N.J., from Rev.
R. °S. MecArthur, Pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church, New York, was read;
the news of President Harper’s conva-
lescence being received amid hearty
congratulations : $
Mr. F. A. Burnham, Mut. Res. Building,

New York: ;

Let us congratulate ourselves on last
year’s wonderiul business, and especially
on the bright prospects ior the speedy
and complete recovery oi our honored
and beloved President. I have this
moment leit his bedside, having made
him "several briei but pleasant visits.
His head is clear as the sunshine which
floods his room. His heart was always
right intentionally, and it is now rapid-
ly improving physically., We may soon
.expect to sge him again leading this
great company to still grander
umphs. liet us thank God, take cour-
age and press forward.

‘(Signed) R. 8. McARTHUR.

The annual report as presented show-

plus greater, the new businass of more
magnitude, and the payments to bene-
ficiaries more than in any preceding
year in the history of the Association.

The gross asséts had inereased during
the year 1894 from "$5,138,5616.36 .to
$06,636,115.99, making a net gain for
the yéar of $397,5699.63.

The - Reserve or Surplus Emergency
Fund had increased during the past 12
months from $3,5689,326.13 to $3,82%,-
635.12, making a net” gain for the year
of $238,308.99.

The income from all sources during
the year 1894 amounted to $4,948,739.-
59, as against $4,498,815 for 1393, mak-
ing a net increase of $444 924.59.

The report proceeds: At the end of the
year 1893 we had disbursed to the wid-
ows and orphans and representatives of
our deceased members the sum of $17,-
684,333.86. For the same purpose during
the year 1894 we have paid out the
largest sum in the history of our insti-
tution, vie., $3,070,614.01, making in all
in the-14 years of our existence the mag-
nificent total of $20,764,847.87.

Businesx in Force.

Our books show that on Dec. 81, 1894,
wel had in force 96,067 policies, covering
insurance amounting
being a net increase for the year of
13,851 policies, amounting to $30,759,-
041, while the applications for

New Business
received during the year amounted to
$81,365,145, which does not include omne
dollar’s worth of business received since
Dec. 31, 1894,

The Mutual Reserve is represented
Canada by the following gentlemen:

W.J. McMurtry Manager for Ontario;
Freehold Loan Building, Toronto.

A. R. McNicho], Manager for Manito-
ba and N.W,T.; Mclntyre Block, Winni-
peg. 1

De. Bassette, Manager for Quebec; 12
Pluce d’Armes, Montreal. 0

Col. J. Doniville, Manager for Maritime
Provinees, St. John, N.B.

in

THOSE JAPANKENK JUINISTERS,
Dr. Eby Makes an Explanation in Reply
to the Mission Board

of the Methodist Church held Jan., 29, a
letter was read signed by sit of the so-
ciety’s missionaries in Japan, asking to
be recalled as they felt they no longer
held the confidence of the General Con<
ference. As the letter did not state ex-
plicitly what action of the conference had
given rise to this feeling, Rew, Dr. Eby,
pone of the six asking for a recall, who
was present, was requested to state the
grievances of himself and his confreres. He
coinplained of unfair and arbitrary treat-
meht by Rev. Dr. Sutherlnad, Missionary
Secretary, (whom, he charged, withhell
from the Conference and Missionary So-
ciety letters sent by the missionaries,

Dr. Sutherland gave an emphatic denial
to the charges of arbitrary action and
suppression of documents. Two letters
were specified by Dr. Eby, which he e¢laim-
ed were pigeon-holed, but on searching
the minutes it was seen that they had been
read in committee and action taken there-
| on. It was finally decided to write to each
of the missionaries asking for a reeall, aud
| request them to state in writing to their
committee any grievance they may have
and assure them of such redress us be in
the power of the committee.

A letter was-received from  Messrs,
Crossley and Hunter, the evangelists, in
which they offered to go to Japan to fill
tempgrarily any vacancies caused by
the misunderstanding. The committee ap-
preciated the loyal spirit of the letter and
further correspondence may follow.

Dr. Eby has written to The World a
lengthy letter setting forth his
of the controversy, in which hs says that
Dr. Sutherland’s statement is incomplete.
“I have no charges against men,” con 4
tinues’ Mr. Eby, “but for years I have
been dissatisfied with the practical pol-
icy of our misslonary management at homs
and abroad.”” The Dr. says he has not
withdrawn from the Mothodist Church nor
from her missionary work, but from the
present employ of the society, and proposes
in a constitutional way to do what he
can. to bring about such modifications as
will, in his judgment, make the society’s
policy more modern and more efficient.

to -$293,366,106, '
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SONE REMEDIES SUGGESTED

—_—

MANY CORRESPONDENTS WRITE
ABOUT DEPARTMENTAL STORES.

Commercial Liberty a Barrier to All Re-~
medies—The Public Responsible for the
Existenrce of the Large Stores—Would
an Amendment to the Assessment Act
Be Effe¢tive ? d y

Many remedies have been proposed for

counteracting the injurious eifect which, |’

it is alleged, the (departmental stores
have on the small retail trade of the
city. Some of these suggested remedies
are chimeras, utterly .impracticable,
whilst others appear to be feasible only
to a certain extent. In taking any aec-
tion against the growing evil, all are met
by the one great disadvantage that com-
mercial liberty is among the very ele-
mentary principles of political economy.
The busiuess of the whole world is con-
dueted upan this basis, and any attempt,
no matter in what direction, to restrict
trade, must be doomed to failure Every
change in jndustrial or commeretial meth-
ods must inflict hardship in some quar-
ters. Steam and electricity have entail-

ed their quota of suffering, ayd this inno-

vation in the distribution of goods is no
exception to the rule, It seems proba-
ble that the only way out of the diffi-
culty for the small traders is to adapt
themselves and their business to the new
order of things.

“Anothen of the very largest drygoods
establishments of the city,” says The
New York Sun, “which has been in exist-
ence for over a half century, hasa gro-
cery departmeat almost ready for the
opening, and has already a department
for. crockery ware, and also one for
house-furnishing, goods. We believe that
the department system in large business
houses has proved to be a success in
every instgncé in which it has been right-
fully established, and we suppose it is
destined to flourish permanently. This
new departure in business methods must
be a thing jof very serious concern to all
the old-fashioned shop-keepers, as well as
to their employes. In the ordinary gro-
cery stores there are the salesmen;’ in
the grocery department®™of the depart-
ment  storgs there are the saleswomen.
It is no wonder that there is constant
talk wpon 'the subject among the mem-
bers of the Retail Grocers’ Union. What
can the thousands of small grocers do
about the changes which are taking
place, and) which they are wholly unable
to prevept ? That is a question which
they will have to think about for a good
while befope they ean answer it satisfac-
torily. We have not any doubt, how-
ever, that they will yet learn Show "to
adapt themselves and their business to
the e order of things.”

Where Are the Oid Principles ?

Editor World: When the writer was
a youngstér in the world’s great London,
60 years ago, ke used to hear people
talking about the business changes that
were comihg over the world. The old-
fashioned prine:pies of “Cobbler stick to
your last,]’ “One man do ome thing and
try to do it well,” “Quality before quan-
tity,” “Live and let live,” in a word,
“Do unto others as jou would they
should do fnto you,” were fast passing
away for pure selfishness, when & man’s
gupreme object in life would be wealth,
no matter how obtained; when commerce
would be rpoudueted simply on the prin-
ciple of buying in 'the cheapest markets,
uo matter{whether the goods were stol-
en, or the product of the life’s blgod of
the worker; when one man’s money would
be as good as another’'s, and all trade
fellowship would cease.

At the time I am writing abowsthere
was only due departmental store in Lon-
don and thiat was wholesale, Morrison,
Dillou & Co. There, it was boasted, a
country buyer could supply all his wants
at one establishment. Amalgamation,

-indeed, was beginning to work elsewhere,

but it was pll wholesale. Thus.the whole-
sale stationer began to buy rags, which
had hitherto been the exclusive trade of
the rag merchant,the object being to pay
the paper manufacturer in material in-

i
Af a meetlig of the Misstonary Board | o4..q of cash, and thus make two pro- |

fits. This last idea was said to have been
got from the Rothschilds, who were the
first to combine profits, by paying manu-
facturers in material 1mstead of cash.
The large retail departmental stores,

i which are gow crashing the small trader,

are modern editions of Babel, towering
to the sky, and working in the teeth of
the Creator’s purpose to secatter and
“multiply and replenish the ‘earth:”
whereas the objeet of these stores is to
gather all io thenselves, The final re-
sult of their metliods, if not checked,will
be to make siipiy two classes of peo-
ple—a few millionaires and a multitude
Only a few of the employes

lof these estahlishments, siuch as the de-
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: ployes, notably young sales’ girls,

partmental |managers, are properly paid
for their sepvices. The mass of the em-
are
and
some

not’ paid the cost of their board,
must make | up the déficiency in
other way, isuch as selling . their - virtue.
That church people should rush to these
stores and gupport them, as they do, is

simply a pioof that professed Christians !

are just as much worshippers of the great
goddess cheipuess as other people, and I
nake no donbt that if there were a large
store with the sign up, “‘Satan, dealer in
drygzoods and notions, selling 40 per cent.
under cost pirice,” chuveh people generally
would flock| there for bargains as quick-
ly as the world.

As to the remedy, I agree with one
of your eorrespondents, that trades
ghould be *divided and licensed by. law.
Already thiq is done in the casé of liquor
and groceries,.and there is no sufficient
reasonr why! the principle should not be
extended. It might be difficult in the
case of some articles to decide to which
trade they Helonged. Druggists’ sundries,
for instance, is quite a miscellaneous col-
lection. Still, thcre are broad lines of

of defence. The plau is this: let

-
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demarcation in trades and the details
would not be more difficult to settle
than the tariff. ;

Thete is another principle, in operation
in some European countries, in regard
to{ one trade, if not to others. I allnde
tof the drug trade, where the number of
stores is regulated by the population.
This principle has.been introduced into
Toronto_in regard to liquor licenses, and
is a very proper one, As to license,
that should be regulated as to amount
by cash receipts, just as in Cincinnati
the liquor licenses, as to price, are re-
gulated by the quantity of liquor sold.

If public sentiment will not legalize
these limitations, on the ground of their
interfering with the freedom of itrade,
then the least justice that can be award-
ed the crushed-out, small traders, .is to
free them from taxation and make the
departmental stores paly, a percentage of
their takings in taxes, that will free
the crushed omes. Stores that want to
hog all should pay all. Every [floor
where sales are made should be assessed
as a separate store. : r

I am inclined to think there is muech
in Avhat omne of your correspondents says,
a8 to the probability, of educating public
sentiment in this matter; and that many
who flock to these stores for cheapness
will in time find that taking into _.ac-
count over-buying and time and jostling
in the crowd, with sometimes ‘losing
their purses, their gain in the long run
is more apparent than real. Then, if
preachers would bring before their audi-
tors the prophetic fire of indignation
against greed and oppression and de-
ceit, these people might be led to see
that the buyer has moral responsibilities
in' buying, as well as the seller in sell-
ing. I can remembeér the time in To-
ronto. when wholesale dealers would not
supply their own families out of their
stock, but send them -to their customers
to buy their supplies, like the rest of the
publie. * Now, wholesalers will sell ‘to
consumers, reckoning everybody’s cash
equally good. Gold is the god of the
age, and human nature about the same
the world over—all which shows that
the Canadian population is of the same
kind as that of Britain, which Carlyle de-
scribed as consisting of a certain num-
ber! of millions, ‘“mostly fools.”

W. HEARN.

Pepartmental Stores Not I @ ponsible.

Editor World: In your issue of last
Monday you say that, owing to de-
partmental stores, ruin has been brought
to many of the smaller establishments.
No one, can deny that small stores are
doomed unless some radical. change is
effected in their management, but youn
are wrong in saying the departmental
stores are sending them out of exist-
ence.. It is simply because the small
dealer does not utilize his capital and
space more pdvantageously. If, in-
sgead of selling general dry goods, the
stnall dealer would conmiine himself to
one branch of the business, say cot-
tons, trimmings, prints, laces, isx,'
even buttons, he would _have space an
capital to purchase his ‘&tock in large
quantities, and for cash, and immediate-
ly place himself in a position to com-
pete in his line with the largest general
dry goods house. The public do not
object to go fromr store to store, in fact
ladies have a mania for shopping, and
will go where they can find the best
assortment of the article they require,
and' in this way the small dry goods
houses would become a large- ‘cotton
goods " stpre. Thus, by dividing a line
of business into many branches, you at
once fill all the vacant stores in the
city. ‘

The d?artmental stores  of this city
are no danger to business, The ma-
jority of them are not large enough to
carry a f[air-sized dry goods stock. It
is ridiculous to eay they are closing up
the small gtores. Why, you would
have to combine the lot® to get space
enough to carry a complete stock in
even one-sixth of the lines they sell.
Consequently every new department they
open removes ‘them farther from the
manufacturer, increases the cost of their
goods and will ultimately force them
to give up one department after another.
It is simply’ a matter oi a few years,
Only so long as the public are content
to pay high prices for inferior goods,
selected from inferior stocks, will depart-
mental stores lagt. H. B..G.

DI

d Cat Di a.
Editor World: The best plan to deal

| with the departmental store question is

for the rétailers to form an association
the
grocers, fancy goods, furniture, wall
paper. and all retailers afiected by these
big concerns chip into a weekly fund

! and raise, say $2000 weekly ; then open

a store and sell all goods that the de-
partmental stores sell at a profit at
less than they can be manufactured for,

| and keep at it "till the big stores cry

Peccavi! Landlords, druggists, whole-
salers, jobbers and all interested in'the
welfare of the trades and prosperity of
the city should join and make an effort

| to eyush out the baneful effect of the de-

partmental store. RETIAILER.

The Public to Blame.

Editor World: Barnum was right —
the people like to be guylled, Why this
is 80 is a mystery to any and all fair-
minded merchants, but it is a fact. Edu-

cation only will check this evil; legiss

\

Y We have the

BEGAUSE

: Telephone 1127 and give us a triai.
:6 E H."MOFFATr, Manager.
L4

latest improved machinery—all

our own manufacture.- A :
All tge water we use for washing is - filte
through a big iron filter. ;
We use the best imported wheat starch.
(We use the best neutral soap.
We wash all flannels by hand, therefore preve
ing shrinksge.
‘All collar points are turned by hand.
) The best experienced hands are employed.

PARISIAN STEAM LAUNDR

67 to 71 ADELAIDE-STREET WEST.

lation can't touch it. The great cause
of the succeas.of the departmental store:
is the fact that price only is the con-
sideration—quality the part not con-
sidered. Ask the wholesale trade
what becomes of all their agcumulations
of unsold, shopworn and stale groceries,
drygoods, ete. The departmental store.
How many ladies have taken home can-
ned goods of meats, fish and fruits that
were bad ? How many of the same ladies
ever dream of redressi On the other
hand, the regular merchant, who has to
practically guvarantee his wares, buys
fresh goods. He knows he ‘must refund ;
he s therefore careful. A few cents more
maybe, but who is ahead at the énd of
the year? As for  d
know that “the sale of this class of mer-
chandise is small ? - The opportunity,
therefore, for something to use as fire-
works. to draw with is at band. How
many of -our leading ladies, .who
in caucus - sympathize with the
poor: girl ‘or ° woman who is
ground dowp to a few cents for a
shirt, a print skirt, or-a suit of clothes,
go to the department stores and  pur-
chase the very articles that these poor
people are forced to produce at prices
which hardly keep body and soul to-
gether! What consistency! What prac-
tical efforts to elevate! Are they not
putting the lash in the hands of the
manufacturers ? Are they not, in fact,
the cause of the "loathsome and 'foul-
smelling sweating system ? How many
of our shaller merchants who 'are
grumbling make any attempt to check
the buying of their own families from
the people who are sucking their life-
blood ? Caught by the glaring state-
ment of 76 cents worth for 50 cents. Do
they get it? Have their expenses de-
creased ? On ‘the contrary, they buy
more than they requiré, and they buy
inferior goods. Carried away by the bustie
and excitement, they buy largely for the
pleasure of buying something, simply
because it is cheap. As for the stores,
who ¢an blame them; they are successiul
merchants, up to the times, go ahead,
and all that sort of thing; they are all
Tight and unassailable. It isthe poor
dupes who support them who are astray;
they are making their own bed. They
therefore 1nust lie in it and accept the
consequences, increased taxes, increased
living—for the masses—poor wages for
the workpeople, and the cancentration
of wealth to the few. Monopoly, the
enemy of the tradesman and the artisan,
alike mannfactured by their own short-
sighted efforts. Any reputable merchant
who can pay 100 cents on the dollar can
buy and sell equally with the depart-
mental store.

The whole question of the department-
al stores is in the hands of the public
to settle, and for them alone. The re-
medy is evident and easy.

MEROHANT.
Amend the Assessment Act.

Editor World : I see that your thought-
fus article on “Departmental Stores ”” has
brought out a number’ of proposed re-
medies for the evii results of monopoly,
which show incidentelly that these re-
_sults are being felt;” not alone by re-
tailers, but by the wholesale and job-
bing trade also, and by real estate own-
ers as well, Some of the proposed re-
medies might be suitable in the days of
good Queen Bess, but are not admissable
in a free. country.

By a simple amendment to the Assess-
ment Act, the assessor could take - the
average stock of goods on the premises
od %12 same footing as real estate—that
is quite irrespective of the question of
ownership, or whether said goods were
paid for or not--and assess the- same for
the benefit of the municipality that pro:
benefit of the munmicipality that pro-
vides police and fire protection for both
classes of property. It does seem absurd
that the ratepayers of Torounto should
furnish this protection for 'goods that
: pay no taxes, because the manufacturer
or merchant in Europe or America from
whom the goods were purchased accept-
ed certain written promises to pay at
some future day, in payment of these
goods. Therefore,they escape taxation al-
together, but if the goods are purchased
from a resident of Toronto, on the same

terms, the seller must return the amount

. drugs, who does not |

Dixon’s

Underwear |

Special Line $1.25 Suilt, .|
Worth $2.00. i

65 and 67 King-St. We:

Hats and Men’s Furnishings,

of goods he sojd to the assessor to
taxed—there are some millions of dol
worthl of goods in that position.

There is another hint the ratepay
nd property-owners might take fron
the late action of the insurance compan
ies, in regard to high buildings
This city has fire - protects
ing appliances amply, sufficiel
to cope with any fire occurring in builds
ings not over three stories in height
Parties who build higher, and thus p
the city to extra cost for the necessar
appliances to reach their upper stoi
’an also increase the risk of an extensi
. conflagration from their extra heigh
should, in justice to the great bulk &
the ratepayers, pay an additional
for each additional story. If these
suggestions were adopted by the &

- cil, and faithfully carried out by the
sessment” Commissioner and his d p
ties, it would mitigate some "of
evils referred to above, and would
least not encourage the extensgion of
system which produces them.

ALEX. CRICHT
Another Great Injustice.

Editor World: I think the time '
opportune for a full consideration |
the ways and means to lessen the evi
las far as practicable. If the trade oF
this city is to be. handed over %o bal
a dozen or more of these sky-scrapin
institutions, the taxes they should pa;
should be in keeping with that, privis
lege. The remedy, I think, should to8
charge the loss occasioned: the city by
the reduced valuations oi the general
business properties to the .conc
nopolizing the trade, otberwise the cit,
as well as the publie suifer by the
existence. One great injustice to tax
payers, brought about by centralizdtion.
of trade, is the Jocal improvement taxe
Business properties reduced in value t0
common house property, paying hea
local taxes on expensive sidewalks a
permanent rgadways—sidewalks which
are three times wider than the value of
the .property, f(warrants. Being mai
arteries theyimay be necessary, but up=
der the new order of things they are
grave injustice”to the iudividua[ tax
payer, who findshe has no benefit l_m.
them other than an ordinary citizel
Business properties outside the ceu}rﬂ“{
portions are to-day assessed out of s
proportion to their value, the shrinkage
of which is largely ‘due to the mam
moth stores which embrace nearly all
commodities under one roof. : v

g WILLIAM HALL.
Support Ald. Davies.

Editor World: I uphold Ald. Davi
in his efforts to bring about”a more eq
division of the trade. Iam sure most O
Toronto people know that by the large:
stores and stock companies doing !
larger, portion of the trade injury
not ofily done to emaller retail stores,
but also the city of Toronto is being
demoralized by ‘large stock companies:
keeping general stores, instead of 0
articles belonging to their lines. Andy
if things go onas they have been for the
last three years, our main streets an :
stores will be vacant, thereby reduciog:
the value-of property to a large extent:
Ihope that a meeting of retailers wil
be called and that the council will take
the matter in hand. AN OBSERVER.

One trial of Mother Graves’ Worm E
terminator will convince you that it ha
no equal as a worm medicine, Buy & bods
tle and see if it does not pleasq Zou. .
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A FINE EXE

Ywenty~-Third Annual
Economical Mutwal

Co. of Berl

Was held on Friday,
ary, 1805, at -1 o'clog
Jompany's ~ office.  Pr
wollowing = gentlemen,
Fennell, George Lan
C.E,, P. 8. Lautenschls
. Knell, C. Pabst,
(George Pagtioson, H. I
Breithaupt, A. B. Powq
kie, W. Strong, R, B.°C
J. A. Beaton;, A. B. B
W. Walker, A. Walker,
Btanley, J. H. Johuson,
W. Gingrich, J. Querin
Dr. H. G. Lackner, 8
Rinclair, D. Peacock, L
W. Niehaus, J. 8. Antl
H. M, Schafer, G. M
Schwenn, L. Siegmanu,
W. Moyer, H, 8. Boelij
bhaupt, Dr. J. E. Hett,
J. Hall, J. .M. Weber,
sistants.

The winutes of the I
read and confirmed.

- The President read tbh

tors’ Report :

To ‘the Members of
Mutual Fire Insurancd
Gentlemen,—In subm

23rd Annual Report o

the Directors are plea

present one so satis
respect.

During the year, ¢
by the '~ detailed rej
were issued, cvovering
ing *the total insurane
Company under 9561
836. This is a net i
471,

The net " Assefs of t
amount &o $298,5639,
$11,6656.

The Company paid
$52,026, showing a d|

The increase in the H
$17,834, which enable
wdd to its Reserve $

While the re-insuran
Company is
Cash Assets of §

Although the volum
greatly increased, we |
pure, call your attent
Balances, which at th
amounted to the smal
phowing that our st
careful and prompt i

You will be ealled
directors in place of t
1y : Fr. Sayder, Hon.
‘Thompson, L. J. Breit}
all ‘»f whom Xre eligi

All of which is resj
on behall of the Direc

It was moved by the
ed by Mr. Lang, tha
be adopted.

Moved by Mr. Macki
Breithaupt, that the
B8 “ubmitted and re
and certified by the 4
ed, and that all payj
Manager during the
ing 81st December, 18
by confirmed and sa
the action of the Ma:
firmed in aceepting
Policies, effecting._ rei
minating risks as im
set forth in the said

After the ballot w
tineers, Messrs. Anth
clared the following
Directors, viz.. F. 8¢
ner, T. W. Thomson
C. Pabst.

Moved by Mr. F. 1
Mr. A. B. Powell, tha
of Honorary Directo|

Moved by Mr. Moy
Mackie, that “Messrs,
J. 8 Hoffman be r
\ Moved by Mr, Kra



