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bate, Wit Boti afternoon” and eaen'
ing sittings, and important minister-
jal deliverances engaging the earnest
atientiqn of all members during four-
fifths of the time that Mr. Speaker
occupied the chair. To be literally
correct, however, one of the most im-
portant of the ministerial addresses
was made when Mr. Speaker was not
in his accustomed place, Hon. Mr.
kowser departing from ordinary prac-
tice in introducing the False Creek
hill—the most important Imeasure of
session from the Vancouver
ndpoint--and - giving what-was “in"
reality the exposition of contents ‘and
rinciple = customarily reéserved . for
second reading, during the pro forma
reference of the message accompanied
by the new bill, prior to its lntroduc-
tion, in the house committee.
In brief the Attorney General's ar-
gument, supported by extensive evi-

dence, was to the -effect that by des-

lining to ratify and confirm the

greement executed by the Vancouver
xi\'iC authorities with the Great Wor-
thern Rallway (or its subsidiary, the
V. V. & B,) the govérnment had suc-
ceeded in getting an: infinitely better
bargain for the clty, particularly fin
that monopolistic .cantrol' of the wa-
terfront facilitiés ‘of Vancouver was
not now to be vestéd' in the  Great
Northern, but common right of entry
was agsured for all compéting. rail-
ways. A guarantee had also been ob-
tained that half @million dellars would
& spent by the: Great- Nopth Cﬁm-
pany in buxlding ‘~~umon—f ation - An
Vancouver, with: five years 'as the
maximum time ‘Jimit for. the accom-
plishment of the contemplated works
of magnitude.

University Pohcy.

Of scarcely secondary interest was
the eloguent address .of “Hon. Dr.
Young explanatory of ' the = develop-
ment of provincial -~ university plans
and policy; while important new leg-
islation offered - by Lands Minister
Ross provides for the reinstatement |
of ‘lapsed timber licenses, the closure |
of reserves hereafter-to the coal lo-
cator, the reduction of the maximum |
of lnnd leases from 1,000 to 640 acres,
the creation of a government board of
surveys, the -placing of all highway
matters under a concrete Highways
Act in contrel.- of the Public Works
Minister, the increage of the prices of
coal lands from $10 and $5 to $20 and
$15, the augmentation numerically of
the Water Board and the adoption of
the principle of common ditches by
water companies serving one terri-
tory, and the bringing of irrigation
companies generally under control of
the Lieutenant-Governor in Counecil.
The Trust Companies Regulation Bill
took second reading without one word
of objection or comment, and when
the house rose after a hard evening's
very practical work, it was to' meet
igain at 10.30 on Monday, three sit-
tings a day hereafter being decided
Upon in order. that ‘prorogation may
not come later than on” Wednesday
next,

» False Creek

Hon. Mr. Bowser, in presenting, by
sage, to the house the bill ratify-
certain agreements respecting
creek, Vancouver, took advant-
't the privilege of a minister of the

vn to explain .the contents of thé
in committée of the whole, prior to
introduetion of the measure. He

Chairman, this is a rather im-
ut bill, and perhaps i may be al-
to- make a statement' explanc:
of it, going into its details: new:
“tier than waiting for ‘the second
t#ding. My’ reason for this is that
the session is rapidly coming to a
'se, and .while we. want ‘this bill.to
455, at the same time we do not want
Uhnecessarily to-rush it at second read-
ind s0, in’'order ‘that ail the mem<
s of the house may ‘have cogniz-
¢ of the meaning of the bill ltself 1

! broceed to explain it now.
It will be necessary for me to tres-
°s on the patience of. the -house for
4 short time in eéxplanation of the bill,
'<"mular1y ‘with regard to the Ifalse
Teek - foreshore transactions. In 1300
the legislature passed an act giving the
Licutenant- -Governor in Council power
1o deed the bed of the treek 2o’ the
on such terms as he saw fit. The
originated, I may say,  with :a

“Ir’lhr member of this house, a parti-
cu

city
bill
f

., ar friend of mine, who had been
‘Tinerly mayor of Vaheouver and a
Member of this house. I refer to Mr.

\mrde In 1902 grants of the bed of

by

‘ments.  Practically. the same lan-

Buage wag employed in both grants,’

Hmt Is, ‘there ‘was a’ prohibition against
¢ alienation of the ‘lands granted

“ider the authority of ilie’ ‘@ét passed |

nection with thls. except to file with |

creek for railway purposes.

sixty-nine acres-on the south side of
the creek, in order to allow them, and
some other railway company, 1 believe
the Northern Pacifie, to come 1in and
use it for rallway purposes.’ Nothing’
was done by .the railway company in
connection ~ with ~ this = agreement,
though they were supposed to do cer-
tain reclamation works
later on the Victoria, Vancouver &
Eastern railway acquired all‘the rights

couver, on which they

sert riparian rights as
city’s grant.

then' apparently devised a scheme to |

purposes of their company.

they proceeded to buy land ¢ alonz the

creek, and in this way thep-$

about 90 per cent. of all;the'lo -
ing on both the north and ‘the south
shore. This scheme was carried
through by a celebrated real estate
man, a Mr. Howard, who was loaned
to the Great Northern by another com-
pany, I think it was the Burlington, in
the United States. He came and paid
a large sum, I think about $2,000,600,
He secured the land, and therefore
controlled the entrance to that body of
water, and also the land under the

'and those behind it thought. that. this

¢ creek were given to the city, both |
the Dominiont ‘and: provincial gov- |.

water. I am informed by the Great
| Northern people that the spent over
$2,000,000'0on that deal alone, but as to
that we have no eriticism to offer, as
it was managed by shrewd wrailway
operators who knew what they were
doing.
The Agreement

“After that they entered into nego-
tiations with the city council to amend
the agreement of 1907, and they suec-
ceeded. On the 16th May, 1910, the
city entered into an agreement, the
one which this legislation is now

amendﬁng and improving, and in June, asal gian

1910, a by-law was carried by the,citi-
zens by a large majority approving this

the government plans s!mmc such_a,.
cheme,

way companies.
there: "hitk particularly before myself and my col-

waterfront on the south side .of_tHe and\,they‘ ¢

ﬁgtuthe»

t!he city ~agreement

to enableithem to carry out the | the larger and more valuable portion
ncheme, meMeCreek Foreshore Act “wua to go to the railway -company.

p‘g.ur ‘the bylaw . was pqs:edfwnd
mwment approyeé by:a very'

with' the Vaficouyer- Wesunm!t,e!' & {large majority, it was for 'the governZ|
Yukon Railway Company to “utilize ment to do its dut
certain  portions ‘of -the ‘bed of False|because after the railway compans

By this| came to the government and: stated
agreement they gave them, 1 think,|that they hag spent two ‘million dol-

y in this direction,

lars in buying lots abutting on the

creek, we wanted .to put mo obstacles
in the way of' progress. butito assist

qaplgal to come. mto the country, and
to” encourage the -
Great' Northern ‘as well as other rail-
We had before us,

leagues from the city of Vancouver;
the fact that this bylaw had been:

of the V. W. & Y. rallway, including carried by.a_yote of-fourto one, and,
this agreement with the city of Van- |25 I 5aid before, I think the only rea-
spent over |5°D Ior passing the bylaw was to,
$2,000,000 - in  buying lands bordering bring: pressure tpon the ' government
upon the creek so as afterwards to as- | P DPass the agreement, an agreement
against the|Which I thought, and still think, was

an unwise agreemsnt for the city to

“The officials of the Great Northern | enter into,

“THe agreement has now been modi-

obtain the whole of Falge creek for the | 1f1é% and I would ask how it comes
Having | that if the Greéat Northern had given
already acduired the land to thesouth|all the ‘privileges they could give to
of the creek, they proceeded to buy up | the -city that they modified it, and
all the lots surrounding False creek,|now give us greater than we have
S0 ab to get a right-of-way into the | before? (Applause.) After the agree-
city, and also to control the situation | ment was passed, it was found that
and the entry to the tideflats Dy own- | there were certain lot owners own-
ing the major portion of foreshore, 3nd | ing riparian rights . on False Creek,
all riparian rights of access to water | and these rights had to be extinguish-
covering the creek. They wanted to ed before the company could proceed
come in to their present terminus on to fill in the creek. They found they
Dupont street, and in order to do. that | must get rid of a small minority of

owners who had rights on the creek
game toithe conclusion that
eﬂs,eest.,wagr
plans

matter, but from my position, it was
my duty to advise my colleagues, and
and having done so, I received the
most unjust criticism from gome of
those in Vancouver who were inter-
ested in connection with the original
agreement. I felt then, as I feel now,
that in this, as in other matters, 1
have attemptad as well as>my ability
will allow, to advise my colleagues to
the best advantage. It may ‘be- that
some excited people, led by false
prophets, foresaw my political ruin;
but if the time should come when I
go down to defeat in Vancouver, and I
feel that it will be many years in the
dim and distant future before that oc-
«curs—(applause)—I still propoce to
follow -the course I have laid down,
to be honest in my convictions aud to
speak accordingly, and so I advxsed
(Applause.)

Mr. Brewster: “This seems to be a
somewhat - extraordinary - procedure.

agreement. As I have said before, the Téhe honorable gentleman is making a
grant contained a provision against|SPeech In committee on <a bill intro-

the allenation of this land, so that in

my opinion there was no power at that | through the
stage to pass this by-law; but there | SPeaking on second reading:;
.was a great deal of real estate excite- | leaving the beaten path and making

duced by message rather than going
usual® procedure, and
he is

ment and certajn people were anxious | & stump speech. No one knows what

to keep it up.

It was thought also it | he is talking about except himseilf, as

might add to the prosperity of the|no one else Has had an opportunity
city, which had been very great; and | to, see the bill.”

others no doubt thought it would set-

Hon Mr. Bowser: “I have a perfect

tle this vexed question of the reclam- | right to explain my bill at this stage,
ation of Falseé creek, which had been | and I am doing it to save time, and

before the people: since 1900,

people to pass this by-law.-
only a referendum, but it was passed,

'would' enable ‘them to force thig~poye
ernment to give the concessions to the

in my | incidentally  to educate ‘the me~mber
opinion, there was no authority for the | for Alberni.

I am only doing this by

It was way of explanation, and if my explan-
ation disturbs the member for Al-

bemi I cannot help it »

raflway company contained in the opi. him; but he did claim that it was out
ginal -agreement. This, I take i, was of the ‘ordinary, b membors Were en-
‘a very shrewd move on the part of the ttled toheve an opportumty st
promoters and the railway company. |P:

They thought they could bring such

Mr. Hawthornthwaite also asked if

pressure to bear on this government | mémbers would .be given an oppor-

| thosé of us who océcupy positions rep-
resentative of the city of Vancouver in
the legislature and in  the cabinet
councils of this country) that we must
glve ‘them ‘those - privileges. ‘It was
held by some that it was not necessary
to come to the provincial government

'that we would be forced (particularly | tunity to reply.

Hon. Mr. Bowser assured them that
all would have a full opportunity of
speaking. on the second reading, and
at later stages of the bill

« Expert Advice

“I did net wish,” he icontinued, “to

at-all to rectify the grant, but the peo- | ive my own judgment on this mat-

'| ple who made that statement made it | ter, and so I obtained the advice of

knowing that the agreement they hag | four of the bést men I could get in
made, set: out distinctly in the recitals | Canada.” I placed it before Mr. Wal-

‘that it must be rectmed by the pro-
vincial governmen: 3

Hon. ‘Mr. Bowser at this point fead
from ‘the agreement  -itself, where it
states that the covenant is subject to

lace Nesbit, K. C., Mr. Shepley, of
Toronto, another: well known  lawyer,
and Mr. Bodwell and Mr. McLean in
this province, and they all. agreed
that this was not such a plan_as we

rectification ‘both by the Dominion and | could assent to under the False Creek

provincial govérnments.

“go that I think you will agree,” he which . the

continued, “that this removes for all

Act, and therefore was not otHe to
' Lieutenant-Governor-in
Council  was prepared to assent, I

time to come the criticism levelled at|may. say that after this, Mr. Gilman,

this =~ gOVernmtnt,

a parucuxaﬂy second - vice-president of - the.

Great

against Wf .that I was not carry- { Northern, and My, A. H, McNeﬂl, K,

ing out the.wishes of the people, that

C., .thelr solicitor, agreed :Wwith this’

,eon;o here, and | opinion and we also had-Mr. Hay, the

§ city solicitor in: - Vancouver, in a pub-

| He utterance saying that' the govern-.

shows clearly that those who drew the | ment. could not have dond other than

greement Telt that
the provin:
their grant

they did when t,lhey refused: assent to |

Tls agreemen; nnder the False Creek
ct. £

Lyl

~entrance of the.

Was to come to the o
ﬁ)ﬁ‘ermﬁent and laying their Tt
before us, get.us to allow the city to

exprop:idte under the Foreshore Act,
I of course, held strong views on this

o it at once, and gave away the
 whole bed of False Creek. ;

vears, Those who |
plan stated that b
ion zovermn nt

these propheﬂc pollt'nians, there ha.va
been many 30 days elapsed, but né-
thing has been done, and - we have
had the V. B. & E. come here and
negotiate with the government, as, We
have always taken the ground tht(t
the Dominion government did not
own the bed of the creek at all. We
took the ground that unless -before
‘Confederation it had been used for
‘harbor * purposes, that the flukes -of
ships’ anchors had- been cast there
and gooda landed on the foreshore, |
“they had no control, and that if this
‘condition Had not existed prior to
1871, this government alone was coms
petent to deal with this ' question.
Therefore the.men who are ‘handling
this agreement for the V. V. & E., in-
stead of proceeding as these reckless
politiciang 'said they would under the
Dominion government grant, have not
done a bit ‘of reclamation -work, but
have come .to this government :to
have the agreement rectiffed. I have
shown you -plainly that this govern- |
ment felt” that the¥ had something te
rectify, . and. withoutits rectification,
the i V.. V..& ¥. would not spend s
smgle ‘dollar under its agréement with
the city. In, i Y
dealt with Ihany the officials of
the company; lc:xd’ing men with whom
we have: had n& tfouble. When théy
found ‘that government was
hts, they felt that
with business men
‘politicians, th
¢ iway the rlgh’cs

: H?ﬁlﬂed ‘Agreement
S5 rtce we have in this bill
a modlﬁca.tit.‘m ‘of that agreement. We
had ‘against us ith& fact that the V. v
& E. had a.lrea.dy spent $2 000,000 in
purchasing land; weé had the vote of the
people who had Beécome disgusted w'ith
conditions, and passed the bylaw by &
large majority; then we had this ac-
tion of the Domjinion government which
had given away the whole bed of False
Creek, instead of reserving it as a valu-
able asset to the city. But this govern-
ment stood up for the’ people’s inter-
ests, and determined to protect them
from the provisipns of this bill, and the
officials who nad made such an im-
provident bairgain/ and so we have today
in' the schedules of this Act, an agree-
ment which greatly improves the orlg-
inal agreement with regard = to
Creek.

I will detain ‘ydu for a few minutes
while I show the difference between ths
agreement enteréd Into ‘with the ocity;
and the agreement entered into with
the Crown as represented by the gov-
ernment of . British Columbia. In the
first plaee the rallway company '  ab-
solutely covenants’within five years to
spend half a million dollars in building
a union station. It may be claimed by
some that this wasin the eriginal agreg-
ment, but I have only to read the orig-
inal agreement to show you. that this
is not so In_ the. first place, the agreé-
ment only called for reclamation and
improvements which were to be carried
on for five years, but in the next words,
states. that the whole cost of the re-
clamation station and improvemen{\é
must not exceed $2,500,00. I have al-
ready shown you that in purchasing
lots, the railroad company has already
‘spent - H,OOMK)O 1n ‘addition to this they
have already” filled"in"a portion of the
creek by making a large cut in the
east end of the-city, and with all.these
taken in, with 'a station the ‘whole only
to cost $2,500,000 you will see that there
is no covenant that they are to build
any  station at all.. That has already
been pointed out before, but in the heat
of an election contest the people paid
no attention to it yet I defy anyone to
contravert my statement that there was
nothing in that covenant to show that
a railway station’ will be built. When
the company come to us we say to them,
“We don’t want clauses 'drawn up in
that way, and you must put in a clause
that this station will be built and will
cost a- half million *dollars. We don’t
care what you have spent on land and
retlamation, the people demand a union
station, and it must be built.”

“We *have also an agreement -that
any other railway . companies coming
inte the province, may have free right
of aceess to- this. passenger station: It
will be argued again that.this was- in
the original agreement. I would point
out ‘that” under the original agreement
‘the railway commisslon was to fix -the
amount to be charged_ in cases of dis-
pute; ‘in this agreement the lieutenant-
governor-in-council fixes it." Under the
original agreement.the railway commis-
slon was to fix the.amounts to be charg-
ed the companies on the Wasis of ‘the
actmﬂ cost "of constmcﬁou of the sta-
tion’ and lmprovements as well as all
the propetty "they had purchased sur-

Fal ge

f the station. I make this.
Wing that M we adopt-
nal ureuneat ‘as it stood

station to themselves. The

this
réntal would have been prohibitive. But|.
|'we come in (and we put it'on the stat-

ute books that ‘any competing rlailwas
company ¢an come in under the terms

of this contrgct, which means that three

or four comp-tlng rallways will' come
into 'this union station instead of one.

loulu Up Oreek ‘~

Another,quesuon 1 wish to refer to/

is that this agreement with the city is
silent on the question of freight. Now
what ‘is the use of striving to build up
a railway centré if we are going to al-
low our.city-to be handed over to two
railroad companies. What the C. P. R.
does not own of our waterfront in the
Inlet is owned by the Great Northern.
Affer ‘tha €. P. R. had acquired most
of the avallable waterfrontage on Bur-
rard Inlet, this same® Great ~Northern
comes along and after acquiring the
waterfront on the south of False Creek,

has purchaséd ninety per cent of that on|

the mnorth  shore, thus completely bot-
tling ‘up. and controlling TFalse Creek.
And so, had this agreement been Ileft
as it was the city would have been ef-
fectually ~tied: up like. San IFfrancisco,
which .for: years-had only- one railway
and we -would- have: only-had. two. .If
meant that when all the waterfront had
been tisd up, no other railway company
would have access to it. That is what
this agreement with the city meant, but
we said “you must go further and allow
all other railroads to  come -into your
station on . False .Creek with their
freight.” Then came the fight, between
this railway company’ and theé . govern-
ment They said “what have we spent
all this money for? What hayve we to
show for it if you. are going to wipe it
all out—for the good judgment and busi-
ness acumen we have displayed? 1If
you are ax‘ng _g,p wipe it all out and
bring in_the Chigago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul,. the Northern Paclﬁc. the Canadian
Northern Paeific and the Grand Trunk
Pacific on these terms?’ But weé were
acting not for the Great Northern com-
pany but for the people of this prov-
ince—and particularly for the ‘people
of the c¢ity of Vancouver (Applause).
We said, “You must make the agree-
ment that every railway that comes in
can come into your freight yards situat-
ed contiguous 'to your terminals. The
result: was that they. had to give .in.
Those people,in Vancouver who criticiz-
ed me wil -no. doubt claim that they
had a good agreement, but they had the
whole foreshore controlled on Ialse
Creek and Burrard Inlet by these ralil-
way companies, and notwithstanding fhe
hostile criticism we had to face we
stood, as we have always stood, for
the people whatever might happen and
So. we have secured an agreement which
throws this union staticn and thefr
freight yards open to the freight of the
world. Section 2 provides that “The
railway companies. are to have their
freight terminals on the north side of
the creek near the statlon They now
agree with us that they will handle on
coming from another road over , their
tracks to their freight yards and té the
warehouses both . in and out. They also
agree that any elevator, manufactory or
warehouse to whieh they have put in
a siding will have the right te make
the Great Northern provide on a switeh-
ing basis to bring in any carload con-
signed to them;©r to the roadways lead-
ing to the Streets of Vancouver where
their freight may be  traunsshipped by
drays. You can all see what this means
to. the other ¢ompeting railway com-
panies of America and what it means to
the men in Vancouver who have capital
invested in. any ‘of . these industries.
They also further agree ‘that there is
a ocertain. class of freight known in
railway parlance as L. C. L. (less than
carload lots) and they have agreed that
they will switch 4n these éars to their
freight sheds and through their freight
sheds to the right-of-way that leads
to the city, so that the other railway
companies have the advantage of every-
thing done by the Great Northers- Rail-
way company before they come in.

“For these services there i§ to be ho
price fixéd. That 18 left to the rail-
way commission, a splendid body whick
occupies a high position in the com-
mercial life of Canada. They have al-
ready lald down a Bwitching mte by
which these cats can be taken Trom'
one railway company for another. It is
found in some cases that the matter
has not been adjusted by the railway
commission, “we have made a provision
that it can be' referred to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor-in-Counéil, sé that it
can be settled at once, and valuable
time can be saved to thé railway com-
paniés ‘who wish to have their freight
come: in on this agreement.

“Undér the 0ld agreemeént nothing
was specified as to a station and a
meré shack would do, but under this
agreement they must spend half a mil-
lion dollars on' & station. In the city's
agreement sntFalce to the station meant
nothing; Dbt We have shown it on a
basis  that c¢an be’ understood by any
business man exactly what can be done.-
We have ulsoshown you on ‘what terms
they can bring in freight and there is-
no man with the:interests of the Proy-.
ince or the' eity at'heart who can stan-
npm rnd' aay that this zovernmmt

ort of way, ‘We a{ex
fater on.” )

| “What are vou going to do ﬁtl':tﬂ'm

ihnd to the aouth ot the creek!'
gquato m thn businosm ‘but we  said,
‘Other companies want to come' in
fhare, and finally they agreed tha

‘their.freight on the north -side of- W

greek, may build their own ling“on thn :

south side.  Not only that, but they
‘allow "thé patrohs of these thres othe
railWay compatites who may Wish to.

build factories pr exgvhtou, space “on{

the south ‘side ‘of the creek for that
purpoue " ~F

" “The ‘land*is to be rented “on- such
terms’ as we ‘may Aix \in Victoria, #o
that they can -have  their own -sheds
on the south side. They can also take
their frefght over their own ‘rails into
Vaneouver. It is true it is only & tém-
porary’ freight 8hed that is provided
for, -but 4t is-meant ‘to give .the other
railway . companies  a chance to come
into Vancouver and exploit their busi-
ness. If the V. V. & H. réquires it for
their -own business or ‘for theit own
Patrons they can give notice to the ele-
vator company to move within a year,
so that-the company can leave and take
up quarters in some other portion of
the city. The raiflway eompany can
only do -this. if they require the land
themselves, and the railway commis-
sion may come in and sdy to the V. V.
& B, ‘if this. land on ‘the south - side
of the ereek is needed for other compa-
nies we can. expropriate it, but even
if not, we have given another entry to
other tailways on the south side of the
creek.’ So we ‘hdave given this right
by a clause in the agreement ‘which I
know will be thoroughly appreciated.

“There are only three other sections
I ‘wish to refer to. The first is with
regard to the' filling in of the bed of
the creek. Of course the people of Van-
couver expect that the creek will be
filled in right up to the city’s portion
but there is nothing in the agreement

to compel the railway company to do it.

S0 we. said to them when they came

‘here, ‘When aré you -going to:fill in the!

whole of Flase Creek? and they say in
the old agreement that they will fil°
in sufficient to give them  freight and
passenger terminus. So that if it is
only ten acres, they will be able to
hold up 120 acres for speculative’ pur-
poses, or deave it :for the tide to eblrand
fidw over. ‘We'satd, ‘You must: fur-
ther, ‘and agree that the ‘whote’ Acres
must be made land within ‘five years,
and if riot done you will do so on re-
celving -six monthe’ notice from the
Governor-in-Coungil.’

“Now you see what a valuable adai-
tion to the agreement weé have 'There
is' a meodification that must <cund well
fo ‘those Wwho are really iIntérested :n
Vancouver’s welfare. Thare is another
thihg we have a little 1o S17 about, and
tHat wae about the roundhouses of the
Great Northern. We thought that when
they were coming intKVanoouver and
receiving the valuable business of that
eity, they should at least do something
for the workingmen of Vancouver, and
settlé beyond question that their termi-
nals should be on the banks of False
Creek. We said, ‘Your shops being sit-
uated at Everett is not good enough,
We want you to go further and have
you build roundhouses in Vanéauver,
80 that the people will know, thatiit is
your terminal in this province, aud .in-
stead of taking your lame ducks of en-
 gines to Bverett, you shall take them to
your shops at Vancouver,” ‘and so we
Have tifis clause in the agreement, that
the. company must build roundhouses
to provide for storage and repairs,
costing not less than $26,000. The
sum, it is true, does not soym to be
much, but it is the principle that we
haye located these works in the city,
an: the very ground that they received
from the city, that is’ so valuable.

“The most  important clause in the
whole agreemient is the last. I mist
apologize in taking the time that I have,
but it is only because of the adverse
eriticism ‘that we have received from
certain people in Vancouver, that I
have taken the pains I -have today to
place the whale matter squarely be-
fore the people in this way. Who was
it that made the first agreement with
the city of Vandouver? It was a com-
pany known as the V. V. & E.,, a sub-
siduary company  to the; Great: North-
ern,. a.company .  that has & ~certain
amount of roadbed in this prdvince. nct

very ‘much it is frue, and one of the:
{ to the Land Surveyors’ Act amend-

principal somplaints of the opponents
of this old agreement was that all they
had was the. V. V. & E. Rsﬂway Com-
pany behind it. And yet this company
takes it upon itself to say that they
will not spend a single dollar’ till they
have a new grant from the Dominion
and Provincial governments, not until
they receive a grant in fee simple froig
thé City of Vancouver, will they spend
a single dollar in its development. The
covenant of this company may be good
today and useless tomorrow, but if they
obtained the grant they might do noth-
ing further. :

“I do not say they would not do it
anyhow, but I say it was not business.
They could go tomorrow, and -at once
sell. all their land to other railway
companies, or to any member of this
House. Or suppose they were merged
with -other railway companies, in what
positien would the city be then. . But
the city said it is the best we canm get;
We can get nothing better; but we have
got something better. We have shown
the people that this government ecoula
make & better bargain than the City
of - Vancouver, and we have in this
agreement the covenant of the . Great |

Northern Railway Company that very |

raliway eompany  that- Conitrols < this
¢ompany to earry out every- ‘itém’ of the

‘Qgree.ment and so I" m Proud to stafw

ai to the ‘other companies that '
large interests in this province,

ple, except as a ‘rcterendum the oﬂgl-
nal bylaw. An the representauves of
that company, ‘abls, “fegal * meén;  éome
and express themselves as of ‘the same
opinion. Why should.they put this sec-
tion in the bill,"If the original agree-
ment was binding on the people?

Now, I want to point ‘ouf in this
agreement 130 ‘acres are left to the eity,
and there are n few lots laft near West-
minster avenue ‘bridge which it will be
necessary for the city to acquire in
order to gain access to this land it
the centre of the €reek, so that it will
be necessary to Bring down  another
bill, to be known as the False 'Creek
Reclamation Act to allow the city to
expropriate these thirteen lots and take
the riparian rights iéading ‘to their own
land, the 130 acres now  covered by
water, so that if they wished to go
forward with some scheme of their
own -they. will have power to do so. I
also wish' to point out- that in  ohe .
agreement we protect the rights of all
riparian' owners on the creek.-

“I must apologize for taking up the

.{ time of the Houge; but men in publie

life are. often swbjeot to unjustifigbla
criticism, and the government has been
80 in this particular case.. It is easy
to:talk and write newspaper articles
when you have thé pedple behind you,
and are backed by a popular majority,
but when a government stands up
agrinst all this for the rights of the
people, it shows of what metal it is
made. (Applause.) I have been chal-
lengeéd with standing in the way of the
brogress of the -city. One paper went
80 far as to say that I had set the.city
five years back by my oppesition to
that agreement, but I am willing to
leave it to-the city, I leave it to my
own_people to say whether I have pot =
stood by “their interests in. this . agree-
ment.. «We now have the Great NOrth-
ern covenant and ‘we have improved
and maodified the agreemeént in  many
ways,. and I think the people of Van-
couver «will say that notwithstanding
all hysterical - eriticism,  notwithstand-
ing all that might be unpopular, we
have again shown in our regard for the
Deoples’ interest, . .that what we first
considered was not the interests of
corporations;, but the interest of the
people at large, and ‘in every plece of
legislation we have brought down, we
have always stood. for the public ifter-
est as against the interest of corpora-
tions. (Applause,)

The bill was reported to the House
and took first reading.

Much Routine.

SBandwiched in between ' the com-
prehensive -and strongly convincing
explanation by Hon, Mr. Bowser ~of
,the False Creek agreement, and the
equally eloquent and" interesting ad-
dress of the Minister of Educatlon in
presenting for- second reading the bill
providing for the acquiremeéent of the
univergity site at Polnt Grey, wag
considerable business ot routine char-
acter:

Included was a report from the mu-
nicipal committee which was read
and on motion received,

Hon: Mr. Taylor presented a mesg-
sage from His Honor accompanying
a bill to regulate traffic over bridges
owned by the Crown in'' British Co-
lumbta which measure was duly re-
ported and obtained second reading.

The Coal Mines Regulation Act
amendment bill' obtained its third and
final reading, with no attémpt on the
part of any of the members of the
obposition to again bring forward the
various amendments presented at
previous stages in the passage of this
tegisiation through the house.

The hill respécting agricultural as-
sociatio wasg slightly amended in
non-substantial particulars at the. re-
port stage, and the report adopted; a
similar course was taken with respect

mient  bill.

Upon the motion for the adoption
of report on the bill with regpect to
the Taking of Lands for Highway
Purposes, amendments were offered
by Mr. P. Willlams providing that the
right of the frown in respect of the
taking of land without compensation
for road bullding purposes should not
apply to small holdings of less than
twenty acres extent,. and also that
improved or cleared lands should not
thus be seized without due eompen-
sdtion to the owners.

Both of these proposals 'were ' ré-
jected by. the house, and ‘as a conse-
quence, 'Mr. Hawthornthwaite an-
nounced that he and his colleague for
Néwcastle would e compelled to vote
against the bill in“order to put them-
selves on record in thése particulars,
It was well known, he said, that in
connection with lands s0ld out of
thelr reserve By the H. & N. Railway
Company " reservations ’_ weére made
that made the ™ title Very different
from that of  ordinary Crown grants,
lands being reserved for rajlway pur-
poses, provision bemg made for the
removal of timber by the vendor, and
for securing to the lattér all base and

£k tinued On ‘,Elcht.
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