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 STRAIGHT TIPS.

The
which r)mn to perfection the quality
prioe of our goods. The quality is up to
top potch, and the
poteh, consistent with good goods.

bargsins we are offering in Wall Paper, Win-
dow Shades, Picture %‘n.lnea. etc.

E.N.HUNT

1920 Dundas Street.
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“Besides this,” continuell the captain,
«] have written here on another page
of tnis notebook a few private direc-
tions as to how 1 want the treasure
disposed of. I say nothing definite and
mention no exact sums, but in a gen-
eral way I have left everything in the
Lands of you two ladies. I know that
you will make a perfectly just and
generous disposition of what you may

geét.

“That is all very kind and good of
vou,” said Mrs. ClLff; “but I cannot
“,elieve that such a will would be ot
much service. If you have relatives
you are afraid of, and 1 see you have,
if dna Markham were your widow,
tnen by law she would get a good part
of it, even if she did not get it all, and
if Txdna got it, we would be perfectly
satisfled.”

“It is rather a grim business to talk
about Miss Markham being my widow,”
caid the captain, “especially under
such circumstances. It strikes me that
the kind of meaerriage You propose
would be a good deal flimsier than this
will.”

“It does not strike me so,” said she.
“A mere confession before witnesses
by a& man and woman that they are
willlng to take each other for husband
and wife is often a legal ceremony,
and if there is any kind of a religious
person present to perform the cere-
mony it helps, and-in a case like this
no stone should be left unturned. You
gee you have assumed a great deal of
responsibility about this. You have
stated—and if we were called upon to
testify, Miss Markham and I would
have to acknowledge that you have so
stated—that you claimed this treasure
as your discovery, and that it all be-
longed to you. So you see, if we keep
our consciences clear—and no matter
what happens we are going to do that
—we might be obliged to testify every
cent of it away from ourselves. But
if dna were your wife, it would be all
right.”

The captain stood silehit for a few
moments, his hands tbrust into his
pockets and a queer smile on his faces
“Mrs. CIlift,” said he presently, “do you
expect me to go to Miss Markham and
sravely propose this scheme which you
and that half-tamed African have con-
cocted ?”

“I think it would be better,” said
Mrs. Clff, *“if I were to prepare her
mind for #. I will go speak to her
now.” . &

‘““No,” said he quickly, “don’t do that.
If the crazy idea is to be mentioned to |
her at all, I want to do it myself, and |
in my own way. 1 will go to her now.
1 have had my talk with you, and I
must have one with her.”

CHAPTER XVL

Capt. Horn found Edna at the en-
trance to the caves, busily employed
in filling one of the Rackbirds’ boxes
with ship biscuit.

“Miss Markham,” said he, “I wish to |
have a little business talk with you
before I leave. Where is Ralph?”’

“He is down at the boat,” she an-
swered.

“Very good,” said he; “will you step
this way?”

When they were seated together in
the shade of some rocks, he stated to
Edna what he had planned in case he
should lose his life in his intended ex-
pedition, and showed her the will he
had made, and also the directions for
herself and Mrs. Cliff. Edna listened
very attentively, occasionally asking
for an explanation, but offering no
opinion. When he had finished she was
about to say something, but he inter-
rupted her.

“Of course I want to know your opin-
jon about all this,”” he said, “but not
vet. I have more to say. There has
been a business plan proposed by two
members of our party which concerne
me, and when everything is told con-
cerning me, I want to know how it is
told, or, if possibie, tell it myself.”

And then, as concisely as possible, he
related to her Maka’s anxiety in re-
gard to the boss question and his
method of disposing of the difficulty,
and afterwards Mrs. Cliff’'s anxiety
about the property, in case of acci-
dent to himself, and her method of
meeting the contingency.

During this recital Edna Markham
eaid not one word. To portions of the
marrative she listened with an eager

terest, then her expression became

rd, almost stern, and finally her
cheeks grew red, but whether with
anger or some other emotion the cap-
tain did not know. When he had fin-
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| Fog Pums, - 10¢
| Extra Faney Silver Prunes, 123¢
 Fancy Pitted Plums, - - 10
|| hoice Pitted Piums, - - 123¢
. Faney Evaporated Ponches, - 10c.
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& few moments and then said:

ished she locked st-adily at him for

“Capt. Horn, what you have told me
are the plans and opinions of others.
It seems to -me that you are now ca.n-'
ed upon to say something for yourseif.’

“I am quite ready to do that,” he
answered. “A half hour ago I had
never thought of such a scheme as 1
have laid before you. When I heard
it I considered it absurd, and mention-
ed it to you only because I was atg‘aid
I would be misrepresented. But since
putting the matter to you, even while |
1 have been just now talking, I hayei
grown to be entirely in favor of it, |

but I want you to thoroughly under-i
stand my views on the subject. IR
this marriage is to be performed, it will]
be strictly a business affair, entered
into for the purpose of seauring to you
and others a fortune, large or small,
which, without this marriage, might
be taken from vou. In other words,”
said he, “you are to be looked upon in
this affair in the light of my prospec-
tive widow.”

For a moment the flush on the face
of the young woman faded away, but
it quickly returned. Apparently invol-
untarily she rose #o her feet. Turning
to the captain, who also rose, she said:

“But there is another way in whic‘nll
the affair would have to be looked at.
Suppose I should not become your
widow? Suppose you should not be
lost at sea and should come back
safely 7

The captain drew a deep breath and
folded his arms upon his chest. “Miss
Markham,” said he, “if this marriage
should take place, it would be entirely
different from other marriages. If
should not return, and it should be
considered legal, it may make g¢you all
rich and happy. If it should not hold
good, we can only think we have done
our best, but as to anything beyond
this, or to any question of my return,
or any other question in connection
with the matter, our minds should bae
shut and locked. This matter is a busi-
ness proposition, and as such 1 lay it
before you. If we adopt it, we do so
for certain reasons, and beyond those
reasons neither of us is qualified to
g0. We should keep our eyes fiexed,
upon the main point and think of
nothing else.”

““Something else must be looked at,”
said Edna; “it is just as likely that
you will come back as that you will
be lost at sea.”

“This plan is based entirely upon the
last supposition,” replied the captain;
“it has nothing to do with the other.
If we consider it at all, we must con-
sider it in that light.”

“But we must consider it in the other
light,” she said. She was now quite
pale, and her face had a certain stern-
ness about it.

“l positively refuse to do that,” he
said; “I will t think about it or say
one word about it. I will not even re-
fer to any future settlement of that
question. The plan I present rests en-
tirely upon my non-return.”

“But if you do return?”
Edna.

The captain smiled and shook his
head. “You must excuse me,” he said,
“pbut I can say nothing about that.”

She looked steadily at him for a few
moments, and then she saild: *Very
well, we will say nothing about it. As
to the plan which has been devised to
give us, in case of accident to you, a
sound claim to the treasure which has
been found here, and to a part of
which I consider I have a right, I con-
sent to it. I do this, believing that I
should share in the wonderful treas-
ures in that cave. 1 have formed pros-
pects for my future which would make
my life a thousand times better worth
living than I ever supposed it would be,
and I do not wish to interfere with
those prospects. I want them to be-
come realities. Therefore, I consent to
your proposition, and I will marry you |
upon a business basis before you
leave.”

“Your hand upon it,” said the cap- |
tain; and she gave him a hand so cold |
that it chilled his own. “And now I}|
will go talk to Maka and Cheditafa.
Of course, we both understand that it
may be of no advantage to have this!
coal-black heathen aect as ofﬂciatingf
clergyman, but it can do no harm, and1
we will take the chances. I have a
good deal to do and no time to lose,
if I am to get away on the flood tide
this afternoon. Will it suit you if P
get everything ready to start and we
then have the ceremony?”

“Oh, certainly,” replied Edna. “Any
spare moment will suit me.”

When he had gone, Edna Markham
sat down on the rock again. With her
hands clasped in her lap she gazed at
the sand at her feet.

“Without a minute to think of it,”
she said to herself, presently; ‘“with-
out any consideration at all—and now
it is done! I was not like me. I do
not know myself. But yes!” she ex-
claimed, speaking so that anyone near
might have heard her, “I do know my-
self. I said it because I was afraid
if I did not say it then I should never
be able to say it.”

If Capt. Horn could have seen her
then, a misty light which no man
can mistake shining in her eyes as she
gazed out over everything into noth-
ing, he might not have been able to
confine his proposition to a strictly
business basis.

(To be Continued.)
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DAILY BILIL

- BREAKFAST—Apples and Dates

Creamed Potatoes. Graham Muf- :
. fins. Breakfast Bacon. Prunes. :
s Coftee. -
: DINNER—Beef Balls or Sausage. :
Sweet Potatoes. Macaroni. Toma- :
toes. Pickles. Apple Jelly. Crack- :
: ers and Cheese.
: SUPPER—Milk Toast. Wheatena :

with Butter and Sugar. Baked :

Apples. Cake. Tea.

OF FARE.

-
.
.
.

CHOPPED BEEEF.

Good round steak is made very :

: eatable by running through a pa- :

tent meat chopper. Make as fine as :

: sausage. Season well. Broil or fry :

: in cakes, or shape into a saucer-like :

: cake, flouring and browning slowly :

in butter, making a nice gravy,pour- :

: ing this over the meat. Use minced :
onion if relished.

The Time for Building
Up the system is at this season. The
cold weather has made unusual drains
upon the vital forces. The blood has
become impoverished and impure, and
all the functions of the body suffer
in consequence. Hood’s Sarsaparilla
i the great builder, because it is the
One True Blood Purifier and nerve
tonic. v

HOOD’S PILLS become the favorite

Ve s

Forty-Fifth Annual Meeting of Share=-
holders. ;
]

The annual meeting of the share-
holders of the above company was held

at its offices in Toronto on Thursday, |

the 20th inst. Mr. George A. Cox, presi-

{ dent, occupied the chair, and Mr. C.

C. Foster, having been appointed to act

as secretary to the meeting, read the |

annual report of the directors.

The report showed that there had
been a considerable increase in Ppre-
mium income over that of the preced-
ing year, and that in the fire branch 2
satisfactory profit had been realized.
which result was due mainly to the
moderate loss ratio on the business of
the company in the United States. In
the marine department it was shown
that on account of the low water in
the lakes and rivers during the past
season and from others causes the gen-
eral experience of companies engaged
in that business had been particularly
unfavorable. Under these circum-
stances last season’s operationc on the
lakes had shown a loss which mater-
ially affected the total result of the
business of the company for the year.

The following is a summary of the

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Premium income, less re-in-

surances

Interest account

sesesssecsve

—

Total income .... ..$2,407,891 8

Losses

Expenses of management—
Agents’ commicsions,taxes
and all other charges

$1,566,264 77

765,091 04
—2-,331.355 81
Dividends on stock
..$2,321.195 72

1,248,243 56

Total assets
Total liabilities

Reserve funds
Cash capital
Subscribed capital

1,000,000 00
1,000,000 00

Security to policy holders..$3,072,952 16

The president, in moving the adop-
tion of the report, said:

“In considering the report sharehold-
ers should bear in mind that the year
with which it deals has been, in many
respects, a remarkable one in our busi-
ness. It will be remembered by those
connected with fire and marine under-
writing in this country as a year
which brought with it disasters of an
exceptional character —heavy losses
upon classes of business regarded as
the most desirable—and, therefore, as
one which was generally disappointing
in its results to insurance companies.
Under these circumstances, I feel that
we may claim that there is more mat-
ter for congratulation in the balance
sheet now before you than there has
bean in many of the annual statements
we have had the honor of preseting to
shareholders, in which, under more fa-
vorable conditions, our revenue ac-
count exhibited a much more substan-
tial balance of income over expenditure
than is shown as the outcome of our
transactions for 1895.

“The serious fires in the early part of
the year in this city, involving an ag-
gregate loss of some $2,000,000, are, no
doubt, fresh in the minds of share-
holders. The ‘Western’ was called up-
on to pay to its policy-holders in these
disasters $102,500, about one-half of
which, however, was covered by re-
insurance in other companies. Closely
following these came other fires of
exceptional magnitude, to which I need
not refer in detail, but I may say that
on the whole the ecompany never ex-
perienced a more unfavorable opening
in any yvear than its fire records show
for the first three months of 1895. The
ultimate profit shown on our fire busi-
ness at the end of the year was, there-
fore, ag gratifying to us as it was re-
agsuring to the theories we have en-
tertained based on the doctrine of
average. It will be of interest to
shareholders to know that we regard
the existing arrangement for the joint
management and supervision of the
United States branches of this com-
pany and those of the British-America
Assurance Company as contributing In
no small measure to this favorable re-
sult. This arrangement, as will readily
be understood, enables the companiez
to provide for a more thorough in-
spection of their risks, and a more effi-
cient oversight of their agencies than
could be secured without undue ex-
pense, by either company independent-
1y: and, as intimated in the report, it
is to the profits from our fire agencies
in the United States that we have had
to look in the past year to make up our
losses in other departments. In some
previous years, it will be remembered,
our experience has been the reverse of
this, and these varying results in dif-
ferent fields go to confirm the wisdom
of the policy of extending, as widely
as possible, with proper provision for
local supervision, the operations of
companies engaged in the business of
fire insurance, and enabling them thus
to distribute over a wide area the bur-
den of conflagrations, such as experi-
ence has shown us may occur at any
time and at any place where large val-
ues are concentrated. It is, T may say,
the recognition of the vital importance
of thig principle—and the conduct of
the business upon these lines—that en-
ables the PBritish, American and Can-
adian companies, operating throughout
this econtinent, to offer property hold-
ers a guarantee of indemnity from los?
bv such disasters; and I will say fur-
ther that it is the absence of facility
for the application of this essential
principle of insurance, namely, a wide
distribution of risks of moderate
amount, that must be fatal to any
scheme for municipalities assuming the
fire risks upon the property of their
citizens, as it has been suggested they
should do by some ardent soclal re-
formers, who appear to lost sight of
the fact that investors will look for
larger returns in the way of interest
on municipal bonds, if they are called
upon to assume greater risks than are
undertaken by the shareholders of an
insurance company. In making this
reference, I wish it to be wunderstoox
that I speak as one more largely in-
terested in the debentures of the City
of Toronto and the general credit of
the city than in the stocks of our fire
Jnsurance companies.

“Although the fire business has al-
ways been our chief source of incomg
we have, as you are aware, almost
since the organization of the company,
been engaged to a limited extent in
marine underwriting. In this branch
our operations, during recent years,
have been chiefly conflned to the in-

cathartic with all who use them. All
dmgﬂsts._zsc.' 'Y

“It's wonderful,”” remarked the edi-
tor, “hew proud a man acte when
he is going to have his picture pub-
lished, and how humbie he ‘is after
it has happened.”

Give Holloway’s Corn Cure a trial It
removed ten corns from one pair of

land lakes and rivers. From this
source we have, on the whole, over a
series of years, derived a moderate
margin of profit, but from various
causes the record of the lakes for the
rast season has been one of continual
disaster to shipping, the ocacualties
having been, as far as can be judged
from published records, more than
double those of any preceding year in
the amount of property lost. As a

o A S

mw;nnnmoﬁavw

$ 100,000 00 |

$1,072,952 16 |

year in this branch, the losses and ex-
penses having exceeded the premiums
by upwards of $100,000. I have little
doubt that as a result of the generally
tnprofitable nature of last season’s
business, an improvement in rates,
which is reeognized on all hands as
necessary, will be brought about be-
fore the opening of navigation. Fail-
ing this, there would appear to be no
course open to us but to discontinue
this branch of our business altogether.
“I may briefly summarize the past
year's experience of the company by
| saying that the profits on our fire busi-
| ness: were practically absorbed by the
losses of our marine branch, and that
our interest earnings were sufficient
| to pay (after providing for the amount
.written off for depreciation in securi-
. ties) about 7 per cemt upon our capi-
| tal stock, the additional 3 per cent
i required to make up the usual divi-
{ dend being taken from the reserve
i fund accumulated from the surplus of
| previous years. On account of the
business on our

i larger volume of
i books, we have increased the amount
| estimated as necesgary to run off un-
| expired policies to $794,460. The actual
{ liability under this reserve is,of course
idependent upon the number and
{ amount of the policies which may be-
| come claims before the expiry of the
{ term paid. Similar estimates in pre-
vious years, however, have proved to
be more than ample, and our reserve
for this purpose, 1 may say, is consid-
erably larger for our volume of busi-
ness than that set aside to provide for
unexpired risks in the statements of
any of the British companies which
have come under my notice.

“At the last annual meeting we re-
ported that the company had re-in-
sured all the risks in Canada of the
United Fire Insurance Company of
Manchester, England. which company
ceased operations in this country on
the 15th of January, 1895. The liability
under this contract is nearly run off,
leaving a profit to the company, in ad-
i dition to some new connections which
i( promise to be of permanent advantage.

“It would, of course, be premature at
this date to attempt to form an esti-
mate of the probable outcome of the
present year, but it is, nevertheless,
gratifying to be able to say that our
| experience thus far in 1896—b6th as to
volume of business and moderat> loss
ratio—has been very satisfactory, and
taking into aceount the evidence
which the report now before us pre-
sents of-the ability of the company te
meet out of the year's premium re-
ceipts such exceptional calls upon. it
as the losses of the past year, I think
we may say, without laying ourselves
open to the charge of optimism, that
the pl'nspeots’ of the present year—in
fact, of the future of the company—
are very encouraging.

“In conclusion, T wish to bear testi-
mony to the ability and zeal which
the officers and agents of the com-
pany have shown in furthering its in-
terests during the past year.”

The vice-president, Mr. J. J. Kenny,
seconded the adoption of the report,
which was carried unanimously.

The election of directors for the en-
suing vear was then proceeded with,
and resulted in the unanimous re-elec-
tion of the old board, viz.: Messrs)
George A. Cox, Hon. S. C. Wood, Robt.
Beaty, G. R. R. Cockburn, M.P., Ge®.
McMurrich, H. N. Baird, W. R. Brock,
J. K. Osborne and J. J. Kenny.

At a meeting of the board of direc-
tors held subsequently, Mr. George A.
Cox was elected president, and Mr. J.
J. Kenny vice-president for the en-
suing year.

Queensland, in Australia, has a rain-
fall of 26 inches from one storm lately.

Emulsion

The cream of
purest Norwegian
cod-=liver oil, with
hypophosphites,
adapted to the
weakest digestion,
—Almost as
palatable as milk.

Two Sizes—50 cents and $1.00
SCOTT & BOWNE, Belleville, Ont.
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THE €REAT
HINDOO REMEDY

PRODUCES THE ABOVE ,

RESULTS in 80 DAYS. Cures all

Nervous Diseases. Failing Memory,

Paresis, Sleeplessness, Nightly Emis-

sions, etc., caused by past abuses, gives vigor ead siza

to shrunken organs, and qnickl% ut surely restores

Losat Manhood in old or young. Easilycarr edin vest

pocket. Price $1.00 a package. Six for $5.00 with a

writien guarantee to cureor mone{reﬁndtd. Dcn't

buy an wmitation, but insist on having INDAPY, 1t

vour druggist has not got it, we will send it prepaid.

Driental Co., Props., Chiease, Lll., orour agais.

SOLD by Anderson & Nelles, Druggists, 24v Dun
das St., LONDON, ONT., and leading druggists
elsawhere.

VE Ynu %%‘l-gre'ghgop%t?s, PAlg;g;e 1d Scre

BMUlcers in Mouth, Hair-Falling? Write COORK" 2%
REMEDY CO., 307 Masonic Temple,
Chicago, Ill., for proofs of cures. CB{
tal, $500,000. Worst casescured In 18
to 85 days. 190-page book free.

EERY Py

ermansnily Restored

Weszkness Nerv-
ousness, Dobility,
and all the train of
evils from early ervors
or later excesses, the
esuits of overwork,

sickness, worry, etc,
Full strength, develop-
ment and tone given to
everycrgancnd portion
of the body. Simple,
natural methods. Im-
mediate im;rovement
seen. Failure impossi-
ble. 2,000 references.
,explanstion and

mﬁ wailed (sealed)

. ERIE MEDIGAL 3., Buffalg WoVu _
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# LENE is put in.

You fry fish or oysters in Cot-
tolene they will not be greasy.
EN Always have the skillet or fry-
; ing pan cold when the CorTO-

Remember that COTTOLENE heats to the cook- :

§ ing point sooner than lard and that it must not be allowed to bum.

COTTOLENE

§ when rightly used, mever imparts to food any dis-f
agreeable greasy odor or flavor. For pastry or any §

8 shortening purpose, but
§ 24 the quantity that was
¥ formerly used of lard, is

i necessary, if Cottolene

_THE AIRBANK

IS USED

Look for the trade-marks—* Cottolene™ and steer's Aead in eotton-plant wr

ANY Wellingt on and Ann nI Sta.

n gui.y tin.
TREAL.

ST
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| Latest English Collars, 20c, or 3 for 50c. ‘

Latest American Collars

|
Anenapes ) 2 for 26c. |

4-Ply Linen Cuffs, 20¢, or 3 pairs for 50c.

New English Link Cuffs, 25¢ pair.

RAHAM BROS.,

London’s Furnishers and Hatters,

s - o

THE DANG

—

ERIS PAST

A remedy has been provided. You need no longer fear seeing the
shadowgraph of you skeleton exposed to public view if you only
take the precaution of lining your garments with

extile BucksKin

READ the following opinion of the celebrated electrician, Prof.

Stubuzeyn:

Tee KING-JoNES COMPANY, TORONTO:

New York, Feb. 18, 1896.

. Have tested the sample of Textile Buckskin sent me and find that it is im-
pervious to the Roentgen rays. Am aending fuller particulars by m

35tf

ail.
J. G. STUBUZEYN,

President College Aszociated Electricians,

—are made of the same kind of
leather as the Slater Shoes—best

American calfskin.

Mgney can’t

buy betier leather, or better work-

manship, than is p'rt in these Cana-

dian shoese. They are made on the

finest and most foot-fitting Ameri-

can lasts, by the famous Goodyear

Welt process — superior to hand

made. Made, t0o, in the cheapest labor market on the
continent—Montreal—which means that there is more
shoe 1 alue for the money in them than can be had in
any American made shoe—black or tan.

Ask for

World’s Fair Prize Winners.

o
WA The Slater Shoe. ss.ss, 85 yor pasr.
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?f\t-l‘.
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S. SOLE AGENTS FOR LONDON.
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GOLD ALUTINUIlT WARE

Scmething New ana Beautiful.

Table, Dessert, Tea, Coffee, Oran
Dessert Forks, Table and Dessert
Forks. etc.
and rich in color.

e and Five O'Cloek Tea Spoons, Table and

nives. Fruit Servers, Sugar Shells, Oyster

These have the appearance of solid gold, and are as fine in gqualit
Gold Aluminum is a solid metal, having no plate to wear off,

uniform in color throughout, and effects of ordinary wear will disappear when

polished. 1t is far
as checap.

kets, Fruit Dishes, Silver Tea

superior to any silver plated ware, more durable and equally
We are also offering full lines of Silverware in Fern Vases. Cake

Bas-

and Coffee Sets, Ivory and Pearl Handled Cullery,

Case Carvers in endless variety. Friends invited to inspect the stock.

BOW MAIT,
‘Wholesale Bardwarehierohuu. -

KENNEDY

& CO.,

- London, Ontarie.

— |
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Equal to any Wheel offered at $110.
Agk the riderss They will tel
you. It's worth $110. a

5 CASH.

I}obbs _Hardw are

Co., Londqlg__:

PALE GIRLS

Weak, ]aniuid and listless, suffer-
ing from heart palpitation, ner-
vousness, stomach troubles or
constipation, should use Indian
‘Woman’s Balm. It cures.

 WEAK WOMEN

Run down, easily tired, pain in
back or limba, troubled with
dizziness, rush of blood to the
head, faint feeling, nauses, try
Indian Woman’s Balm. It's
nature’s remedy for women.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

9 1
EPPS'S COCOA
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

“By a thorough knowl!sdge of the natural
laws which govern the opcrations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful application of
the fine properties of wel!-<clocted Cocoa, Mr.
Epps has provided for our breakfast and sup-
pera dellcsml{ flavored beverage whicX¥ may
save us many heavy doctogs’ bills. It is by the
fudicious use of sucharticies of diet that & con-
stitution may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendency to diseace
Hundreds of subtle malndies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever {here isa
weak point. We may escaps many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortifled
pure blood and a properly nourished frame.”—
[Civil Service Gazette.

Made simply with boiling wager or milk
Soid only ii:;ackeu. by grocers, labeled THUS,
JAMES EPPS & CO., Ltd., Homoopathio

3 England.
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