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CURRENT COMMENT.

Samson once brought honey out rf 
the carcass of a lion. The moral may 
cover the case of Mrs. Sage, who is 
bringing charitable institutions out 
of the hoardings of Russell at the 
rate of $25.000 per day.

An Edmonton gentleman has been 
offered three thousand dollars per foot 
for a Jasper avenue lot and has de
clined. This does not seem to show 
that Edmonton people are very anxi
ous to get rid of good business loca
tions, or that others are unwilling to 
offer a handsome price for them.

A new traffic bridge was opened 
yesterday at Macleod, which will give 
the farming districts north of that 
city direct access to their trading cen 
tre. Edmonton needs a similar struc
ture spanning the Saskatchewan to 
allow the farmers in the rich districts 
east and southeast of the city to get in 
to trade.

The Young Turks are to "clean up” 
Constantinople. ' If they do it as ef
fectively as they did the Yildiz Kiosk 
the job should be satisfactory to the 
Turk who prefers cleanliness and san
itation to filth and disease—assuming 
that there are such.

CURRENT COMMENT.
Edmonton has now five hundred ex

tra men on the list, extending street 
railway tracks, making and repairing 
streets, laying sidewalks and instal
ling new machinery at the power 
house. The corporation must be one 
of the largest employers of labor iu 
the West. Also it is the foremost oi 
western cities in preparing the way 
for a big future.

President Taft has concluded that 
he who «peaks last speaks best. So 
according to report he is waiting un
til the senators and congressmen have 
come to a deadlock over the tariff 
schedules, when he will step in and 
decide the issue. If the president’.- 
pre-election speeches mean what they 
seemed to say Mr. Aldrich may learn 
at an early date that the boss o? the 
senate is not necessarily master of the 
fiscal policy of the Republic.

A terrible charge has been brought 
against a coast lumber-milling fftm by 
a gentleman who professes to know, 
to wit that the said firm have beer, 
selling lumber direct to the consumer 
on the prairies instead of passing it 
through the hands of the local retailei 
and leaving his palms well greased 
•oy the process. This, it seems, is vio 
lating the "ethics” of the lumber busi 
ness, an offence apparently akin to 
that of being “inharmonious.”

Wonderful growing weather con 
tinues to coax the western crop along 
at an unprecedented ra*e. A promin
ent farmer oi Clover Bar told the Bui 
letin Friday that he sowed Ibarley on 
Thursday-week and that on Tuesday 
it woe an inch above ground. Grain- 
oi all kinds are coming on with cor
responding rapidity. Pasture is ex
cellent, and has been for a fortnight. 
The prospects oi the hay crop are most 
favorable. Vegetables in the city gar
dens are breaking previous records 
as steadily as the Mauritania. It i.- 
safe to say that even the West never 
Irad a more favorable growing season 
and that crops generally are quite 
abreast of the average, despite thi 
delay due to the backward spring.

The department of the interior ha- 
issued a “Resource Map of the Do 
tninion of Canada." The “map” really 
consists of a vest-pocket book cram 
med with information regarding tht 
size, population, cities, products, rail 
ways and trade of the Dominion. Ir 
the back is a map with the resource.- 
printed across tire districts in which 
they are found. The information i: 
tabulated, thus enabling one to get 
in a moment a comprehensive idea 
of the magnitude, or comparative 
magnitude, of any industry or line 
oi business in which he is engaged oi 
interested. To Canadians the booklet 
will be both useful and interesting at 
a pocket cyclopedia of their country 
Distributed among people who are hi 
terested in finding out wtiat the coun 
try can or does produce it should 
prove a useful instrument in attract^ 
ing desirable immigrants.

Two Calgary churches have entered 
on a project for union which must en 
gage wide attention among the mem
bers of two of the large denomina 
fional bodies throughout the Dam in 
ion. Grace Presbyterian and Wesley

Methodist are churches with moder
ately large congregations and are situ
ated quite near each other. Each 
congregation faces the question of a 
new and larger building. Believing 
the union of their denominations 
to be near at hand the congregations 
have decided to join forces and con
centrate their efforts and interests in 

united church, managed under a 
special charter to which the authori
ties of each body are asked to give 
assent. Whatever comes of the pro
ject it reflects the drift of sentiment 
prevailing in the rank and file of 
these two powerful denominations, 
and if successful it must greatly ac 
eelerate the movement for their or
ganic union.

The British Government has been 
making inquiry touching the cost of 
living in British and other Euro
pean countries as it affects the work- 
ng man. Investigations were made 

in forty cities of Great Britain, France 
and Germany. The French workman, 
t is found, pays 2 per cent, less and 
the German workman 23 • per cent, 
more for lodgings than the British 
workman. If the British workman 
lived in France or Germany on the 
same scale, .buying the same supplies 
and in the same quantities, his ex
penses would increase 18 per cent. 
Wages on the other hand are only 75 
oer cent, as high in France and 85 
per cent, as high in France and 83 
England. The .hours of work are 
eventeen per cent, longer in France 
and 10 per cent, longer in Germany. 
This is how "high protection” cheap- 
ms the cost of living shortens the 
lours of labor and raises wages.

Canadian governments do not usu 
illy choose a New York paper as the 
neans of communicating their plans 
o the Canadian public. Neither do 
Jew York papers always wait for gov- 
•rnments to explain their intentions 
refore announcing them. The New 
aork Times’ outline of Canada’s naval 
irogram, however, lias a reasonable 
emblance to what might be expected, 
•resuming we are going into the naval 
business seriously, and it is worse 
han useless to go into it any other 

■vay. If we are to build warships 
hey should be the best, for other than 
he best only carry a cargo of false 
lope until they run foul of a real 
ighting machine and then they leave 
loth ing but monumental disappoint- 
nents behind them. For a fleet de
igned primarily to protect a coast 
me. but liable to be ordered to the 
emote parts of the earth for servie-1 
he cruiser is the more desirable by 
>11 the canons of naval architecture. 
\nd if we are td have cruisers less 
hau a half dozen would not cut much 
igure either as a defense squadron 
or our own shores or as an accessory 
-o the British fleet abroad. The Times 
nay have only guessed but there have 
reen far less likely-looking guesses.

The first lord of the admiralty, 
peaking at the Imperial Press con- 
erence declared it desirable that the 
>rees of Britain and the Colonie i 
liould unite to the "wise direction” 
■i emigration from the Mother Land. 
5y “wise direction" Mr. McKenna 
'oubtless means, direction to the 
Dominions overseas. In this view 
Canadians at any rate heartily agree. 
They are spending hundreds ot thous- 
tnds of dollars per year in this work, 
vith very gratifying results, and will 
•ontinue to do so. Objection there 
I oubtless is to certain classes of Old 
country men coming to this country, 
iust as there would be objection in 
England if certain classes of Can
adians flocked thither in large num
bers, some of them 'by direction of 
nagistrates who thought exportation 
in easy means of ridding their re
petitive localities of troublesomè ele- 
nents. But of the right kind of Old 
Country people Canada cannot get 
oo many, and thee overwhelming per- 
rentage of those who come hither ar- 
>f this type. Australia and South 
Mrica no doubt give as cordial wel 
Jorae to the fit who go from the 
Mother Land to their shores. What 
jould more surely conduce to the 
British character and the permanency 
>f the Empire it would be difficult to 
:magine. Mr. McKenna struck the 
key-note of Imperial solidarity. If 
he Empire remains British in race 
ind spirit there need be no doubt 
ibout it losing either adhesive power 
rr defensive power.

A German Conservative newspaper 
<ees in the approaching British Im 
oerial Defence conference the possi
bility of more dissension than liar 
Pony. According to its conception the 
Dominions of the Empire have more 
differences than points of agreement, 
ind the more we discuis -matters the 
more are we likely to locate and em
phasize the former and to lose sight 
if the latter. This at least betrays a 
recognition of British com'jativencss 
that is flattering. It seems also to 
luggest that one section of the Ger
man press at least is not altogether 
it ease over the proposed conference. 
Assuming that this is believed likely 
to end aip in a row or in coolness, it 
rurely would be the part of any one 
unfriendly to the Empire to with-
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WARNED IN VAIN.
Montreal Gazette—United States 

newspapers are warning their read- 
ers against being carried awav by 
bull enthusiasm in the stock imp-ket 
Ine tune is doubly ripe for such a 
deliverance. Prices have been low, 
comparatively speaking at least; there 
are signs of a recovery of business 
activity ; and money is easy. Then 
the time when there will be a call 
for funds for mowing the crops is 
drawing nigh, and usually stock pric
es suffer somewhat when this demand 
is at its strength. Still the warning is 
likely to pass 'unheeded. The public 

|With a taste for speculation as a rule 
sticks to a bull movement till it 
breaks and then crawls out with what 
may be saved from the ruins.

The project ior -a bridge across the 
river to accommodate the farmers < f 
the Clover Bar and other eastern and 
southeastern districts is receiving 
warm approval, not by any means 
confined to residents of the east end 
of the city. While the facts of geo
graphy necessitate the structure be
ing built in or near this part of the 
city it is not and should not be al
lowed to become an issue for the de
velopment of sectionalism. The ob
ject of the proposal is tô conserve to 
the city the trade of one of the most 
prosperous farming districts in this 
or any other portion of the western 
country. In that object all sections 
of the city stand to benefit and toward 
:t all should be prepared to work. At 
present the accommodation for travel 
—and therefore for trade—afforded the 
farmers to the cast for getting into 
the city is hopelessly insufficient. 
When the present bridge was 'built one 
of the advantages expected from it 
was better opportunity for these farm
ers getting into their trading town. 
That expectation was largely justified. 
But the conditions of six years ago are 
not the conditions oi1 today by any 
means and the facilities which were 
ufficient then are inadequate now. 

Then the bridge had only highway 
traffic to accommodate. Now it has 
a much larger highway traffic, and 
an electric and a steam railway. The 
provision of a secoond bridge is a 
plain necessity if the farmers of these 
districts are to he allowed to come 
nto the city to trade. The financial 

aspect of the project is of course for
midable, but it would be money well 
spent. The bridge would be more than 
rrdinarily useful if beside providing 
a straight and open way for the trade 
n the eastern country into the city 
;t were made also the crossing for a 
line of the radial railway traversing 
what must be one of the best districts 
•a the Province for such business.

Japan very naturally has come to 
the conclusion that the time is ripe 
for a re-adjustment of the attitude of 
.orcign countries toward her—at least 
ior a re-adjustment of the attitudes 
these countries express in their treat
ies with her. The existing commercial 
treaties were many of them negotiated 
it a time when Japan was the junior 
member of the family and had to ac
cept whatever the older members saw 
fit to give her in the way oi conces
sions. Two successful wars, coupled 
with social and political advancement 
bave lessened the difference of status 
between the Empire of the Mikado 
ind the other powers. Whatever 
these think of it they must admit in 
honesty that Japan is now one of 
the “big fellows.” It is understand
able that Japan should insist on the 
recognition of this fact in the renewal 
of the commercial treaties. It is equ 
ally understandable that the point on 
which she should feel most strongly is 
that of racial discrimination. The 
other powers all claim the privilege 
of their people to travel in Japan or 
to live in Japan if they want to. But 
-orne of them do not return the com
pliment, but raise a head-tax barrier 
against the* sons of the Mikado who 
would enter their borders. However 
wise or necessary this policy may be 
in the internal economy of those coun
tries it cannot but be an affront td 
the people against whom it is direct
ed. That the Japanese are a high- 
spirited people with a proper sense of 
their racial capability only makes the 
insinuation of inferiority the more 
biting. Now that they have “arrived 
as a nation they propose to have a 
square deal in the matter and secure 
from others all the privileges they 
extend. In reason nothing can be 
•aid against their stand. It would 
be unworthy a great people to take 
any other, and a great people the 
Japanese have amply proved them
selves to be. Nor is there necessarily 
danger oi any international clash in 
the demand. It is accompanied by a 
tacit undertaking on the part of th 
Japanese Government to not allow 
emigration to the other countries. The 
demand amounts only to a request 
that this promise be taken at face 
value—a promise that in the ease rf 
Canada has been faithfully observed.

hold its warnings an* let the worst *- 
come to the worst. It is pretty safe 
to guess that the real sentiment in 
Berlin is the direct opposite oi that 
expressed; else there would have been 
silence and patient waiting for the 

^clash. It is to be hoped, however, 
that Germany does not construe the 
Imperial Defence conference as 
conspiracy-hatching convention for the 
destruction or menace of Germany or 
German interests. Otherwise the 
gathering will multiply rather than 
diminish the armaments of the Pow
ers. There are those among British- 
eis who think notice might with pro
priety be served on Germany and 
other European powers that they must 
stop building warships. But the ob
ject of the present conference is de
fence, not offence; always understood, 
of coursei that the best weapon of 
defence is the power to strike quickly 
and decisively wherever threat is 
made.

VARIOUS VIEWS

the TYPOGRAPHICAL.
London Bookseller—It is the nature 

of man—especially if he is a printer— 
to make mistakes, and it has been as
serted that a book absolutely perfect 
as to spelling, grammar, setting, etc., 
lias never been given to the world. 
Such an attempt was made some 
years ago by a firm of publishers, and 
so determined were they to succeed 
that ouly the most experienced com
positors were employed to set the 
type; the proof sheets were entrusted 
to one of the most experienced and 
expert correctors then living,and were 
afterwards carefully re-read by fif
teen selécted proof-readers, eacli of 
whom offered the sum of 10 pounds 
for every error discovered'. At the 
end of these ardous labors the book 
was issued to the public, and it was 
then discovered that there were two 
glaring errors in the first chapter.

UNCLE SAM IS SURPRISED.
Toronto Star—With a surprise that 

seems genuine the people of the re
public next door are exclaiming that 
they find themselves disliked by the 
Porto Ricans and Filipinos ! The. 
cause of it they cannot make out. As 
these two places are ten thousand 
miles apart there is no collusion, and 
yet Gov. Post, of Porto Rica, says ; 
“For some time past there has been 
in Porto Rica an open hostility to
ward Americans simply because they 
are Americans.” Gov. General Smith, 
of the Philippines, in addressing the 
assembly recently, said that he de
plored “the growing gulf between the 
Americans and the Filipinos."

Some of our American exchanges 
discuss this question as if they found 
:t impossible to believe that there can 
be dislike that cannot be explained 
away by a few smiling words. The of
ficial view .is that the natives object 
to the annoyances of the tariff, but 
close observers reply that this does 
not account for it. Being new at the 
business of holding foreign posses
sions and “uplifting” inferior races, 
our neighbors seem pained to find 
themselves disliked where they feel 
that they should be admired. But they 
will get used to it, as the British 
liave got used to it in India, Egypt 
and the world over. Stephen Crane, 
in The Red Badge of Courage, tells 
now, when he lay on his face in a 
clump of bushes and bullets began to 
rip through the leaves above his head, 
his feeling was that the whole thing 
was a horrible misunderstanding. He 
felt like jumping up and letting the 
enemy know that he was ilia re—he 
was a good fellow—they didn’t want 
o shoot other people, not a nice fel

low who had done no harm to any
body. But he dare not get up amid 
those flying bullets ; he could but 
burrow into the .ground and complain 
of the utter unreasonableness of it 
all. '

It is1 pretty much the same with 
the American who finds himself in
curring the hate of the Porto Rican 
or the Filipino. He feels that it .is 
a horrible mistake. He is the liber
ator of these people ! His country 
has taken hold of these islands and 
done wonders with them, and for 
them. -Can it be possible that the rab
bit does not lilti to be lifted by its 
ears? Would the foolish creature pre- 
ler to escape the pen and' again dare 
the dangers of the jungle?

CHILLED MEAT EXPORT FROM 
THE WEST.

Winnipeg Free Press—The report 
which comes from Edmonton that the 
Dominion government will aid the es
tablishment of a chilled meat indus
try in Western Canada by guarantee
ing its bonds to the extent of $1,750,- 
000, brings this question up for pub
lic consideration. A great deal is ex 
pected in-the way of reform to the 
live stock industry of the West from 
a chilled meat trade. In some quar
ters it is confidently expected to prove 
a panacea for all the ills of that in
dustry.

Undoubtedly such an enterprise 
would do much to improve condi
tions. The element of competition 
in buying would be more largely intro
duced than at present. A reduction 
in transportation charges would be 
effected and this would ultimately 
find its way 'into the producer’s pock
ets. By slaughtering on this side of 
the water the allied industries which 
utilize the by-products of the abattoirs 
would be established here instead of 
in Great Britain. The loss and waste 
incidentf.1 to transportation of live 
stock many thousands of miles would 
be eliminated, and that much cleaf 
gain would be effected. The loss in 
the quality of the meat also due to 
tiro long journey would be saved and 
the product would be offered to the 
consumer in a condition more nearly 
approach ing that in which it left the 
producer. The principle of slaughter
ing near the point of production and 
shipping the product in a chilled state 
is scientific and in harmony with the 
principles of modern business.

There are, however, not lacking men 
of integrity, familiar with conditions 
on both sides of the Atlantic, who 
assert that there are weaknesses and 
adverse tendencies in the system 
which will need to be remedied and 
guarded against, and that while two 
methods of exporting our beef will 
improve conditions there 5s small like
lihood of the newer method entirely 
supplanting the old ns many con
fidently expect.

It is worthy of note that the quota- but he evidently had the misfortune 
lions at London, Eng... for second to live three thousand years after dr 
quality port-killed Canadian and Am-1 two hundred years before his time”. A 
encan cattle, and those for first quai-1 public meeting was called, the action 
ity Argentine chilled hind quarters of the wheat broker made known and
When avei-aced w .  ***“ the decision left in the hands of the

burghers. What 'did these benighted 
Dutchmen do? History fails to re
cord thaLtliey went into ecstasy over 
so shining, an example of business 
ability, or besieged his provate ca 
with admiring deputations. If they

when averaged for a period of months 
reveal the fact that the port-killed 
meat sells for nearly one cent per 
pound more than the dialled. It 
would be disappointing to effect a re
duction in transportation charges only 
to be met with a corresponding reduc
tion in prices in Liverpool for the 
chilled product. It is also pointed 
out tli » f though slaughtering on this 
ride would save to Canada the allied 
industries, the products oi those in
dustries arc worth more in Great Bri
tain than they are in Canada. If the 
hide, blood, bones, horns, hoofs and 
offal are worth more in Liverpool than 
in Medicine Hat, little more saving 
might be effected by shipping them 
over separately than by allowing the 
steer to take them over with him.

In considering our live stock in
dustry it is always well to bear in 
mind that our export market is one 
in which quality .is- a prime consider
ation. The Britishers raise the best 
beef on earth, and are critics of that 
commodity. The tendency of the pre
sent method of exporting on the hoof, 
charges being based throughout on 
the number of individual animals 
shipped rather than on the weight 
transported, is to weed out all small 
and ill-conditioned animals, thus en
suring the Britisher our best cattle 
only, while the hume market absorbs 
those not measuring up to export 
standards. It is pointed out that this 
tendency would not exist to the same 
extent with chilled shipments,-i as 
charges would be based upon actual 
weight of dressed meat, and small, 
poorly finished animals could be 
hipped as cheaply and profitably 

as large and well-fleshed steers. Thus 
the meat shipped to Britain might 
lose in quality from this cause more 
than it at present does from the hard
ships of transportation. «

It is also asserted that the shrink
age in live weight due to transporta
tion would not be more than slightly, 
reduced. It would still be necessary 
to transport the bulk of the cattle to 
the point of' slaughter and evidence 
goes to show that it is while on this 
initial journey that cattle suffer the 
largest shrinkage, and some of this 
loss is frequently made up on the 
ocean passage.

Lastly, the question is quite pertin
ently asked : if shipping in the chilled 
state is as eminently satisfactory in 
practice as in theory, why do the 
large American packers with all their 
facilities for slaughtering cheaply and 
handling the by-products in Chicago 
still continue to ship largely on the 
hoof?

It is well before a chilled meat trade 
receives too enthusiastic an endorsa- 
tion from the farmers of the West, 
that every aspect of the matter should 
receive full consideration. Nothing is 
gained by expecting from such a trade 
more advantages than it is capable, 
in the nature of things, of affording.

fairer? Perhaps the long and tedious 
winter through which we have lately 
passed has heightened our apprecia
tion of this season of .bud and blos
som—for we enjoy most things by 
contrast and perhaps this passing 
from the snow and cold of winter to 
the warmth and verdure of summer 
at almost a single bound, produces an 
unwonted thrill of pleasure. You 
may talk of the purple haze of Italy;

. . ... . - the vine-clad hills of France; th& sea-
styled him king of the pit. it may. green tints of the Emerald Isle ; the 
be doubted whether the pit they iden-1 lovely lanes of England—fragrant 
tlfied him with had any connection , with their blossoming hedgerows • but 
with cereals. They took no particu- whoever will rise with the sun these 
lar account of the beautiful harmony ' mornings can enjoy the essence of 
of his domestic life, and overlooked them all, and hardly leave liis door

step either; as for the magnificent 
sunsets—they cannot be surpassed in 
any part of the world. No sea-girt 
isle can boast a fresher green -than '

his wife’s views on woman suffrage.
Nor have enterprising interviewers 
preserved for us any of liis commer
cial axioms. The extent of his opera- _______ ______  _ ____ _
lions, indeed, may have been all too Jour grass, whilst flowers in profusion 
limited for all this advertisement. But are springing from their retreats, bear
nothing zriugs more vividly into light ing to ou hearts promises ior tomor- 
the indelicacy and narrow-minded sel- row.
fishness of His fellow citizens, when ____I___________________
contrasted with our more favored age, 
than the account of their proceedings 
which has been preserved to us. Says 
the report, with gross bluntness : 
“Violence or destruction were strong
ly condemned ; they would let him 
eat his grain himself.

“This man was taken by the people 
to his warehouse. He had to swallow 
as much grain as he could ; he was 
then choked with g’rain; grain was 
put tin his nose, in his ears, in his 
pockets, and this bulky mass was 
hanged at the door post.”

“The grain was then sold to the 
bakers at the price offered to the man 
before, the balance handed over to 
the relations, while the price at which 
the bread bald to be sold was fixed by 
the town council, leaving a margin 
to the bakers.”

The whirligig of time brings round 
strange revenges, and yet none strang
er, perhaps, than those which affect 
the relations of the individual to the 
commonwealth. Between the grower 
and the consumer arise, one after an

A SWIFT TURN.
Toronto Star—Lord Northcliffe, tin- 

owner of several popular English 
newspapers, which have done much 
to work up anti-German war excite
ment, has been on a visit to Ger
many, and throws liis journals into 
seme confusion by wiring home : “It 
is not too much to say that accounts 
of phantom German airships flying 
over England and the North sea, 
freely telegraphed here each day, are 
placing England and Englishmen in 
a ridiculous and humiliating light be
fore the German people.” His own 
journals have been foremost in the 
“scareship” business. But being in 
Germany lie sees for -himself the ef
fect of it. He blushes to hear the 
horse cheuckles of his friends in Ber
lin.

He cables home : “Germans, who 
have been so long accustomed to re
gard Great Britain as a model of na
tional deportment, poise and cool- 
headedness, are «beginning to believe 
that England is becoming the home

other,^ masterful intelligent lords of . ,f mere nervous degenerates
l li û m t ’ Vl/rirtrr m a err* i fi pan t ennnlo/ni t _• r . i , , • « i c

TWELVE TIMES MORE HEAVILY 
TAXED IN GERMANY.

Westminster Gazette—Sir Frederick 
Banbury in the budget debate recent
ly said : "I liave to pay the duty on 
German stocks if I live here. If I 
live in Germany I should not pay it.” 
Mr. Asquith replied : “I hesitate to 
contemplate the bereavement the 
public life of this country would sus
tain if the lion, baronet were to mi
grate to Germany in order to escape 
the extra 2d. He would find himself 
liable to pay a 2s. tax in Germany 
for every pound of the income he 
enjoyed.”

There was a man called Banbury, 
Who in a wondrous wax

Went off to Germany to save 
An extra Two-pence tax.

But when he got to Germany, 
ykway îrom those who rob, 

found out to his horror that 
le had to pay Two “Bob!”

the pit,’ ’doing magnificent spectacu
lar deeds, and taking toll by millions 
of dollars annually upon the people’s 
food. So the malefactor of Maaslant
sluys becomes transformed into the

In view of the attitude of his own 
newspapers this rebuke from Lord 
Northcliffe is unexpected and inter
esting. He seems to find himself 
somewhat in the position of Prospère, 

idol of .Chicago. Maybe we have^ re- wrno, when he had raised a storm by
magic, was thus addressed by Mir
anda ;—

vised and humanized our standard of 
ethics ; possibly state interference with 
the processes of exchange would be 
inexpert and inequitable. It is all 
very puzzling, but one fact stands 
out clearly. The wheat kings fight, 
fortunes arc made and lost, and the 
people—always the people—pay.

PICKING RIGHT UP.
Vegrcville Observer—Vegreville is 

picking right up these days. The ad
vent of grading gangs on the <’. N. It. 
branch line to 'Calgary and also many 
new settlers have stimulated business 
all along the line. This town is al
ready miles ahead of other towns 
along the C. N. R. between Dauphin, 
Man., and Edmonton and seems des
tined to increase the lead. Business 
generally is improving wonderfully 
and real estate transactions, especi
ally in town property, are showing 
more activity than lias been iu evid
ence since 1907.

SUMMER.
Lloydminster Times—Summer wea

ther come at last ! Could anything be

If by your art, my dearest father, 
you have

Put the wild waters in this roar, allay 
them.

Loud Northcliffe seems disposed to 
allay the storm. He asks his journals 
t-to take a pretty short curve, but we 
believe they can do ft. Their steer
ing gear is about the most modern in 
the world.

Indifference to Militia.
Port Arthur, Ont., June 7.—Before 

leaving today for the wesK with Briga
dier-General Otter, after inspection (Si 
the 96th regiment, Col. Stef’ 
newspaper interview handed out, a 
hot roast for the people of the lake 
cities in not supporting the militia 
more liberally. He pointed with 
pride to what influential citizens were 
doing in the further west in offering 
trophies and otherwise assisting. 
However, he complimented the regi
ment on what it had been able to ac
complish under the conditions.

AT THE TERMINAL.
Harper’s Weekly*-They tell you a 

story in Quebec of a man "who was 
coming, one winter morning, down 
the long flight of stone steps leading 
from the upper to the lower town. 
The steps were covered with ice. The 
man slipped, and started bumping 
down the long flight, on his back, feet 
foremost, with incredible velocity. 
Just as he began tb gain speed he 
struck an old lady who was carefully 
picking her way downward. She fell 
plump upon the unfortunate man and 
held her seat through his dizzying 
flight until he stopped with a bump 
at the end of the long journey. He 
was buiised and his clothing was al
most stripped from him. The woman 
retained her seat, holding on with1 
frantic grasp and breathing heavily. 
“Madam,” said the man with grave 
politeness, “you’ll have to get off here.
I don’t go any farther.”

CHICAGO WOMAN AND THE 
EARTHQUAKE.

Boston Transcript—A story from the 
West about the earthquake last week 
shows the power of mind over matter. 
When the quake came, a Chicago wo
man sat up ip lier chair and sharply 
said. “Stop that!” And that was the 
end of it.

HOW HOLLAND THREATENED ITS 
PATTEN.

Regina Leader—In the closing years 
of the seventeenth century, Holland, 
then a republic divided into self-gov
erning provinces, suffered a shortage 
of grain aggragavated by a severe win
ter. Things grew acutely bad in the 
community of Maaslantsluys, princi
pally because a prominent local citi
zen had opportunely purchased and 
stored almost all the grain to be had 
within a wide radius, and when the 
price oi bread-stuffs went up he de
clined to sell. The authorities prompt
ly called him to account, and offered 
a considerable sum for his 'Stock, but 
the Dutch Patten, foreseeing that 
prices had not reached the top notch, 
decided to hold for a further rise. The 
plan was as old as the days of Jos
eph, and our Maaslantsluys broker cal
culated that it ought to work again ;
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dard :
“It is to me a very intent 

casion, doubly mteiv.Ping 
tlie time has arrived in the 
of our great Empire for us 
very carefully and very n| 
into the question of Imperial 
as a whole. (Applause.)

I think that the govern nil 
very wise to ask a cohfervne] 
semble in this country 
that all-important matter. I 
quite sure whether the idea) 
a ted with the government 0I 
Britain and Ireland—(lauglj 
whether it originated . W1 
colonies ; but, wherever i: orij 
it was a sound and coinmj 
proceeding in the state of "a| 
which we now find our-elvl 
will be very wise to " get r,.,l 
lives from the different Doniill 
come over here and discusJ 
matters from their points ofl 
We shall learn a great deal froi| 
and wè hope they mar leari| 
thing from us.
. "Tlle question .of imperial - 
is, certainly in the minds of tl 
minions, because they have coi 
ward to- try to show us over he] 
we are getting a- bit sleepy; 
are not taking tilings as thj 
that we are- not look big fact 
.face. That is emphasised ,

. fa-ct- that the Dominions have 1 
to send a certain , amount of I 

” home for the purpose of ll 
what are described as Dreadn| 
but which I would prefer 
battleships. Therefore, the IJ 
been shown us by the Don] 
(Applause.) . And by taking til 
they are- going to show Great 
and Ireland that the neces 
an adequate fleet for defence 
of paramount importance.

"Well, this is not the first I 
the Dominions -liave wished, 
the mother country. We rail 
forget the splendid speeiiml 
manhood that, were sent t> 
foudan, that were sent to us ink 
Africa, that were sent-rfmiiieI 
that, were ready before many Ü 
own people were ready that I 
paid for to be ready, but w> 
ready. (Applause.) ' The DoiJ 
showed us then what orgaj 
meant, and what organisation 
necessary to help in » great] 
gency.

Imperial Defence.
"Now the first obect in tbi$ 

tion of Imperial defence is. 
mind, to sit- down and think < 
we best can help each other-, 
hear)—and I hope that any r| 
that T make will, not, be e 
impertinent, will not he < 
in any way as in the line 
tion, but merely as the views! 
seaman, who has since lie 
lieutenant studied war and wl| 
necessary for war. Before s] 
a large sum of -money it is 
well to see what the ri«uit v.| 
The proposal from many 
Dominions is that two 
should be presented to this 
for the purpose of laying down] 
«ships to serve in the home 
Well, my view of the si-tuatL 
this, that all these -great Dor] 
could best help us by iiiakil 
posais for defending themselv!

“Now, let me take the prop] 
spending from any one of t] 
minions two millions on a batl 
Will that really help the obi 
view? There is one point wif 
English-speaking nation are yl 
termined upon, and they argu] 
very considerably ;, that pog 
whenever they spend'* monel 
want value. The only way 
minions, in my opinion, ca-i| 
the purpose we desire is by | 
ing their own trade routes. Tl 
of having torpedo boats and 
marines in the home waters] 
not carry out the objeef at 
cause in these days, if we go 
It is most unlikely that the , 
of a foreign country would , 
the Dominions and operate b] 
into.a harbour and blowing 
town. The day for that iJ 
What- would t-hqy get froiu 
town ? A certain amount oil
and probably a certain a mo] 
hills which might he paid will 
were due. (Laughter.) But tf 
of thing will never occur, fd 
reason. If the cruiser did 
with the idea of hurting the 
ions, it would go for a tradij 
which would have a far mon- 
effect on the Dominion than 
down a town and getting a ft] 
which might be dishonored, 
submarine is a defensive i_
Tt would have to wait until tl] 
ser was foolisli enough to g 
then it would operate.

Value of Cruisers;
But tli ere is another p»>in| 

nations at this moment in 
efficiency are short oi ,, 
'What would probably urn] 
could not spare cruisers, fronl 
own waters—if that an anti'] 
cajrtile auxiliary would go 
tile trade route. What us- . 
torpedo boats and submenu] 
Besides which. * 1 appeal to 
instincts. Have we ever in •- 
adopted a policy of defencf?
We have always adopted a pu 
attack, and that i, the po 
should always adopt.” - (Chi 

After further illustrating tli 
lages of cruisers for the jl 
under notice, Lord Charles ] 
“CM in this great Imperial ] 
that if the Dominions win.. 
mence with - cruisers—they 
eventually, perhaps, go in fo 
growth—but to meet the til 
and gain the object they 
view—which was*to help tin 
country, and that the mot Ini 
fry. should help the Dornin] 
maintained that the investi] 
money in cruisers was till 
i'kt'b" to meet the object de 
tt “The Dominions,’.’ he pi 

are well able to build the

Need of Combined Fleet—I 
Dominions Should Put 
Money Into Cruisers.
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