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ﬂmdfnl Fire!

Tndian Town § DGmyed.
LOSS"OVER; $250,000,

Abont one o’clock on; Friday morning sﬁre
broke out. in the store: of Mr, Tsrael Merritt,
Indian Town, caused, it is said, by the igniting
of some kindling wood, which;>according:to
his “habit, he 'had laid on the shop stova to be

dried; for the morning’s use.. The weathen had;

suddenlychanged frory mild to extrenely‘cold
and Btormy, and the North West wind blowing
across the'river swept like 'a hurricane np the'
narrow' gorge in’ which the main street stood.
The fire-thad scarcely broken out; indeed the

first alarm Kad scarcély been raised, when, un-

der the influence of the storm, the flameés taged
fiercely on all sides, The progress of this fire
is deseribed: as perfectly frightful. ' In fifteen
minutes after the flames bnrst out of Merritt’s
building, several hauses were burning o
furiously that the inmates eould scarcely ‘es-
cape with their lives, Some were aronsed only;
when their ‘beds: weére catching fire ; others
rushed out to see where the firé was, and re-
turned ' to find thexr .own houses in; flames
Many  lost all’ their furniture ' or ‘nearly
all.  James Travis, Esq., whose = houss
was ‘& ‘considerable distance from ‘Merritt’s,
could mot . save even his ‘wateh, ; The
stories told of ‘the losses and deadmtxon weré
very pitiful. ~One widow had ‘saved
bed and box ; another: widow: -umly
than this. One man, who :f;er SW
hnd hiu house near. r, saved I
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NATIO.N&D DEFENCE- II(PA‘.‘IRBD BY
cbi CON!'EDEBA'HON. '

 Erom ke Momérea  Protestant

Ha must be suspeeted of having a’poor cause
to advocate, who' puts' forth behalt -

of conmeill fodluelgend]

the C onfedamon can neither create

oonxtig

mgéd
pretences, and:rests its suécess’ upon” ‘bold‘aofr !oodmmeii:d’

sertions ‘quite “unsupported by’ facts.
suspicion of weakness cannot il to'wrisedn’ n-
ference to the ‘Confederation scheme, i it ‘éan
be shown: that the argumient of national defence,
on-which its aavocsey is so prominendy based, |
involves nothing’ else but popular sophistryi—
That this arguntent hds been used a8 a leading;
oney needs no proof. It is“eonstantly brought
forward ; it has been the theme of mobt*of the
e!oquent speeches thade in behalf 6f ‘the‘Confed-
eration yiand it has inspired numberless patrio-
tic articles of * the ministerial press. - Take; for|’
instance, ' the ' following extract ‘from a recent
artiele in the Montreal Gazetée - —

“Outside ‘our Tocal politics, the paramount
queéstions clearlypreeented to'the country have
been these:- (1), Wecannot remain connected
with Gredt Britain, and be at the same time de-
penident Rpon the forbeararce of a neigbounng
power for immunity from attack, ‘as the condi-
tion of - our ‘good' behaviotir; and (2), in the
present ‘altered relations Great Britain is not |

| willing ‘to continué to take Ypon. herself the

whole burdenof our defence, as she has hither-'

to ‘donie, * 'What, then, is the alternative?’ Ei-
ther to umite with the sister ‘colonies, and 'so’
crnisolifate British interests in North Anierwa,
the united Provifices taking upon themselves a
portion-of the duties Great Britatn Has hither-’

to perfdunéd for’them, ordn!'t into annexation

This is'the truc issue, and cannotbv

ed »” )

auudoh’wluﬁun‘ o : AJ«

scter tipt
they ‘usnally laid their -whole stock of pro=

eration. drse,
‘every patriotic' Canadian

visiong md fuel: for’ the winter: in'the fall enthmil&?my ‘ithe! hew *scheme.

it issthat the destitution of 50 thany fami.lus tu"a‘ﬁ

issogreat.

‘Confederation must be
mémﬂdbﬁmﬁ Tﬁé
: patiently

phlsu-y,ﬁd itis lngh tim

along the nver ude. ;@- plete’ Mllbwness.- Let'ns 'th

hat are, in point of national dm

“1'vantages offered by'a Confedération of t
u!belom it, md denmymg, with ‘one on two ‘vinces, ‘which the Tatter’ Mm

" wharf, and,the anutreet as fu' us. the crest

of the-hilly ﬁomxwhoh to thewatgfl ‘edgeall:}
ix
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Confederation is tgolng onl’ to
gress of :mr1 mili
tating new hon 3 zeeonn
reurgngemento f the several lﬂiﬁl lum :
;n-ubs ‘a remodelling of the:

"The Confed

until cut loose from_Great Britain
gerous notion she
fullacy by wluch the pa.rtym

otthe
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mentioned in Tuesday's Despatch that
‘Peggy Fite; who died afew daysago

county; was one bundsed and three yeors

d\e‘ht.dfwehhlt From Mz,
Fite, one of her grandsons, we learn ‘that/

wes born on.the 12th of April 17614 ond -33: ‘

consequently one hundred an
on the 12th olAD!ﬁUw Her husband Leon-|.
ard Fite, was a soldt*r in the revolutionary war, {
and fonght through that struggle as: 8 ﬁm-
refused. promotion :
‘ennessee

butsnnl‘ none in pomtof ddelzcg,x;t‘lm ukdb.

lm. «
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: . Heavier

e
‘the ces,
voiee in the question otW"
“Those’ who' heard Him will”
what thunder tones and what veh
culation  he then «REPUD
IDEA.” i Sk
t that time he argued that
so much even under that T

wironld get many of our 1
goods from Canada. He said :—
i suppose, for the sak
thnt’ﬂ?:Cansdxm tariff wm:.lde b
It was not so much the nature o
levied upén ‘certain specific artig
.ﬁ-ﬁtmed upon the whole pl

ts of . the country,
pos g than that of New

vre were to apply it to mo?
‘that ihelle

el ”oth#r’ C‘olomes yxelds to

the revenue; under the new am
the 'three’ pi

ries, the revénte will
land ymldpwh&dm
vince, and et it -

Mﬂ  then' by establishing a §
Newfoundland and
fs contemplated, her

iﬁtctured goods,
ymg a duty—App!

"'to New Brunsy

our, taxes ho
jed articles pay. 20 per cen

15 % per cent. in New

s are frée in Canada

t-in New Biunswick.
;ﬁghﬂ duties.:. But on

{ a{a only about one-h
Wg ships materials are free

ir tariff - were applied to us
l;he free trade e(frmcxpu] we
heavily tax But with

2,800,000

the Federation, we would ha
.76 per head, while now we
+/ " If it can'be shown that
w ‘and $800,000 from our pu
Jcarryon the machinery of tH
it and still have one million ford
pn-is'a safe one, and one that
yved 'upon.”

8 would not do now, and he wi
", Y|

ho gl} forced to change his positio|
tite on.another line of defence, he
"not to acknowledge himse
alt _may. say that we will be ta
hibald may say that we will bets
mer may say that we will be ta
Mr. Gray may say on the very same

* taxedmore; ' Mr; Tilley himself mig
emphatically repudiated the idea that
dian Tariff could be applied to ihis
buty notwithstanding all this, and
he céuld not'point out an error in o
tion#)*it would never do to ack
himielf beaten. - So he put the ve
face on the matter, and instead of n
peating that he ¢ repudiated the

& hgving the Canadian Tariff applied
Province, he determined to go farther ¢
and he said :—

Now, gentlemen, I will dcmonst

' if ‘we had been in F ederutlou In 1863,
have paid Zess and not more.’

And how did he attempt to prove th

"By asserting that after Confedera
people of this Province, instead of us
liquor -as_they do now, will be forceg
high- prohibitory duties to use Canadig
Gut,”’—to give it the vulgar and dis
but most appropriate name.

Here are his own figures :—

«t He said he was prepared to prove
thie Federation in 1863 New Brunswic
not have paid more than she did, but p
less. He said he would give both side
acoount. He was satisfied of its cor
and submitted it confidently to.the
which he was certain it would recei

b sdid increased duty would have been pa
L On Tea, - -
~iCoffee, - -
1 Sugar (reﬁmd. )
Su r (brown,)
Sses, -
Haberdashe q
Boots, Shoes, Copper, &c.,
Hardware, -
“Excise duty on Malt Li 1qum\

¢ o

“Our_figures were strictly correct.
'y aeems to dislike strict accuracy, an

what he called round figures.
fact admitted, that all who use
mid: Sugar and Molasses and Hal
Hardware, will have to pay §
fhan they noW pay. ' The sober
s,-the frugal are, to be taxed
) extent, and those who ing
inks are to be relieved. The

elief he thus states:—

d Whiskey, allowing for
imported and charged
p duty of Canada on the
nce,
: a‘:d other spirits not
aboye, charging excise
s of Canada as there were
283 gals, imported into
da'in 1863,
3 the imports of this ar-
in Canada were but 280,-
8. the balance of the
aption being manufae-
would give a




