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- BRITAIN IS

UNDA

ENTALLY SOUND

+  Sterling Exchange No Real

Index ot Britain’s Position

British Had to Supply
Credit Needs of Europe,
Suys Bankers

NOT BANKRUPT
BY ANY MEANS

Britain is Owed Twice
as Much as She Owes
United States.

(Associated Press by Leased Wirg)

London, Feb. 23.—Great Britain Is
fundamentally sound both financjally
and commercially, says the American
Chamber of Commerce of London in
a statement, referring to differences
dn the financial position of Great Brit-
ain and the .continental .European
countries.

MESSAGE TO AMERICAN
BUSINESS PUBLIC

The Chamber expresses the beliet
that the recent unprecedented drop
in. sterling exchange in the United
States makes it particularly desirable
that the best opinions on each side of
the Atlantic concerning this Question
should be understood on the other side,

After a thorough discussion with the
leaders of British finance, {lluminated
largely by the addresses of the chair-
men of five leading British® banks to
their stockholders in annual meeting,
the Chamber of Commerce has prepars
ed a mgssage to the American business
public. The message reads as fol-
lows:

Monetary Centre of Europe.

“The collapse of the pound sterling
in New York is no index to Great
PBritain’s financial strength or weak
ness.. London is today, as before the
war, the monetary centre of Europe,
With inadequate assistance from
American credit in Hurope, ' Great
Britain has beex forced to supply the
credit needs of the continent as well
as those of her own traders.

“Dollar exchange is really ‘New
York-Europe’, not ‘New York-London’
exchange. Gresat Britain is neither
bankrupt nor anywhere near it al-
though her external debt is larger
than ever before in Hér history. This
debt was incurred mainly to supply
the needs of her continental Allles
end she s owed approximately twice
as much as she owes America. While
the United States may fairly eXpect
to eollect .all - her British debt, Great
Britain is preparing to write off fifty
per cent. of her continental debt,

Britizh Finance Is Sound.

“In spite of these facts, British
finance is in a fundamentally sound
condition. Business men and workers
are- recovéring from thé ,demoralizing
effects of the war, Their customary
energy ls reviving and British fac
torles are ipcreasing their output. Ac-
cording to estimates made public by
one bank chairman the present year's
exports will produce a profit of from
$1,000,000,000 to $1,600,000,000. The
expression, ‘we are rounding the cor
per’, is now heard on all sides. Nefther
British bankers nor the British gov-
ernment expect, of ask, further gov-
ernment or long term loans from the
United States.”

CLEMENCEAL 1S
LEFT FOR EBYPT

Caliro, Feb. 23 —Georges
cean, former Premier of France, left
yesterday for Assuan, on the Nile
where he wil] inspect the great dam
weross the river.

NEPHEW OF POPE DEAD.

Rome, Feb. 23—Count Camillo
reccl, nephew of the late Pope Leo
{111, is dead. While his uncle was
Jope the Count was one of the most
mportant personages at the pontifical
ourt.

Clemen-

' 'several of

Germany Appeals to the Reparations
Commission for Return of Funds Paid
O_ver to Procure Essential Foodstuffs

(Associated Press

by Leased Wire.)”

B ERLIN, Feb. 23.—The standing currency and exchange

commission has requested the government to appeal

to the reparation commission

for funds out of the money

Germany has already paid under the treaty order to procure
absolutely essential food supplies and for economic needs.
The commission argues that Germany, with the utmost

restriction of citizens, is becoming so impoverished under

deprivation by the treaty of her colonies, territories and all

wealth producing means, that she is threatened with the

same-fate as Austria.
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The British. Women Voters
Have Changed the Complexion
Ot Various Constituencies

<

Politicians Are Puzzling Over the Result of the Wrekin Election,
Where the Return of Charles Palmer Was a Polit_ical
Surprise—A Freak Victory.

8

(By Canadian Associated Press.)

London, Feb. 23.—Parliament -this
week will be busy with dull estimates,
which, may produce soms
pronounced views concerning our per-
manent future military strength.

Politiciang. are still puzzling over
the result of the Wrekin election.

Sir Charles Henry, rormer member,
was wealthy and paid great attention
to the constituency, He held & seat
a coalitionist and was unopposed in
the last general election, which hap-
pens everywhere oecasipanlly. Chas
Palpler, the successful Sandidate, now
brings Horatio Bottomley's independ-
ent party into the House of Commons.

The total strength of these twonow
equals the strength of the national
party, consisting of Brigadier Page
Croft and Sir Richard Cooper. Alll
four give general, though constantly

however,

critical support to
Paimer, indeed,

the Government.
in the course of the

election avowed that he was not an|g

eremy of the Government,
Another matter which this election,
and also the Ashton result, brings for-

ward is the extreme unreiiability of}

the present day convassing, possibly
due to the inclusion of women in the
electorate.
gave a hair's breadth between Liberal
and Labor parties, with Coualition last,
whereas the result shawed the Lib-
erals to,be hopelessly outclassed, The
Wrekin canvassing pointed to a Coal-
jtlen success. The canvassers declare
that it is the women who cause thelr
cal ations to go so wide. Itis quite
possible, therefore, that Palsley may
hold a surprise on Wednesday, al-
though the common propuet
speaks of Asquith's majority as about

|a thousand.

WOMAN'S PART I
BECONSTRUCTION

Largely Responsible for Better-
ing of Social Conditions
Through the Dominion.

Montreal, Feb. 23.—Mrs. R. F. Mc-
Williams, of Winnipeg, speaking Sat-
urd.ly night at a Qpeclnl meeting of
the alumn@@ society of MecGill Univer-
sity, held at the Royal Victoria Col-
lege, said that upon the men of the
Dominion will fall the burden of.the
reconstruction work in Canada after
the ravages of war, but the part of the
women would be largely responsible
for the bettering of social conditions
and the maintenance of public welfare.
Women of the western provinces had,
she claimed, brought about legislation
providing for better working condi-
tions and better wages for the fac-
tory and department store employees
of the west and in Manitoba alone
$200,000 had been granted to provide
mothers’ pensions. She contrasted
the refusal of Quebee to allow women
to practice law here and the failure of
women to secure the franchise in Que-
bec with the fact that women sat in
the western legislatures
and that a woman judge had been ap-
pointed in Manitoba.
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OTHER LATE NEWS. §

For other late despatches ®
and general news sce page 7. @
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Prohibited Dance to be Held
In Aid of Ireland’s Freedom

overnor-of Panama Decides that Use to Which Funds Were
to Be Put Converted the Dance from a Soclal Into
a Political Event.

B Feb. 23.—G

(Associated Press by Leased Wite.)
nor Harding last night prohibited the friends of

Irish frndom from holding a dance at the Government Hotel, Tivoll, on the

proun

Repub
and pert
action.

WX

th funds resuiting from It would further the cause of the Irish
'hus converting a social Into a political event. More than a thous-
wwho were disappointed declded at a mass meeting to take legal

Lykaces will be held

GAKELESS DAY
FOR FRENCH PEOPLE

Cakes May Not Be Sold or
Eaten on Tuesdays or Wed-
*nesdays Now,

Paris, Feb, 23
announcement

The prefect, in an
making Tuesday and
Wednesday of each week days on
which cakes may not be sold or
eaten, points out that persons who
infringe the regulation render them-
selves liable to fines ranging as high
as 1,000 francs and prison sentences
of from one week to.two months,

The announcement says that even
bread with jam or other substance in
which sugar is 'used is prohibited in
restaurants or ‘tea houses on “cake-
less” days.

TRAIN DERALED
BUT MO FATALITIES

Powassan, Ont, Feb, 23—The
“National” train, bound for Winnipeg,
left the track four miles from this
place on Saturday. Although the en-
gine and all the cars went off the rails
they all remained upright, except the
baggage car, which was thrown on its
gide. The train was going slowly at
the time and none of the passengers
received serious injury. After a few
hours’ delay the passengers were
transferred to another train and con-
tinued on their journey.

WARMEMBRIALSTO
NEAREST OF KIN

New York, Feb. 23.—War memorial
certificates were presentod by the
French government here yesterday to
nearest kin of 4,673 New York and
Brooklyn soldiers killed in the war.

YACHTING TROPHY.

Pensacola, Flo., Feb, 28It was an:
nounced here last night that 8ir Thos.
Lipton had offe a trophy ilor the
winner of a serfes of salling races in
which representatives of the four
gulf yscht clubs are entered. The

probably ia Juig,

The canvassing in Ashton |

usually |¢

WIL GOMPEL
HUNG T0 WORK
EIGHT HOURG

Minister of Defence Declares
He Will Put Down by Force
Attempt for 6 Hour Day.

SUCH ACTION WOULD
PARALYZE RAILWAYS

Will Have No Hesitation In
Crushing Men with“Hands
at State's Throat,

(Assoclated Press by Leased Wire.)

Berlin, Feb. 23—Qustav Noske, Min-
fster of _Defence, in addressing the
employers’ coumncil and socialist dele-
gates at Hamburg, reiterate his pre-
vious statement that he would put
down attempts on the part of the min-
ers to introduce a six-hour day at this |
time or attempt to paralyze the rall
ways,

“When thousands of rallway men
declare they hold the state’'s throatl
and can close it if they will, then I,
as Minister of Defence, have no hesi-
tation whatever in crushing them,” he
declared, 2

The Minister said ho had imstruct-
ed the directors of wharves to dis-
charge immediately all men who did
not want to work eight hours a day.
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New York Claims to Be
Biggest City in World

New York, Feb. 23.—The
1920 census will show New
York to be the bhiggest city in
the world, it is claimed. The
results of the census, which
will be available about March
16, will give the New -York
metropolitan district a popula-
tion of 8500000, as agei-st an
estimated population of (500,
000 for ‘the smetropolitan dis-
trict of London.

The population of New York ®
proper will be shown as be- ®
tween 6,500,000 and 7,000,000 ®
@ as against 4,766,883 in 1910. @®

®
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OFFER $100,000 FOR
GEAPLANE GONTEST

[nternational Contest to Be
Held at Antwerp Next July
for All-Comers.

New York, Feb. 23.—Albert, King
of the Belgians, has red a chal-
lenge cup and $100,000 in prizes for
winnérs of an international seaplane
contest to be held in Antwerp next
July, the Aero Club of America an-
nounced here Saturday.

The contest, which will include en-
durance trials, speed and tests for
security in flight and on the water,
will be open to two divisions of sea-
planes, classeC according to speed
and power speclﬂcatlons

FIRE FIGHTERS HAD
NARROW ESCAPE

Montreal, Feb, 23.—What would
have been the worst disaster in the
history of the Montreal Fire Depart-
ment was narrowly averted yesterday
in a fire which totally destroyed a
four-story factory on Delorimer ave-
nue. The two top storys of the front
wall fell into the avenie, carrying
telegraph . poles, transformers, wires
and debris with them, and only their
own nimbleness saved the lives of
about fifty firemen who were fighting
the flames.

WANT MONUMENT:
OVER EVERY GRAVE

Regina, Sask., Feb, 23-—The Do-
minion command of the G, W, V, A
will be asked shortly to endorse a
scheme originated in Regina by Lieut.
Col. James McAra to have-a suilible
and uniform monument erected over
the- grave of every soldiér who served
overseas in the Great War and who
died after returning to Canada.

TO ENLARGE“SING SING.

Ossining, N.Y., Feb, 28.—Increasing
numbers of prlsonera condemned to
death make it necessary to bufld a
new death house in Sing Sing prison.

A fire-proof building with forty cells
jis projected.

'‘Bolshevik Have

4
——

Forces in White Sea
Taken by the Reds

TAKE SHIPPING
«IN THE HARBOR

Only Vessel to Escape
Was Riddied With
Machine Gun Fire.

e e

(Assoclated Press by Leased Wire.)

London, Fob. 23 —Bolshevik forces
have seized Murmansk and shipping
in the harbor there, following a revo-
lution which broke out at that port
Saturday afternoon, according to a
Lloyd's despatch from Vardo, Norway,

News of the capture was brought to
|Varlo by a Russian steamer from \dur
ymansk in charge of two British
four Bolgian officers. It was the
vetsel to escape seizure, but was rf
dled with machine gun fire and the
captain was wounded,

Murmansk is situated on the Mur-
man or Kola, peninsula, jutting east-
ward from Finland and north of the
White Sea. It is northwest of Arch-
fangel and across the White Sea from
the district which wus taken over by
the Bolcshevik last week. Last year
Murmansk was the base of operations
for Allied forces fighting the uolshe-
vik nlong. the western shore of the
White Sea,

< ONLY INTENDED T0

WOUND ERZBERGER

{Man Who Shot German Minis-
ter Said to Be Suffering
from Hallucination,

Former Base of Allied|o

Ererrrrrreidl

Berlin, Feb, 23—

dish money for private -gain
Ensign Von Hirschflield told the court
at his trial Saturday when
the motive which actuated his alleged
attempt at murder upon -the Minister
of Finance. The young officer admit-
ted that Dr. Karl Helfferich’s pamph-
let, “Away with Erzberger,” served as
one source of his information, while
other acts such as Herr Erzberger's
change of front on the question of
annexation heightened his antipathy.

He described the method of his
attack, repeatedly asserting that he
had intended only to wound Hrzberger |
0 as to confine him to his bed for
several weeks,

Alienists who examined Ensign Von
Hirschfield pronounced his act “the
deed of a fanatio suffering from hallu-
cinations.” He was sentenced to 18
months’ imprisonment.

FOR THREATENING
VISCOUNT FRENCH

Sinn Fein Member of Parlia-
ment Sentenced to Three
Years' Penal Servitude.

Dublin, Feb. 23.—Robert Barton,
Binn Fein member of parliament for
Past Whicklow, who was convicted
February 12 on & eharge that at Shil-
logh last year he made threats against
Viscount French, Lord Lientenant of
Ireland, and Frank Brooke, a member
of the Lord Lieutenant’s advisory
council, has been sentenced to three
years' penal seritude.

WEIBHTED WITH
ROCKS I AIVER

Sensation at Budapest Over
Murder of Jewish Editor
and Two Employees.

Budapest, Feb. 23.—The murdeér of
the Jewish editor Somozyl, of the
newspaper Nepszava, and two of his
employees, a sub-editor and & poet,
named Adelbert: Vasco, has created
a Sensation here, The bodies were
found in the Danube river, weighted
with rocks, No clue to the murderers
has yet been obtained.

Regret at the murders has been
'expréssed by the national assembly.
Socialistic organizations are disband-
ing, fearing that a similar fate will

only,’ P\ hether

death of her father in Syria,
years ago, the girl went to Egypt to
take care of her grandmother,
the latter also died,
to come to America and rejoin her
Her mother has been In
Canada a goood while and has married
a well-to-do business man,
er, Bolos Karam,

home folks.

be dealt out to their leaders by secret
terrorist socleties.

Seized Murmansk

-
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g Destitute Russians
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Cairo, Feb. 23—Two thou-
sand _five hundred -refugees
from Russia have arrived here
completely destitute. Aid has
been extended to them by mili-
tary authorities and the British
Red Cross.
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FIERCE FIGHTING

IN DON REGION

Anti-Bolshevik Forces Start an

Advance Against Enemy
Around Rostoff,

(igsociated Press by Leased Wire.)
London, Feb. 28.—A Bolshevik com-
munication received here by wireless

says:

“There is flerce fighting six miles
east of Leticheff and also near Ros-
where+ the enemy

toff (Don region),

has blarled an advance.”

SYRIN AL HELD

ATELLI3 ISLAND

Neglected to Provide Proper
Passport to Enable Her to

Reach Relatives.

(Assoclated Press by Leased Wire.)

New York, Feb. 23.—S5ince the
rival of the steamship La
on February % little Miss

she must
where she has no one that cares

asked pep,

Sino2 the war the United States im-
that
have
passport from the Government under
whose dominion
lived. The
vized by the United States consul in
Miss Karam
in some way neglected or failed to get
|her - pasport vized by

migration
every

regulitions
incoming alien

require
must

the
passport

immigrant
must also

the port of embarkation.

the

officials would

bers of her famlily at Ottawa.

Paris, Feb. 23.—The city
with a deficit of nearly
francs, I8 considering taxing’
and servants, It

STOP BULL FIGHT.

El Paso, Texas, Feb. 23.—Police

terrupted a bull fight in the corral of
a packing plant here yesterday.
teen Mexicans were
most of the spectators got away
Jumping a fence into Mexico.

arrested,

X-RAY AND MOVIES.

Paris, Feb. 23—A ecombination
ray and moving picture apparatus
announced by the Intransigeant,

he invention of Doctors Lormon and
the
organs of animals can be shown on

Comandon. The movements of

the screen by its use.

[ORCROR0)

Tourdine
Mishnee
Karam, & comély Syrian girl, has been|
waiting at Bllis Island to learn wheth-
er Canadian and American immigra-

[tion authorities ean agree to let her
I was convinced pass through the Unitél States to join
that Erzberger was working for Eng- ’her mother and brother in Canada, or
return to Egypt,

had

American
consul at Havre, otherwise she would
have been passed at Ellis Island and
the Cenadian
taken her to the only surviving mem-
At the
several

, when
the girl wanted

Her broth-
is also prosperous.
The case has been appealed to Wash-
ington.

PARIS TO TAX SERVANTS.

of Paris,
500,000,000
pianos
is desired to pay
off the deficit in three years.

Nine-
but

@
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MUST LOWE
UNITED STATES
MEAT PRIGES

> Wholesale Prices Have Declin-
ed, But Retailers Still De-
mand the Old Rates,
THE PRICE OF MEAT
FALLING FOR MONTHs

Wholesale Meat Prices at Chi=
cago Drop to Pre-War Levels
for Some Grades.

(Assoclated Press by Leased Wire.)

Chicago, Feb. 23.—Retail meat deal-
ers through the United States must
redueo their prices as the wholesale
price of meat decline or elss submit
their books to Federal agent# for in-
vestigation of their profits.

This definition of the government's
attitude was announced yesterday by
Attorney General Palmer. Instruc-
tions to serve the notice on all retail
meat dealers have been sent to every
United States Attorney, he said.

“For three months the price of meat
has been falling,” said Mr. Palmer.
“The retail dealers have claimed that
their supplies were all stoek pur-
chased at the higher prices. The old
stock should be exhausted by this
time, and unless the price to the con-
sumer comes down we will have to
look into the question of the dealers’
profits.”

Mr. Palmer's |pronouncemgent on
the meat price situation follows the
publication by the Imstitute of Amer-
ican Meat Packers of a bulletin an-
nouncing the practical cessation of
foreign trade as a result adverse
exchange situation. Wholesale meat
prices at the Chicago yards dropped
to pre-wair levels for some grades fol
lowing the publication,

BIG GATHERINGS OF
FARMERS IN B. C.

Three Agricultural Conferences
Being, Held at Vict
Simuitaneously,

(Special despatch to The Dally Gleane

Victoria, B. C., Feb. 23 i
will have the most important agric
tural conferences 1
have ever ass 1
in doubt until )
view of the health conditions,
meetings would be permitted, but def-
inite assurance has been given that
the gatherings will not be banned

Today there will commence three
gatherings simultaneously, t! Ur
Farmers of British Columbi
visory Council of Farmers’ In
and  the British Columbia \In(‘k
Breeders’ Association. On Friday the
Co-operative Societies’ meetings will
be held at the Empress Hg#ef, with
addresses by leaders in th& co-opera-
tive movement from Winnipeg and
Seattle.

On Saturday afternoon the British
Columbia locals of the United Graln
Gr will hold a conference. This
is the. only private conference of the
week.

The following societies and associa-
tions will be represented at the con-
ferences held between February 24
and February 28:

Fruit Growers
Stock Breeders,
305; Bee Keepe 250;
350; Seed Growers,
ters, 123; Farmers’ Institutes, 6,290;
United Farmers, 787; total, 10.304.
The United Farmers now claim a
membership of eighty locals with 3,
000 members.

] 100 members;
Poultry Men,
Dairymen,
Flock Mas-

DEATH AT MONTREAL

Montreal, Fc\h
lin Belknap, s
J. Murcur & C
Dr. L. H. Davidson,
diocese of Montreal,
nia at his residence
He was born forty vears ago -at

-Sewell Frank-
ary-treasurer of R,
v and nephew of
chancellor of the
died of pneumo-
Hera last night.

Knowlton, Que, and married Miss L.
N. Curtis, of ‘Knowlton, who st ves
him, with one son and two daughiers.

Russell Action Set Doz&i

For Trial in Oniario Court

David Russell Seeking to Recover Some Eight Million Doilars
Alleged to Be Due in a Deal With Sir Edmund Osler,
Hon, William Pugsley and Others,

(By Canadian Associated Press.)

Toronto, Feb., 23.—~The action brought

by David Russell, of Montreal,

against Sir Edmund Osler, Hon. William Pugsley and others to recover $8,
178,000 in connection with an alleged deal some years ago inveolving 500,000
acres of western land, wae set down Saturday for trial




