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By Richard G. Conover.

g ITLE deeds to the

% colony contingent of

Africa bulge from

the big gun muz-

zles of two hundred

E n g lish, German,

f rench, Russian

and Austrian war

ghips. “These mam-

moth armaments

stand ever ready to

ernmble or seize

any point of the

15,000 miles of

2 coast ' line  fringing

the dark and coveted land. No matter

how or when the present war may end

the victor will claim his pound of colony
flesh.

That the spoils of war will be of col-
ony calibre in the main one of the con-
testants Germany, has indicated plain-
. E ud forced an answer from the
Kaiser, just before she cast her lot with
France, as to what his territorial de-
mands would be in the event of triumph.
Africa was whmistakably revealed as
the field of German expansion.

YIE we keep out of this what do you
Promise with
the Briti
0 work havoe
the Fren
hnex anoih
81ce and

respect to France?’ asked
sovernment. ‘Do you seek |
with your navy along
coast? Do you purpese te
strip 10 the west of Al-
Loraine and miake everything
German cast of the Meuse and the
M

on the Continent we: would:
v -a single foot of land,” was
wly of the WKaiser's spokes-
colonies and possessions?

] another matter.”

Thus answered, England gave the Ger-
Wan  Ambassador his passports and
ined her associates of the Triple
}:‘"Uf?““. for, like the young man of
Seripture who. came seeking salvation,
8he has great possessions herself and is
Cncerned accordingly.

Colonial expansion thus smoked out
38 2 prime factor in the present war, &
(‘{"50 following bulletin from the Far
Bast mae it clear that none of the
Getached possessions of the nations in
tonflict were in danger of trausfer ex-
YDt those in Africa. 'The "bulletin
ca"“‘. from Japan and ites pupport in
tab]‘f“i was that whenever anSEnglish
84ITison ar an Hastern British posses-
S.lou was shifted to fight on the Ceon-
hl:ont such possession would be fully
é’u:;@l;“t”:):] \h;nﬁ{ of - the ‘Mikado.
hO\mcenm“tl”;, . l:s.(‘llnl(‘, t}.le o E

; : at Japan, in becoming the
:mhm"“‘“ of the Pacifie, would extend
S powers ond duties so as to embrace

allied. with those of Great

ety

<5 ¢

» Yl "‘_‘“"t‘"' ."
governmant olectri-

Kirg Al rieof Befthunt

fied the situation by informally declaring
that it was prepared to use a fleet and
ten thousand men to attack or defend
at any point necessary to preserve Pa-
cific’ possessorship -as it stands. This
Japdnese patrol would naturally extend
into 'the Indian Ocedan on a hurry call
and thus include British India in its
protective zone. So," by the process of

| elimination, Africa stands out as the

logical and ‘worth while sphere of attack.
The coast lines proper of the warring
nations may be'navy battered, of course,
aside | from the operations directed
against colonial territory. If Germany
be defeated, almost certainl> France will
demand: that her frontier map be Te-
drawn so as to restore to her the beloved
provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. There
may be some minor transfers of soil not
strietly - eolonial, but the toll for the
outpour of hlood and  treasure in this
biggest of all wars will probably be paid
in African land. |
The immense extent of seacoast to be |
watched makes it practically impossible
to prevent the landing of ftroops any- |
where on the dark continent.® Under the |

.cover of the great guns pointing shore- |

ward thousands of ‘men’ convoyed by |
battle ships may be disembarked and |
soon placed in effective battle array.
Prue, if only, the ports of trade could be
used “for Ianding, then they might be
guarded Dy, the yessels of the natlors |
concerned, and an entry gained only after
a naval battle. ;
It is likely, too, that operations will
be confined to the regular ports, because
the jungle nature of the country right
up to the boundaries of the coast towns
would make a march along an unbeaten
route practically impossible. Still,
troops might be landed a few miles out-
side the limits of a port, and with ex-
traordinary  effort « led successfully
against the city or town to be taken.
Just how. valuable an acquisition would
each of these colonies he to a nation
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great extent.. Ahere are .nosc.who de-

pendencies sp patirally invites invasion

15.000
MiLes

Or Corony CoasT
LINE. -

that the opportunity: v kawdly. be
yassed hy.. On. the other hand," it is
pointed put that, awhile minor eonflicts

" sble, nonme- of the nailons now in a
death grapple will plan a gampaign of
large magnitude against any African
point except along the adjacent northern
coast, wheré ashort steam across the

—

d4e ¥
Mediterranear will not take war vessels

3

from their distant celonial children.

covetous eyes on the far away possessions .of one another. - The area
prizes. holds a strong appeal, but the commercial value is of such superior importance and temptation to national

- brigandage that armies; it is said, are often maintained not to preserve peate or wage war, bt to pounce down on
The following figures show the *dollars and cents” importance of

the colonial prey at the psychological moment.
from their mere territorial desirability:<—

the pouey;ion! 6f_ the copnh‘iea now or likely to be at war, as apart
Imports Annually.

‘Great Britain’s colonies........... .$7,000,000,000

@ermany’s colonies .....:...

France's eolonies (Tunis, ‘Algeria
OUL) Viianeossesanconasenccannsens
Belgium’s colonies. .....ocoeescccecs
Italy’s CcoloniesS.....coens0ertsssccsn

1 Portugal’s colonies ......ccoeeeenee
Japan’s colonies ....cceseeresecene

time and the ¢ircumstances of the acqui-
sition. But in the miain it is the trade
and commercial value of these eolonies

_atherzthan sthe.onegwhich; nowspossesses-]

#2 Tn manv insiancoes nosepssion earries

ands. dependencies ‘that - enhancé the
nei

rogeession. - This is doeme] by mar:

noteworthy.

Wm&OWWWOWMWMOW~UWOPH (
{

~ RADE and treasure to the value:of: billions of dollar s annually: come to the 'mother countries now fighting,
For decades the statesmen and diplomatists of these cotintiies bave fixed

36,000,000
France's

151,000,000 out)
Belgium®s coloiiies

Italy’s colonies......... R
Portugal's colonies «..

Japan’s colonies .....ceeeecevcercee

23,000,000
9,800,000 !

19,900,000

81,750,000
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with it 'a sentiment dating back to the l especially true in the case of Germany, | problem agre: that there will be a re-

whose advance in foreign trade during partitioning of Africa as a consequence,
the last three decades Lias been especially
With Austria it is political,

Great Britain"§ ¢olonies. .....
Germany’s colonies
colonies

away from a zone where they can do the

h most_good, and likewise the most harm.
It is a voyage of 11,245 miles from
London to Cape Town, South: Africa,
and twenty-five days are consumed in
the transit unfler ordinarily favorable
condijtions for fast commercial vessels, 1f
war ships afe not in the vieinify of the
most distant African coast to'bombard
African ports and are sent there during
, the present war the fighting strength at

h*:ports Annuqllg/. : E - the nearer and more intense battling

*
of land embraced within these co_lpqial i
:
§

$6,000,000,000 i points will be appreciably weakened, and
+

: weakened: for a grave uncertainty. . The
%'750"?00 best part of a month may be needed to
get to an effective point, and the same
amount of time needed for a return voy-
age. Two months are thus consuied in
transit, with the amount of time neces-
sary successfully to operate against a
colony port a matter of great uncer-
tainty. In the meantime kow badly avill
the war ships sent to Africa be needed
closer home?

There is a large African zone that
would likely provs a -Ceath trap for in-
vaderd, without a shot being fired. The

(Tunis,' Algeria
.. 157,500,000
28,500,000
3,000,000
18,560,000
67,150,000

no matter which baniner leads to victory,
they are nct at all agreed that the col-
‘nnies and depandencies themselves will

ke e Al

clare that the open conddtionrof the de- |

or threatened bombardments may;be pos-

equatorial gection is the last place in the
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peet them to survive the nes ¢ and .the
fever laden air.The “resulax’s Europeans
at -these spots keep goiu. only: thratigh
liberal doses;of guinine and other drugs
that - ould Setotalize e ldrge vodg=of
soldiors,».g_q.iﬁﬁ‘s. or marines., 1t is net-

_rumvl,tbgcdi;cluae that-such po’nts, while

th'vy will be: surely :irg,,nvd for imuthe
partitioning: after the peace, will ot be
deemed weorth while bor_arding or-occa-
pying during-the war. And supposing
such places taken hy a natict at war
with the present Jratectorate, Fower,
what perceatagd. of catue will it be to
occeupy and holc until the end of the
cstruggle? No matter.who jg in posses
sion ot the time the t_ré-’.|t;. is made} the
dlicing will settle  future ov pership and
fhe nation  drawing’.the toxritory will
move in. . This is the vies.caf those who
helieve:all -of the naticns engaged atwar
will_elect . to confine Jhe battling to the
Continent of Europe and {eave the diyi-
,gion.ef the African tarf ontil it is seen
who is to eat it e

On the otber hand, tagse who believe
the: fight  will «be casvied into Africa
point out to support: thieir contention that
it would be folly for Great Britain goot
to-employ the 80,000 soid.ers she. has in
Soufh ‘Africa and ‘the 256,000, troops, in
jndia -in ‘making war upon her ad-
versaries. German Southwest Africa’s
frontier joins that of the English Union
of South. Africa. Sk Ty

And then the money-cost to the losers ?
There will be a sum haggled over, withe
out a doubt, that will stagger mankina
because of its immensity. But in thé,
way of land compensation the defeated
nations will be tapped in Africa. The
colonies will pay for the fatherlands’
.quarrel. Sl

What the war will bring forth in Africa
before it closgs man may predict but man
cannot, now reyeal. . Al eleventh hour
battle or expedition may change the fate
of the nations invelved as offen as it has
in the past. Napaleon abdicated, went
to Elba; returned, deposed the Bourbon
King, rallied his army about him, fought
Waterloo and-abdicated again, all in one
hundred days. .

Africa will-be the spoils, but what
battles will be lost and won before the
_spoils-are gathered no . politieal rooth-
sayer ean tell. England rang the Afriean
reveille by occupying German territory’
near the Gold Coast colony. When will

vatiie B e e e piition Tegin?
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