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appear that some imposition must have been practiced before starting, as the receipts
were produced for the full quantity necessary, and their sufliciency was attested by the
master, who afterwards made the complaint. We may perhaps, here explain, that a de
fect now and then may be expected to escape the preliminary inspection in this country;
but that for that very reason it is part of the system to rely also on the check supplied
by the officers at the port ofarrival. Having thus specially reported on three cases in
which defective provisions were mentioned, we may observe, that, with respect to the
great majority of the ships, it is common to lind the goodness and sufficiency of the pro-
visions especially noticed in the returns.

On an unfavorable remark made by Mr. Boyd, at St. Andrew’s, without specifying in-
stances, we have reported separately.

But while, for these reasons, we would submit, that there is no ground to assume that
the enforcement of the ordinary law was neglected, we may be allowed also briefly to
advert to the special measures which were adopted to meet the cxigencies of this
year.

The emigration estimate was at once increased by Her Majesty’s Government from
£10,364 to £23,813. TFive officers were appointed at new stations inIreland. Lieat.
Hodder, at Liverpool, whose energies were to be so severely taxed by the vast multitudes
who pour through that town, was reinforced by some very efficient assistants. The vote
taken for relief in Canada was increased from £ 1000 to £10,000, or to ten times its
previous amount. These measures took place before any extensive sickness had yet be-
come prevalent here, or been reported from the Colonies. And as soon as the sufferings
among the emigrants became known, the Government forthwith sent large supplies of
the disinfecting fluids recently invented, both to Canadaand New Brunswick, and dis-
tributed them among the subsequeut emigrant ships ; besides despatching Colonel Cal-
vert to Canada, at great expense, almost immediately after his experiments had been
made known in Parliament. There has not been time to hear the result.

No sooner did the emigrant ships begin to arrive in the St. Lawrence with sickness
amongst them, and Mr. Buchanan procured the appointment of a medical board, des-
patched large supplies of provisions to the quarantine station, and engaged a smali steam-
er to act as a tender to the health officer, for the purpose of landing the sick, collecting
provisions, and otherwise facilitating the service. Lord Elgin at once caused tents
sufficient for the reception of 10,000 men to be issued from the Ordnance, which mea-
sure was immediately approved by Earl Grey. His Lordship also conveyed to the
Governor General an intimation, which has since been repeated, that Her Majesty’s
Government would be prepared to apply to Parliament to contribute an equitable pro-
portion of the burthen thrown on the province in consequence of the distress and- the
calamities prevailing in this country. The same principle will, we understand, be also
applied to New Brunswick ; and we perceiveby Lord Grey’s despatch of the 4th of
October, that £20,000 is already placed at the disposal of the provincial authorities in
Canada. -

We have heard it imagined, that £50,000 had been destined to the relief of distress
in Canada, which was afterwards withdrawn. This is a pure mistake. There was a
project of offering loans to that extent to Canadian proprietors to assist in furnishing
employment ; but this would only have applied to healthy emigrants, and had nothing
whatever to do with the relief of sickness,

Az this Board we took an early opportunity of addressing a letter to all the emigration
officers in this country, warning them of the momentous nature of the season which
might be expected, and stating that we reckoned upon their exertions to meet the occa-
sion adequately. One of our number repaired to Liverpool to inspect the manner in
which the service was conducted at that great port, and to consult with Lieut. Hodder on
the best means of securing an efficient discharge of the duty throughout the harrassing



