1918
£ 9
) .
? 3
:
i
’
:
A
ICES
’ a8
AT r
2 At
' hos
-
’ :
tha | .
record ae
: ) .
- wa
atial food

terest in  the
Hr. Shep;
ed by the men

informati

nplen i -lw\f sun
ikely send

KATY onventior

december 14, the
sworth, Rivertor
A social evening
hool-house. * Mr
onton South, was
ning, and he gas

Page 13

1918

Anuary 9,

ORAIN OROWERS' PORITION

The serim of articien of whieh the

. Iw are prinied below has been
repared s slating the ponition of The
tirsina Growers is regard (o cortaln pr
Meme thal bave beon bafore Wester
tCanada for » number of years They
f® AR attempl 1o sum wp the

M devire of The Gnin Orowen

vement in regard 1o theee marh dis
e d  uestione

Introductory

The Uirsin Orowers weleome the
wrtunit f I and ful finr aem
with the ther interesin, of those =
~ e f artent evonom rofiditions
it - they have relstionships
yom ot T™he wition they have takes
ad conpintently maintained from 1)
arliest period f thais rEnnization

A one W b 1they ar
e ¢

he -:;" earching
oY vk pothiag whieh
w equitably theirs

stice in any

They insist, however. that conditions
s they have been the past, and »
hey veo argely remain today, diserim
aate unjustly to the disadvantage of the

man on the land They desire to stale

8 pinia terms the natute and bearing

f this injustice, and to suggest corta
measures of readjustment and reform
whieh they believe will make for fuller

miice to all concerned

1. Decadence of Rural Life

The frst

which they

phase of the situstion %
draw attention is the fact
f deeadence of ruml life and its signi
feance

The movement of rural popula

wn towards the citioe luring recent do

ades has been checked in no countr
cexeept Denmark. In Canada it continues
# strongly as ever. In 1901 the raral

opulation was 3349518 and the urban
opulation 2021799, Ia 1911 the ruml
opulation had reached 3 925 502 and the
S1.141-<the increase of the ram)
prulation n ten vyoars of

rhan 3
17.18 per
’
ent., and of the urban 6225 per cont
s Ontar in the five years 19111918,

a7 565

he rural poepulation decreased
od the wurban population
4543, 1In

ere has been &

increased
actual area under erog

corresponding change

n 1910 there were under erop in Car

sda, S5.288. 117 aeren  In 19016 the total

ad fallen to 23115507 acres—a redue
a of ver two million acres in #ix

ears, and it is to be noted further
that the deecrease was gradual from year
The decrease of :
the r"!l‘tl" ‘-rn‘ inces s N[C“"V:\”\ MArk
od. The acreage of 8312956 in 1908 was
17488117 in 1M

0 year ultivation in

nereased t 1. but the

sren under erop last October (1918 e

rding to the Census and Statisties
Wonth was only 16374380, In Mani
oba 5 per cent. of the farmers were
temante fw 199). In 191}, 0 per cont
were tenants Such figures indicate
what is really a failure of the agri
caltural industry In the face of in

creasing demands for the prodoets of
the land, agriculture has not been able
to eontinue the cultivation of flelds
which once were tilled For such
changes there must bhe some cause
e failure is not due to climate nor to
aek of fertility, nor to inadequacy of
agrieultural methods It is impossible
to avoid the conclusion that the cause

s purely economie The rewards of
abor expended on the land have been
going to others than the workers
Artificial eonditigns created without

onsidering the interests of the farm
ers, ereated with the deflnite purpose of
wdvantaging other classes, continue to
make farming comparatively unattrac
tive and unprofitable

The Grain Growers urge that the situ
tion heve presented is nothing 'ess than
+ national tragedy. It is an evil vitally
etriméntal to national well-being and an
rganic wrong urgently requiring to be
ighted. No nation can be truly pros
wrous while the fundamental industry
s handicapped by artificial conditions
10 elass in any nation can be perman
ently happy or satisfied while they fail
to receive reasonably adequate returns
for their labor

How shall the wrong be righted!
The farmers do not seek spevial favors
or the establishment of special condi
tions in order that they may prosper
Fbey would unanimously repudiate any
saggestion to levy tribute upon an}

TRE GRAIN

GROWFARS

GUIDE

Manitoba
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Tom Satien of The Sadie &

LR e - - .
e e shatieae S (R pags ihemid We et
ther sen for thelr advaniage \ allify its oot
they seeh s 1hat sxisting Pesirietions
and Imnositions be withdraws bat iavites
2.  Peotection Tundsmentally Vielous

protest

that the protective prisciple s H e

"rimarily the irmmin Orowers

been in operstion in Canada s cenen
tially inequitable, immoral and vicions
8 the following respects

LIt artificially sesiriets and ham
pers 1he exchange f prodects —ex
hange which I satural, legitimate and

{ mutual advantage to the parties in

torestad onch couniry by exchange
socuring the advantage of using com
moeditioe readily alse
where, in order that some favorsd

be protected and advan

prodered mote

ndusiry may
taged
It takes lnrge sums
MeumMers genera without any possi
bility of their knowing how much »
whose bhands It passes, or
it is expended. That
long be toler

of money from

taken, inle
for what purpose
kind of practice will ot
ated in the twentisth sontury once s
real nature is recognized

3 It leads bhusiness and manufacturing
interents (¢ vll‘a‘n\ upon arbilary on
setment and not wpon the wmatuml
economic conditions and necessitien for
progress and thus opens
s door § and economie In
trigue and corruption P. W Ellis, st
the convention of the Canadian Mane
facturers’ Associstion at Vaneouver,
September 21, 1910, said: ““There s
such an smieable condition axsting be
outseives and the department
it s of the greatest

their industria
! political

tween
aft (Htawa that
possit le advantage to every one of ma.’
And the principle underlying his stiate
ment is that which was expressed with

startling clearness by the author of the
National Poliey 32 years before when he
said to the manufscturers in Hamilton,
Ontario I eannot tell what protection

ya require. But let ench manufacturer
tell us what he wants and we will try
and give him. what he peeds.’’ The

system panders directly to clase selfish
sorruption of the Govern

ness and the
ment
4. Thus by the object lesson method

the moat effective of all modes of in
struction—it teaches the ordinary eiti
venn that if he ean only place himself
in a certain relationship to the powers
that be, he may get something wortl
while and this tends directly to the
warping of the individual and publi
conscience and to the debasement of -
dustfy and business and politieal life
to a ‘ecommmon and consclenceless game

of grab. The moral sense of Western
Canada revolts at the abominable
tendency

5.1t is & system so vicious in s
fundamental essence that through all
its history in this country and in other
countries it has invariably been found
lending itself ta frequent manipulation
by class interests for their advantage
at the expense of others. For example,
sinee 1870, we have had in Chnada »
system of ‘‘drawbacks’’ applied to raw
materials of manufacture That is to
say. the manufacturers secured free
trade where they found it would advan
tage them while the home market was
still ‘“coralled’’ for them by the protee
tive tariff At first the drawbatk
applied only to materials used in man
ufactures which were being exported,
but in 1907, while the duties on certain
lines of manufacture were reduced from
20 to 17} per cent. the system of draw
backs was quietly extended to certain
manufacturep for home consumption as
well. Orders in Counecil are issued when
ealled for adroitly varying or extending
this system, placing this or that article
used by manufacturers as raw materials
on the free list The same type of
manipulation is seen in the history of
the British preference, The original
standard of 1807 was varfed by special
exceptions to woolens as early as 19004,
and in the revision of 1907 further
changes were made which to a degree

A systom which at
only lends Haelf to sueh manipuintion,
t an the protective system
joss. 2 & sveieom 1o -1..""1' to be
trifled with _in maders demoeraey
Orain Growers are convisesd that N
s rotien sl the core and In avery ™
spert worthy to be abolished

MAOCDONALD CONVENTION

Mardonald distriet associntion met in
Carman o8 Tharsday, Decomber 27, the
srenident, C. L. Bamger in the ehalr

b tempersture ouiside was In the
region of the proverblal ‘“40 below '’
and hence the attendance was not lares,
but there was represeniation from
Holland on the wosl, Luiross on the
east and Pomeroy on the south

W. R Wood, seretary of the pro
vineial amociation addressed the moet
ing emphasizing the community value
of the Graln Growers' movement and
:nll.nnn{ soma of the phases of dis
triet work which are being successfully
handied in various parts of the -
vinee., Andrew Uraham, distriet diree
tor gave & brief address on the effective
power which the association is able to
oxert on legislation in Western Canada
al the present time, and the possibilitios
which this faet places before the move
ment for general well ming and pro
grema. W J lﬁ'w distriet viee prosi
dent spoke on various features of the
work of the associations emphasizia
that the assosiation should be
supporting and aggressive, and showi
that even with a comparatively —:ﬂ
membership wide an effoetive in
fluenee s being exercised.

Resolutions Passed

The following resolutions were passed
and required to be forwarded fo the
provincial association for aetion #t the
forth-coming convention

Whereas it in desirable that all
reasonable effort be made to elear our
land of noxious weeds and to i"‘l it
clear;

And whereas under present lagisls
tion it _is impossible to charge the
clearing of noxious weeds as taxes
against the land, this distriet associa
tion puts iteelf on record as requesting
such Afmending legisiation as shall make
it possible to char ARy expense
legally ineurred in clearing weeds s
as to make it collectable as ordinary
taxes

This distriet association memorializes
the provineial association to enaet that
the anngal dues of The Wesoatution .. A
be $2.00per annum, of which $1.00 shatl
be devoted to provineial sssociation
work, 15 cents to distriet work and A8
centa to the work of the loeal branch.

This distriet association urges that
setion be taken toward securing & re-
duced freight rate, or a revised elassi-
fieation for femeo posts and feneing
material in order to encomrage the pro-
duction of livestock.

This distriet association su X
constituent elements in a law for a real
rn’lll'\'lr'ihﬂ of labor for the mainten-
ance of food production the following:

First, & maximum wage of $3.00 a
day for threshing and harvesting, and
#50 a month, by the month, for summer
work.

Becond, the requirement from every
man that he perform a man’s share of
efdeient labor in this time of special
necesdity for production of food.

The ‘wlection of officers issued as
follows: President, C. L n.fl‘", Eim
Creek; vieepresident, W, J, Lovie, Hol-
land; seeretary treasurer, Thomas *ood;
Elm Creek; distriet director, Andrew
Grabam, Pomeroy.

PORTAGE DISTRIOT CONVENTION

Portage distriet beld its annual eon-
vention in Portage la Prairie on Dee-
ember 7. The forenoon was oceupied
by a discussion on hog production, led
by Mr. Bell, the local agricultural agent,
and a discussion on the farm labor prob-
lem. After lunch Mrs. Jumes Barrett
of Bagot gave a very interesting paper
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lowed by & dlscussion, in whiesh A, J.
Fosle of Bprisghumt asd
took part

Johs Kenaody, of the
(Irowers addresssd the
voruting & larger mem
erplained the relationship
smocistion and the United
e Limited, and
of strengtheni
urged that the

~
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the o
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Counell of Agriculture should be put lade
effect. Wo can get anything from owr
proviecial legislature so loag a0 N b

within resscn, but it le st Otiaws
we gt turaed down, He nise
how the Grin Growers' Amocistion
had & great influance In

vole for women and tion of
liquer traffie
qn" Diek then addresssd the

vention, showing how the widews
being helped all over the provines,
giving » clear iden of how much
it would be if we had free
and frea medieal eare

To Increass Livestock

Presidest Reysolds of the
then spoke on ine
livestock. He stated thet
113,000,000 less livestoek in
before the war und sshed
to produce bogs to amsist In
win the war, After »
sion the following Al
by Jas. MeKensle, seconded
Heanett: ‘'Resolved that th
vention, mlilt.’ something of
fousness of the food situstion in
to Oreat Britain and ber Allles,
that we pledge ourselves to
most to present the siteation
whole people in order to
dinte action in incrensed N
duction. '’

M. Taylor thea
being done by the Croms,
for sw rom the distriet,

The following resclution was
by J. MeKensie, seconded by J.
nett, and ‘' resclved that we, the
age Distriet Oraln Growens'

;
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tion, endorse the action of the Women's

Civie League of Winnipeg In
our provineial government to raies

k

money necessary for the malatemnse
of our institutions, and for all ebaril

able and relief purposes by

preferably s gradusted incomes Max,
with all wards of administration 2

sponsible to the government.’’ On
tion of F. Metealfe, seconded by

4

Miller, it iremalved that, in the
or was

inion of this convention, sl
In‘ld be conscripted and s price set
not to exeesd » falr wage '’

It was moved by P. Oameron, seconded

by B. Rjrhardson and earried, **

the C.N. Rallway to
inleredts of ...

the people hmve pald
lie treasury the o

whor?‘u- government has takes over
B

in the

ost of
privately owned rosds, and wherems,

the people are
the cost of pri

therefore be it resolved that in =

opinion of this distriet

there lho.lddo‘ly be !@
sassenger and express rates
:-cy for the upk the and

of
running.”’ W, 3.1000, socretary of

the provineinl association, who srrived
Inte in the aftern

President, C.
vice-president, J. Bennett, Pine
Station; secretary-treasurer, Bea Rich-
ardson, Beaver,

Bec. Tress
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