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Union. The Unionists were most to my 
mind: but 1 had my own congregation to 
think about.

At first 1 thought it might be a duty to 
remain out of "the'Union if by doing so I 
could help preserve a united congregation out 
of the Union if not within: thinking, too, 
that it might make the working relation be

. ",u minority It clearly states the differences between theingness to agree to differ with t J > Confession of Faith and the Basis of Union
and each go their own way w. h tar®. ^ jre a dcpArturc from Presbyterian doe- 
of the common property , to ea a tnne, and which invalidates the Church s
the work of the K‘nBd°m ./Mention that claim To'Qtfy1>er property into the Union, 
ycarago it vvas brought XQTtlJ an own Most of thc differences quoted are from the
many of thc opponents of Union dJs that sections of the Confession dealing with the 
i°"ugM ,.ondedar,Ce my'po^on and let them decrees of GodI and pre-desttnatton, One o,

1 had felt this before two of the sections may be quoted in full-
l^weie plmu^d and otheinii'tie fiom'the Unionis, stde. It then dawned up- By the decree of God fo, the manifesta-
nnsi,ion ,nd that later on I might quietly on me that my silence was mterpreted as wait- non of His Glory, some men and Angels are 
H mo thenew church if it seemed best. mg to see what the congregation would do pre-desttnated unto everlasting life and other,
7 u’o 7 types in New Presbyterian Church— and that I would take the advantageous fore ordained unto everlasting death ”

"Theological Extremes" course and follow it. This pressure helped These angels and men thus pre-destinated
1 soon began to see difficulties in the way me to crystalize my thinking and 1 then re- and fore ordained arc particularly and un- 

of such i course When 1 took stock of the solved whatever the congregation might do, changeably designed and their number is so 
ministers who would most likely be in thc 1 should enter Union. 1 took the opportu- certain and definite that.it cannot be either in- 
new Presbyte.ian Church. 1 discovered there nity to tell one or two on both sides what I creased or diminished.”
were two elements that would not make a purposed doing, and then, as some will re- 1 quote further from this Bill of Claim:
happy blend, nor work together to produce member, 1 announced from the pulpit reasons While all men are sinners, yet Christ died
an effective church, according to my way of why 1 would not then declare myself, but only for those who shall be saved, i.e., the
thinking The theological extremes of our that before a vote was taken I should do-so. elect. T hose not appointed unto life God
church are out against*-Union. There are The resolve 1 then made continued to be passes by.”
those who think Union is of the Devil, as I confirmed and strengthened by events, espe- What is that but putting among the essen- 
heard one man say, and that it is a sign of dally by what happened at the Private Bills tials of the Confession, what of recent years
the last days and of an ungodly liberalism in Committee as reported by the press. There we had been relegating to the unessentials or
theology. There are fine souls in this group, the official spokesmen of the Presbyterian As- the part we would like to forget, and taking 
hut they tend to forget that we have in our sociation declared the grounds on which the away the relief we enjoyed? It is a promise 
church a living Spirit of truth who has yet opponents of Union lay claim to being the that the future Presbyterian Church gives no 
some light to throw on life and upon the true Presbyterian Church, and not thc Union- relief—unless this has all been said to gain a 
Word Then there are the radicals, so far as ists. T hese grounds are thc departure of the legal victory, and then to be disregarded, 
we have them in our church; those whom our basis of Union from thc doctrine of the Con- which would be worse still, 
fundamentalist friends would call modernists, fession of Faith and their own adherence to A Motion. Amendment—and Implications.
T hey arc opposed to Union because, for one it I he claim was made that the Confession At the last meeting of the General Assem- 
reason the new creed is too definite, and one of Faith literally interpreted is the Church’s bly, the following resolution was submitted 
will be expected to mean what he says when subordinate standard. by the Union Committee: “This Church has

the right and power, subject to no civil au­
thority, to legislate and adjudicate finally in 
all matters of doctrine, worship, government 

A word of explanation is necessary here, and discipline in the Church: to frame, adopt 
For the past half century there have been con- and modify its subordinate standards of faith 
sciences that have been restless, both elders' and the right to unite with any other Chris- 
and ministers under an acceptance of all parts tian Church without loss of its identity, on 
°f the Confession indiscriminately, and nota- terms which it finds to be consistent with its 

olic faith, as the banner around which the bly that part of it that has to do with fore- own principles, doctrines and religious stand-
champions of truth and freedom rallied, so ordination. The present method of sub- ards.”

to interpret scription, were one not allowed some free- An amendment was presented by Principal
dom. puts a hardship upon one, e.y.. there Fraser to thank the Parliamentary Commit-
are a good many pre -millenialists in our tee, and withdrawing Bill until civil courts
church and that among the most conservative 
of our people.

the present Presbyterian one. without harsh privilege of departing from the doctrine of 
conflicts and a persistent mistrust, that will the Confession, which is a post-millcnia
not lead to happiness or strength? T hey are document. But at present they may do so, opponents of Union voted against it." Two
going to he a combination that do not at with a good conscience, for thc reason I am or three opponents could not face up to such
trait one. going to state shortly. One of the most a drastic step and declined to vote,

let I was not in a hurry to decide. 1 was spiritual of the graduates of

he professes to be in substantial agreement 
with it. To quote the words of the Presi­
dent of the Presbyterian Association: "'They 
feel that the doctrinal burden of the proposed 
basis will be heavier than that of the West­
minster Confession. T hey are quite content 
to give assent to the ancient creeds or the re­
formed confessions as symbols of the Cath

long as they are allowed liberty 
them in their historic setting.

Mow arc the followers of Dr Torrcy and 
those liberals going to work and live and 
think together in a church much smaller than

Liberty of Conscience” 
and Denied?

AlloWed-

t'l . , . , bac^ passed on its constitutionality. This
hc> have been using the amendment made no reference to the rights

claimed in the motion, and when the first 
resolution of the motion was voted upon thc

looking for light, and thought that circum­
stances would show the way. 1 was disap­
pointed when the minority, instead of accept­
ing defeat when the church by her constitu - —
tional procedure had finally decided on Union ordination from any other Church 

instead of accepting the division of the 
property as the proposed Bill of Union pro 
wdvd so that each party could arrange to go 

rather, resorted to legal pro

my own college Such a vote implies the utter impossibility 
in the early nineties refused ordination be- of a Union in this world or for all time so 
cause he could not accept the Confession s long as one individual is opposed. Is it an\ 
statement in reference to fore-ordination. His use waiting for another vote when no vote 
’vvaltv to his own Church made him decline would have power to make any difference.a,a:.. c---  > ■ - -

their own wav 
Hillings to stop action

lived out his 
Hvangelist.
mained unordained to the end

Hon to trv and
ir reference to the name and status of the 
non concurring congregations and the divi­
sions of the property. The minority took 
the ground that discussion was useless un 
’ess counsel tor Presbyterian Church would 
o'iuede their principle that the Presbyterian 
• huiih would rot enter the Union as a 
( hureh 1 hev gave no help in drafting the 
h i only finding fault with the result 
has 
V h

IS active minUteri-il I f nd ht Rfad nc8atively the vote of the minority
with T Glorious' r-- \ 1 dn VV°,u d read: The church has not thc right

• g tous record and re- and power, etc. . . .” The result is that the
Somewhere about the beeinning th" . S‘ rcsb>-terian Church must continue for all 
turv the General Assembly haxunv th 'S ^ cvcry scntencc of the Confession
ter in view expressed its min f u as ber statcrnent of creed—the Spirit
•«.- -.nd left ^rmi'Lrtnd =,* °' T'",h "”“»ndi,uv.'m ^^i^'ZTlîsbvimsn'As^n: Mt'TiS^l"»,?™ nd" eWersT °'- TTb. n°,hwi,hsUndin8' Th“ “ «° «?

rvach a satisfactory agreement understanding that on doctrine not -nir 1 | £d ho,stin8 the signal: ”We have all the
the Confession. libert'y oTconscicnceTallow" cecding”6 ■ne'!er chanBe' a dangerous pro- 

and m'"" — - > < < ■ - . »

/ Presbyterian Minority Mienated 
Sympathy.

M\ sympathy was incrcasingU alienated 
l x attitude taken, not so much because 

ng tor sentimental or other 
entu Union ax tor their un willaeaxt-ns to

vU. UU1 nianv ministers and elders who are in Spirit"0 ^b SUggCStS 3 gricV‘ng °f tht

domine  ̂-of1^'tV'confe^ionb0 of UndamCïtal rxJh'S involvcs that the Presbyterian 
places because this relief has been ennt '/hm Churches of the future, if they arc true to 

But those who are opnosine Vni'xn V, their own declaration, must recall the relic! 
all this, as they claim the church has rc'cr,sc thc chur/;h in the past has given. Surely tho 
to alter her Standards. If not iia - / n^bt means that the good and worthy pre-millcn

This the right to grant the relief I hi, / 1as not iahs.s among them must cease to preach th.
i mention- doctrine in which they believe or be untrue

to their ordination vows. The Confession 
one of Faith rightly or wrongly—is post-mil 
lot lenial.

T here are some earnest Presbyterians who 
disagree with thc baptismal doctrine of the 
Confession. Indeed I know one who has 
done great service in the campaign against 
L mon in this congregation, who was herself 
xiptised last winter by immersion by a Bap 

aeonst ih- t’ tisl. ™'?'stcr °* this city, because she was not 
t ommutee a document which I b/-, nion sat|sfied with the doctrine and practice of her

Kh-1 luu rud own church and the Confession. My own

__ .v. ^.uttt mi unci i nave mention-bvvn the most regrettable "feature of* tin- ^ and to be true to their own declaration. 
Y movement and 1 feel showed thev the future Presbyterian Church will be one 

, r.n wixvlv led and in mv opinion sad- adhering to the Confession in us every jot
o mpromised the future Vrcsbvterian and mile, without any relief for the con-v.-.b science trom any section.

Essentials and Un.essentials 
Confession.

of the

Parallel to this statement 
vate Bills Committee, the 
statement of claims issued

before 
v is the

the Pri- 
pn n ted


