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of many interesting lectures and letters, by men who
really know what they are talking about. But any
common farmer, su(‘h as myself, can verify the truth
of the matter, as laid down by our leading professors
of agriculture, hy following their methods. To my
mind, the most important feature of this plan, and
the first step towards its success, 1s the harrowing
down to a fairly fine surface, vour fallows immediate
lv after, or within a few hours after, the day’s
plowing has been done Briefly, follow up
the plow, and do not leave your furrows to bake into
brickbats, which no manner of amount of cultivation
will bring it into the same shape as it would have
been had you used the drag when the land was fresh
from the mouldboard

[ might say my land is a medium clay loam. I
treat my seed with formaldehyde by dipping in the
wlution for several minutes [ sow at the rate of
from three to five bushels per acre, using Abundance
which is a very large, plump variety of oats, and con
xw{ll"ml\' has to be sown more thickly to get the
same equivalent of a seeding of ordinary oats, besides
a non-stooling variety
Now, Mr. Editor, I think
croach on vour space I do not wish to be set up as
an authority on farming; in fact, I am far from it
and have lots to learn vet Before closing, 1 do not
think 1t will be out of the points 1in question to refer
back to the great seed breeders of Winmipeg, Messrs

this 1

I am beginning to ¢

Garton [ might say that my successes so far, a:
far as the seed question 1s concerned, 1s due to them
[ have had considerable experience with their seeds
both oats and barley on a small scale, and 1n all cases
trials and otherwise, I have had great success, and
[ have no hesitation 1n sayving that anvone procuring
seeds from Garton’s house will get good results and
the best of satisfaction
Sask ONE OF THE WINNER
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ADVISES SPECIAL SEED PLOT

The first and most important thing in connection
with growing a crop of any kind, I consider is good
pure seed. I purchased a quantity of the best
Mensury barley [ could get, and treated 1t with
formaldehvyde, sixteen ounces to forty gallons of
water. I covered the seed with this solution for from
three to five minutes, then putit in a heap orin a light
wagon box and cover with horse blankets. 1 dip my
bags in the same solution for about five minutes and
sow the next day I think it 1s better to sow just a
soon as the grain will work well in the drll, as it i
already swelled and will germinate quicker, than if
it 1s allowed to get dry again [ sow ten pecks per
acre after it 1s treated and harrow after the drill
My land a black sandy loam with clay subsoil and
was fallowed 1n 1907. We can grow good barley
after wheat or oats by plowing in the spring and keep
ing the harrows close up to the plow and then follow
close with the drill before the land has time to d:
out, but there 1 method and

that 1s the volunteer grain 5t

one objection to this
the crop

growing among I
[ would

ind spoiling 1t for seed the next vear
advise every farmer to sow a plot y 1 i
whether wheat, oats or barley, on clean well prepared
fallow, or root land, or after grass sod, and let it
thoroughly before harvesting, then take
particular care with the threshing and store 1t where

1t cannot get mixed with other varieties or other

expressly for seed

mature

kinds of grain
Sask F. 1. Dass
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was stook threshed [ am not sure of this, but am
making enquiries, but I do know this, that one lot of
barley that was stacked, and that I saw threshed
threshed as easily as mine, and was not injured

The soil 1s a medium dark loam, with light colored,
almost white, clay subsoil with some very fine sand
1n 1t

The seed was carefully fanned, and treated with
formaldehyde. It was sown at the rate of two
bushels to the acre

I purchased this farm in August, 1906, and was
told that I could break in the same fall and crop the
following vear. In all I broke nearly 300 acres. The
land that was planted to barley last year was broken
in November It was broken a full three inches deep
but the land was dry, and a good deal of the sod was
kinked. I had not time to get it disced that fall. It
was twice double-disced the following spring, har-
rowed and planted to flax. The soil was in poor con-
dition; moisture had been lost, and the flax was not
sown till the 10th of June through delay caused by
the first seed purchased betng unfit to plant. I lost
the crop through frost. There was a good stand due
to the plentiful rains but 1t made good hay for horses

I'his land was ploughed again in the fall of 1907, and
disced once after the ploughing was completed. It was
dry when disced and merely cut into pieces without
pulverizing. It should have been disced and-har
rowed day by day, as it was ploughed, to conserve the
moisture

The following spring the land was harrowed and a

COOK, MAYMONT DISTRICT, SASKATCHEWAN.

Mr. Cook won tirst prize in the Field Grain Competition in the district, 1908

BELIEVES IN USEFULNESS OF THE HARROW

ing that the Abundance was a good milling
oat, I ordered one hundred bushels last spring at
eighty-five cents per bushel which I considered good
the quality of grain received I sowed

nt on thirty acre which

buying tor

entioned amou

en al five inches deep, turning it over as
flat as pe breaking was done the latter part of
June and the fore part of July

In regard to discing, we disc twice with a weighted

d ur horse First time we disc with the
Jowing, and the second time on an angle, not g ng
o much throw so as not to turn the sods The disc

ng was all done 1n the fall and left until spring, then

ve harrowed well with drag harrows before seeding

wnd after [ think the harrow 1s one of the most
mportant implements a farmer can use; it makes the
.-f-l'{wl_: 1 great weed destroyer if used in the pre
er time, ai l“ﬂh}u\;‘ to pac k the land

[n regard to the o1l these oats grew on, 1t 1S a
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thick (HHH;(}I The land was

leveller put over 1t, which helped to break it down
omewhat, but 1t was dry, worked badly and there
was little moisture. The barley was sown with a
drill towards the end of April. The stand was light,
as there was little stooking, owing to deficiency of
moisture, except in one spot. In this place there had
been a haystack at some time previous for there was
a good deal of decayed vegetation. There was a
heavy stand of flax and plenty of moisture when the
barley was planted, resulting in a heavy stand of dark
green straw which lodged badly. The rest of the
straw of the barley crop mever had a good color,
stooled little, and was light. The yield also was light
for this part, only 20 bushels to the acre. But the
straw stood well, so that the binder made good work,
and the grain did not come in contact with the ground,
and get discolored.

[ would emphasize these points as of most 1m-
portance in barley growing First, and again first,
the purchase of good sound and plump seed. Next,
a medium, not heavy, soil, and 1ts cultivation in such
a way as to conserve an amount of moisture that will
not produce too rank a growth of straw, but, in this,
have one's calculations upset, by a rainy
easor Attention to keeping the stooks standing,
so that the barley does not become discolored by con
tact with the ground, and I think that stacking 1s also

advisable

Alberta A. D. SHOR}
%k
[he first step necessary to secure a profita Crop
f oats is to get the ground in proper condition for
eeding It should be plowed when thert ifficient
ture 1n the soil so that it I mble well
ne farmers advocate fall plowing, other Pring ;

I believe that the time f the ¢ f nlow
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