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merit. Without doubt. Mr. Arkvll is an earnest, 
indefatigable wprkcr, and a splendid preacher. Our 
bunda\ school had no Christmas tree or entertain
ment this winter, hut intend to have a sleigh-ride 
instead.

ALGOMA

GEORGE THORNELOE, P.D , BISHOP, SAVLT sTl MAS IK.

Huntsville.—The Ven. Archdeacon Llvvyd heartily 
thanks branch of W.A. (name and place unknown), 
who sent him a bale of clothing, freight free, at tin- 
end of December last.

Iritis!) anb jfumgn.
The Rev. P. M. Smythe, M.A., Vicar of West- 

bury, Wilts', has been appointed rector of Kettering.

Dr. Rendait, of Liverpool, has been appointed 
head master of Charterhouse school, in succession 
to Dr. Haight-Brovvne.

The Bishop of London wore his new mitre, as 
well as cope, on the occasion of the Christmas 
ordination at St. Paul s cathedral.

Mr. Charles Williams, a noted war correspondent, 
and also a devoted Churchman, is believed to have 
been the donor of the Bishop of London’s new
mitre.

The oldest baronet in England (Sir Henry Paul 
Searle) died recently at Dartmouth, aged 92. He 
had been Mayor of Dartmouth no fewer than six
teen times.

The most noteworthy event of the recent Advent 
ordination held in England is that the new Bishop 
of \\ akefiejd held his at 8 o’clock in the morning. 
The usual hour tor such functions is 10 o'clock.

Mr. Perrin, who has recently been appointed 
organist of Canterbury cathedral, is at present hold
ing a similar position at St. Michael’s, Coventry. 
He will commence his new duties on the Epiphany.

An “Oxford Evangelical Settlement’’ has been*'**' 
established in the Parish of Bermondsey. Its first 
task has been to open up a medical mission for poor 
people who cannot afford to call in the services of 
a doctor.

The Bishop of Salisbury has collated the Right 
Rev. L. G. Mylne, D.D., until lately Bishop of 
Bombay, to the vicarage of St. Mary’s, Marlborough, 
Wilts, and has also appointed the Bishop Rural 
Dean of Marlborough.

Bishop Burden, who resigned the See of Victoria, 
Hong-Kong, a few months ago, is returning shortly 
to China as an ordinary missionary. He is 70 
years of age, and has been in the mission field for 44 
years, during 23 of which he has held the Episcopal 
office. He proposes to settle at Pak-hoi.

Mr. Alfred Bevan has made up the collection at 
the recent Masonic commemoration service, held at 
St. Paul s cathedral, for the Freemasons’ section of 
Sir William Richmond s (R.A.) decorations to the 
sum of £1,100, so as to cover all expenses and leave 
£1,000 or more clear for the mosaics. The sub
scription list still remains open.

On the 50th anniversary of the restoration of the 
parish church, Kidderminster, when the late Bishop 
of St. Alban s (Dr. Piers Claughton) was vicar, a 
beautiful series of clerestry windows in his memory 
were dedicated therein by the Bishop of Worcester, 
together with a memorial brass. A special sermon 
was preached by the Bishop of Lichfield.

This year will be an especially interesting one 
to the friends of the C.M.S., owing to the fact that 
during the next twelve months that society will be 
celebrating three important epochs in its history.
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Some‘ V VI v iriteresti ng disc o\ c ries have been made

m Carnarvonshire, in the parish of (. lynnog, where 
there is a very line old abbey church. 1 he dis 
cbveries were made whilst some workmen were 
making a road in the parish with the view of laving 
down a sewer. 1 hey came across a large ipiantity 
of human and other bones. Further excav ations dis
closed a trench some -’5 yards long and 7 yards wide, 
where hundreds of men and horses appear to have 
been buried. The remains were first lound about 
eight and a half feet below the surlace. and here 
and there roughly hewn stones were found, but 
they had no inscription. The coast of h arnarvon- 
sliire is full of historical interest and traditions, and 
it is significant in connection with these discoveries 
that there are such place names as the following in 
the parish of Clynnog: Brynybeddau. that is, the 
lull of the graves; Brynycyrph, that is. the hill of the 
corpses.

(forrrsponbnitt.
All Letters containing personal allusions will appear over 

the signature of the writer. We do not hold ourselves 
responsible for the opinions of our eorrespoiulents.

The opinions expressed in signed articles, or in articles 
marked Communicated, or from a Correspondent, are 
not necessarily those of the Canadian Cm kvh.man. 
The appearance of such articles only implies that the 
Editor thinks them of sutlii lent interest to justify their 
publication.

‘ CHRISTMASTIDE THEN AND NOW.’’

Sir,—In the genial and interesting reminiscences 
of Mr. George Ward in your Christmas Number, 
occurs a quaint description of the old Yorkshire 
custom of carol-singing. In these days of the re
vival and purification of an ancient form of re
joicing, Mr. Ward's remarks may surely be some- 

t what modified. He says “This particular custom 
has become so much of a nuisance now that its 
breach is more honoured than its observance." He 
is doubtless thinking of some bad examples of the 
degradation of carol-singing. He seems to be 
unaware that these ancient religious folk-songs have 
been rescued from degradation and oblivion, and 
seem likely to continue to express the rejoicing 
that is universally felt at the Christmas season. Two 
admirable collections of carols have beeiVffnade ; 
one by Rev. H. R. Bramley and Str John Stainer, 
the other by the Rev. R. R. Chope; and the pos
sessor of either selection will find it a storehouse of 
popular religious song. So far from dying out, 
these carols have now found their way- into Divine 
service, and may be heard not only in the churches, 
but in the cathedrals of the Motherland. I myself 
have heard in St. Paul s cathedral on Chnstmas- 
eve, sung at evensong by “the finest church choir 
in Europe," as Gounod called it, the old traditional 
carol, The Lord at first ha-d Adam made.’’

May I try and elucidate a point in Mr. Ward's 
interesting account? He says, in Yorkshire these 
carols were called “Nominies." The origiff of this 
name is not far to seek. Every religious announce
ment was formally made with the words, "In 
Nomine Domini (in the Name of the Lord), just 
as we now begin our sermons. It is easy to see 
how the word “Nomine’’ would pass from this into 
a title. But the use of the word is new to me, and 
probably quite local.

If Mr. Ward would like to see the words of the 
two “Nominies" he mentions, he may find them 
both in Bramley and Stainer’s collection. ‘‘The 
Seven Joys of Mary" is No. XII., and “The Was
sail Song, is No. XXXVII. Perhaps neither of

1 n m ,11 v very good examples of the. religious sen
timent m eatols, 'but they are interesting from the 
-.impie ami popular form of their composition. They 
I lave no more poetry than a nursery rhyme. The 
foi mer is a sort of homely “Life of Our Lord."

1 lie first verse runs as follows:
rite first good joy that Mary had,

It was the joy of one;
To see the Blessed Jesus Christ,

W hen He was first her Son.
W hen He was first her Son, Good Lord;

And happy may we be;
Praise f ather. Son, and Holy Ghost, 

l’o all eternity,
" The Wassail Song” is not by any means of so 

religious a character, though its composition is 
almost as elementary. To ‘Wassail’ is old Eng
lish for to "wish-health," and the singers of this 
song are supposed to bring round a "wassail-cup" 
to drink the health of the good neighbours. The 
first verse is sufficient to give a taste of its quaint 
wording. This song is native of Yorkshire, Mr. 
Wards own country:

Here we come a-vvassailing 
Among the leaves so green,

Here we come a wandering 
St) fair to be seen.

Chorus.- I.ovc and joy come to you.
And to you your wassail, too,

And God bless you and send you 
A .happy New Year.

But of course neither of these carols are suited 
for church-singing; neither arc they fair examples 
of the edd religious carols. They are only two 
of the quaintest of old folk-songs.

FRANK V. BAKER.

3FamiIn limbing.
THE LONELY GRAVE.

It was "God’s Acre:" homeward bound,
And wearied with the town,

1 foutu} a quiet resting-place.
And there 1 sat me down;

And idly 111 my mmd 1 traced
Each grave with grass o ergrown.

Or mux d on the inscription plac’d 
Onxniany a mossy stone:

When a young girl with light step pass'd 
Beneath the grey church towers,

And on a rugged mound of earth 
Plac d a small wreath of flowers.

1 rose and met the thoughtful maid,
W I10 sought to "scape my eye:

"Why have you left your flowers?" I said:
1 hey 11 only droop and die."

She courtsied, and her glances fell 
W here the green grasses wave,

1"hen faltering, said, "I cannot tell—
It was a lonely grave.”

CHILDLIKE FAITII.

In the midst of the crash and din of the 
world’s battle to-day, the striving for wealth, 
power and position, amongst those&on the sur
face; and the fight for existence, the struggle 
to even keep body and soul together among 
the seething mass of humanity composing the 
so-called under-strata of society; surrounded 
as we are by dry argumentative rationalism 
and opposition of science, falsely so-called, it 
is a thought that makes us pause in the on
ward rush, that except we be converted and 
become as little children, we shall in no wise 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven! Become as 
little children! In their loveliness, their 
beauty, their freshness, their truthfulness, their 
innocence, their childishness, their simplicity, 
and their trusting, immovable faith. Oh ! 
these treasures we have around us, fresh from 
the hand of the Almighty God, uncontamin-


