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Pocirp.
Sabbath Morning.
BY REV, J. W. CUNNINGHAM,

Deer is the hallow’d morn to we,
When village bells awake the day,

And by their’ sacred minstrelsy
Call me from earthly cares away.

And dear to me the winged hour
Spent in thy ballow’d courts, O Lord!
To feel devotion’s scothing go'er,
And catch thefmanna of thy word,

And dear to me the loud Amen,
Which echoes through the blest abode,
Which swells and sinks, and swells again,
Dies on the walls, but lives to God,

i+ And dear the rustic harmony,
Sung with the pomp of village art ;
The boly, heavenly melody,
The music of a thankful heart.

In secret I have often prayed,

And still the anxious tear would fall,
But on thy sacred altar laid,

The fire descends and dries them all.

Oft when the world, with iron hands,
Has boand me with a six days chain,
This bursts them, like a strong man’s bands,
And lets my spirit loose again.

Then dear to me the Sabbath morn,
The village bells; the shepherd’s voice,
These oft bave found my heast fotlorn,
And always bid that heart rejoice.

Go, man of pleasure, strike thy lyre |
Of broken Sabbaths sing thy charms;
Ours be the prophet’s car of fire,
That bears us to a Father’s arms.

Religions liscellanp.
The Knickerbocker on Metho-
dism. ‘

AN IGNORED HISTORICAL CHARACTER.

A New England boek says, in a tone
which if it smacks somewhat of sectarian
p-rmlity.hu also somewhat of generous
indignation. ¢ That here is a man who or-
dained and sent forth more clergymen than
any other prelates in the history of the
modern Church, and it is not improbable
more than any one in any other age of
Christianity ; whose diocese was coextensive
with the Republic; who travelled more in
his ministerial labors than either Wesley or

ages of the latter ; who was the first Pro-

pation, if we except one or two (ransient
visits of forgotten Moravian brethren; who
with his laborious preachers laid the moral
foundations of most of our Western States,
and who was really the American founder
e stem of religious faith which may
i o 0 T T Gsiominant
from the Arcostook to Califqrnia; in fine,
the most important ecclesiastical personage
in the American annals ; and yet his name
has never been meationed, if indeed it has
been known, by a single writer of Amenri-
can history.”*

This man was Francis Asbury—a name
known and revered by millions of the
American people, but quite as little recog-
pized beyond the limits of Methodism as
our authority affirms. We bave been mach

the pen of Rev. Dr. Strickland, of this city,
and are in a mood to say something for the
ignored veteran. It is imevitable that he
must, sooner. or later, be recognised among
our national men of the revolutionary
epoch ; for what is history without a regard
to the religious Ad%::go u,ﬁlb:mm of a

le ? Francis Asbury wi recognized
E?tp not as his followers claim, *the chief
ecclesiastical personage ” of our history—
yet as one among the chief, and a man not
only extraordinary in American annals, but
in the records of the religious world.

We have little interest in matters eccle-
siastical, and are inclined to be heretical
enough about them to deserve to have beén
burned at an auto du fe a few hundred years
ago, but we admire this old Methodist
bishop ; he is an excgedingly - interesting
character—a study for the historian. And
then this matter called Methodism has cer-
tainly become a curious fact in modern his-
tory. Southey, years ago, when it was far
less importags, deemed it a befitting task to
write its history, and Coleridge wrote astute
notes on Southey’s pages, and delared that
when too sick or too ennuyed, in spite of
brandy and opiam, to read anything erse, be
could pore over the wonderful story. Com-
manding the masses of the English people
more than any other sect, and preaching the
theology and using the Litargy of the
national Church ; possessing, in fine, every
thing essential to the latter except its pre-
lacy, shrewd prophets begin already to hint
the ibility of its superseding among the

ple the Establishment itself, especially if
mkimoab and Buckle's prediction, that
the connexion of. Church and State in Eng-
land- cannot survive the present century
should be found true. And now that the
House of Commons has voted against the
Church rates, and the hooked nose of Roths-
child threatens to upset the Bench of Bish-
ops, the prediction seems rather proximately
shreatening. We all know something aboat
Methodism in this country, but not much ac-

lage, we hear incessantly of its doi in
our large ciies, and meit its ¢ mn:.g.m e
with horse and saddle-bags along the farthest
frontiers ; one of our most enlightened
statesmen (Everett) tells us that no

in the nation are more active in edacation ;
its » Book Concern ” in our city, the largest

are told on the earth, informs us from year

to year of the annual numerical increase of

the denomination—its million aod a half

(1,792,332) of actual communicants (North

sad South) in the United States alone—its

-h....( a bandred and - eighty-six thou-
the present year—a )

gain ggrutm

o

bodies. Methodism, then, is an important
fact—a national fact, aed, for good or evil,
such a fact as the historian cannot hereafter
ignere. . And Francis mast be, in
history, the representative man of American
Methodism.

John ‘Wesley was traversing Ireland,
sonse time in the last half of the last cen-
tury, preaching daily on hillsides and in
market places. He foand in the west of the
island several vil of Germans, who had
escaped from the Palatinate on the Rhine
during the wars of Lowis XIV. He de-
scribes them as in a deplorable condition,
without & or a chapsl—*drunk-
ards, swearers, and Sabbath-breakers.” Sach
were the characters that the great Metho-
dist always sought out—it ‘was facing the
devil in his citadel. Wesley visited them
often, and sent his “ itinerants ” among
them ; in & foew years they were thoroughly

raformed ; they built Methodist churches in | il

their settlements, and ‘he asserts that four
such village: as theirs could not be found
anywhere ¢lse in the three kingdoms—there
was no more profanity nor Sabbath-break-
ing; no ale house even, to be found among
them.

In the course of a few more years word
came to'bim that Methodism was organized
in New York city, and that the first Wes-
leyan chapel in the New World (the first
that bore his name in sll the world) was
going up. It was “ Old John-street Charch,”
well known to our citizens—and latterly in
;:;'iqufllhe “law” as well u.:f the Gos-

ittle immi t' corps of the Pala-
tine Irish, witha ¢ m preacher,” who had
been “converted,” among them, under Wes-
ley's preaching, had laid there the founda-
tions of the sect which to-day covers most
of the continent. Wesley called in his
“ Conference ” for volunteer preachers for
America, and two were sent. At the “ Con-
ference ” of 1771 Francis Asbury, then but
twenty-six years old, offered himself for the
distant field. Before the year had ended
he was “itinerating ” the middle
colonies, and bad already become the virtual
ecelesiestical head of the new denomination.
They were but s'x hundred strong when he
arrived ; in about a year and a half they were
reported, in the first “regular American
Conference,” at one thousand one hundred
and sixty members and ten preachers; in
five years after his arrival they were four
thousand nine bundred and twenty-one, and
twenty-four preachers; in ten years eight
thoasand fivé hundred, and forty-two preach-
ers; in twenty years more than seventy six
thousand, and two hundred and fifty preach-
ers; in thirty years they were y eighty-
seven thousand (with & gain for the preced-

veteran bishop fell, in 1816, it was wvie-
toriously at the head of nine “annual con-
ferences,” extending from Nova Scotis to
the Mexican Gull, from to the far-
thest western settlement, with a thoroughly
organized host of more than two hundred
and fourteen thousand communicants, and
-eu'll seven hundred itinerant, and some
> meon 4 s

loeal :

No reader of Dr. Strickland's vblume can
doubt that Francis Asbury was the para-
mount hero of this great religious movement.
He, following the metheds of Wesley found-
ed and extended over the continent its eccle-
siatical l{atem. From the year of his
arrival till the year of his death, he was al-
most ubiquitous in the land; were it not
that his journals give us an exact itinerary
of his travels, they would absolutely be in-
credible. Each year he was in the opposite
extremities of the country. Never were
men put under a severer military regimen
than he maintained over his “ itinerants.”—
Daring vearly balf a century he kept them

driving to and fro over the country, like an | ;

anny ﬂﬁlzﬁng in detachments in every direc-
tion. remained unmarried through life,
that he might be untrammeled in his work.
He never bad a local home in America.—
His salary was but sixty-four dollars per
annum, ides travelling expenses; and
out of this he contribated toward the sup-
port of his poor preachers. He often drain
ed his purse for them, and at one time we
read of his gelling his cloak, and at another
his watch, that *he might help them. He
founded the “ Methodist Book Concern;”
he was the chief founder of the first Metho-
dist College, and when it was destroyed by
fire, he labored and begged till he could
erect another, and when this was consumed
in like manner, he projected that scheme of
Methodist Academies which now comprises
in the United States no less than one hun-
dred and thirteen institutions, some of them
among the most commanding academic edi-
fices of the nation. He was the first, also,
to introdace the Sunday School into Ame-
rica.*

If he was not the first Protestant bishop
in America, he was at least the first Protes-
tant ordained to that office in our own coun-
tey. Dr, Thomas Coke,a“pc-b’u"ol
the Church of England, was m :y
Wesley to the episcopal office, y
him to’Ameri:- to ordain to the same office
Francis Asbury. Oa the twenty-seventh
day of December, 1784, he was
bishop, in the city of Baltimore. Hitherto
the Methodists had depended upon the epls-
copal clergy of the country for the sacra-
ments of baptism and the eucharist, but as
the Revolution had dissolved the Anglican
Charch, and as most of its clergy had left
the country, the Methodists were deprived
of these “ordinances;™ they L to
Wesley for relief ; he bad applied in vain to
the Bishop of London for the ordination of
some of his preachers, that they might be
able to administer the sacraments withoat
violence to the of the Church. He
declared in his lefter to the American
Methodists, that be was thus compelled to
use what he deemed, in such a case of ne-
cessity, his right, as a ¢ presbyter,” to or-
dain a “ superintendent” or bishop for Ame-
rica, who could ordain their preachers and
provide them the sacraments. American
llotnh;od.u- wnai‘: this manner orpnpl:z :;
an Episcopal - some years
the re-organization of the remnauts os :::

ican i try ; an
Anglican Church in this country ; ot
Charch of
ited States. These are the historical
facts ; we give them only as such; as to

i P
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Asbury,

¢ontroversy between the denominations res-
pecting the “ apostolic saccession,” we claim
no skill in that; it is clear emough that
Wesley could not pretend to the “ sueces-
sion ” in the technical sense of the phrase ;
he even went so far as to assert that he con-
sidered it “ a fable which no man ever did,
and no one ever could prove to be anything
else.” In his letter to the Americans res-
ﬁeccing his ordination of Coke, and through

im of Asbary, he assumes, on the authority
of Lord King’s ¢ Primitive Church,” that
he had the right in such an exigency to or-
dain » bishop, by ancient precedent.

Bat we are venturing upon dangerous
ground ; it is sufficient to repeat that such
are the historical facts ing the epis-
copal ordination of Francis Asbury, and the
:!::apal pretensions of American Metho-

The new bishop, whether legitimate or
i weat to work more ical
than ever, and for the remainder ot his life
travelled, mostly on horseback, at the rate
of the circumference of the globe every
four years. His salary was still sixty-four
dollars per annum, and his travelling ex-
moeu. He o«hined!:ds preachers from

ne to Georgia. is presiding mind
swayed his conferences, and gave gm"'-nic
symmetry and prominence to the rising de-
nomination. He preached ev.
day, and usually several times a day. ??e
planned his “appointments” a half-
beforehand, from the Gulf to the St. Ig::
rence, usually passing twice a year over
the whole of the country, and he was
expected, fear of dissappointment,
(for he was as precise as Wellington,) in
the towns and villages on his route. He
rode on horseback till he was too infirm to
travel so any more, and then took to his
¢ wagon,” a vehicle which, beyond question,
bas travelled more extensively than any
other ever seen in the New World ; its frag-
ments are still kﬁt by Methodists as sacred
relics, and possi may, in some coming
age, be worshi as heartily as St. Vero-
nica’s pocket handkerchief in St. Peter’s.—
He sent his preachers across the Alleghan-
igs, and kept them in the very van of the
westward march of emigration. The first
“ordination ** in the valley of the Missis-
sippi 'was performed by his hunds, and it is
a grave question what would have been the
nioral de (bad as it is alleged to
bave been) of the mighty states throughout
that imperial domain, bad it not been for
the brave “itinerant” corps of Asbury,
which carried and expounded the Bible
among its log-cabins, at a time in our nation-
al h when it was absolutely impossible
for the rican Churches to send thither
regular or educated clergymen in any pro-
portion to the growth of its population. If
what is called the “ Methodist itinerancy ”
has done any important service for the
moral salvation of that vast region, now the
theater of our noblest states, the credit is
due, in a great measure, to the unparalleled
energy of Francis Asbury. He not only
pointed his preachers thither, but led the
way. No records of American frontier ad-
ventare show r endurance or courage
than the accounts i Dr. ‘Serickiand’s ‘book
of ‘Asbury's travels beyond the mountains.
Armed hunters, twenty-five or fifty in nom-
ber, used to escort him from point to point to
protect him from the Indians, and great
were the gatherings and grand the jubilees

wherever he appeared,
To be continned.

Perfect Joy.

Fulaess of joy in the Holy Ghost is an
evidence of entire sanctification. The apos-
tle says, “ The kingdom of God is righte-
ousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”
—Rom. xvi. 17. Joy is the most intense of
the rleuunble emotions of the soul. “It
is pleasure at high tide.” As an emotion it
must necessarily be variable; it rises and
falls, and, considered as a sensible emotion,
can be maintained, in this state of being, at
no absolute standard. Yet the Bible speaks
of perfect joy as the privilege and moral
habitude of the saints. This we will en-
deavour to explain.

Two particalars are included specially in
the joy of which we are now speaking.

Flirst, that it be “in the Lord,” or, as it pe

sownetimes reads, ¢in the Holy Ghost.”
Secondly, that it be full or perfect. By
“joy in the Holy Spirit” we understand
such joy as the y Spirit inspires, and of
which he is the object. Itis a joy rising
directly from union with God, not from out-
ward circumstance. By “ fulness of joy”
we understand that joy which is constant,
existing at all times and under all circum-
stances, and also which fills the soul’s capa-
city for pleasare, andcompletely satsfiies its
stant resalt only of abiding causes. It is
not evanescent, fickle, and dependent on ac-
cident, or temporary circumstances, bat
flows from 8 conscious union with God, and
conformity to all his will. It is not the joy
that one feels when be has moeedo:lh in a
iven en ise, or suddenly met with any
od sucoses, It is mot. passionate, boister-
ous, irregular. Bat it is calm, rational, deep,
solemn, geotly pervading all the powers of
sy = pﬂf\n’lylotbowui'lel
as its object, and su g
_d active powers a healthful, powerfal, aad
continuous f;p-m of obedience, and to the
moral affections a new intensity and a bolier
ardor. It must never be forgotten that it
is not merely  getting happy ;" it is delight
in the Lord, the purest and most perfect
state of the moral affections. Sach joy is
unalloyed by any consciousness of existing
enmity or evil in.the heart. Its pure sky
is undimmed by any mist of doubt or of ig-
norance, understanding is
to comprehend the just relations of the soul
to God. The conscience is;liveto all the
ligations arising from these re
‘:’nd&.t;ail joy lrilEl from the inward power-
ful witness of the Holy Ghost, that through
the merits of Christ all the relations of our
being exist in a state of harmony '“"3. God,
and the spirit of the “ perfect law and
commandment are aunswered in us by the
willing, loving, constant and universal sub-
mission of our all to the will of God. Full
salvation in Christ already attained, lnd
an eternal life in Christ made over to the
soul by will and testament, now awake its

despest gratitade and its highest raptares of
pra

you not read and believe and consent to be
made blessed ? We will fizsst speak of this
joy as to its source i. &. as being in'the Lord ;
and second, of its falness or eness.

1. Joy in the Lord. Ps.B.v. 11.—= Let
all those that put their trust in thee rejoice :
let them ever shout for joy, becansé thou de-
fendest thew : lot them also ‘that ‘love thy
name be joyfal in thee.”

Ps. xxxii. 11.—* Be glad in the

rejoice, ye righteous ; and shout for jo

ye that are upright in beart,”

Ps. xxxiil, 1.—% j

magnified.
Ps. lxviii. 3.—Let the righteous be glad,
rejoice before God : yes, let them
[sa. xHi. lsr.e-’—“'l‘bw shalt rejoice in the
Lord, and shall glory in the Holy one of
o Finally, my breth
ilip iii. 1.—=“ Finally, m ren, re-
joice i? the Lord.” d-p.’iv. 4.—% Re.
Jjoice in the Lord always; and again I say
rejoice ”
1 Thess. i. 6.—“ Ye bécame followers of

us and of the Lord received the
word with joy, of tho,Bm"

Gal. v. 22,—* The fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy,” ete.

1 Thess. v. 16.—* Rejoice evermore.”

2. This joy in the Lord is to be also as to | tening

its measare and constancy, complete or per-
fect, and it is the fulness of this joy w

is the evidence of the h stage of Chris-
tian experience. The speaks as dis-
tinctly of the falness of this kind of joy as
it does of tho joy itself.” Hear the blessed
Saviour :

John xv. 11.—* These things have I
spoken unto you that your joy might remain
in you, and that your might be fnll.”
Now, the kind of joy was to ¢ remain”
in the disciples was 's joy; .that is,
|hj:gof which he was at once the cause
and object ; and this joy was to be * made
fall ;” that is, complete, petfect ; for such is
tb? ?laorning of the word pleorthe, translated
s fall.”

Joba xvi. 24,—* Hitherto have ye asked
nothing in my name : ask-and ye shall re-

ceive that ycur joy may be full.”
Jobn xvii, 18—« ‘1{-. things I speak in
have my joy ful-

the world, that they
filled in themselves.” words Dr.
Bloom#ield has the following note : “ Reader”
says he, © that they these words)
have their joy in me , is, the joy of
zﬁ;c_b I m’tho'obpu! )’-’lde' n And per-

Rom. xv. 13.—¢ Now the God of hope
§ill you with all joy and peace in believing.”

1 Pet. i. 8.—% abonhvin‘not seen, ye
love ; in whom, M‘Iuow ye see him not,
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and fall of glory.”

1 John i. 4.—¢ These things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full.”— Nor.
Chris, Adv.

Rcl?gioua Intelligence.

From the Toronto Christian Guardian.

Farewell Breakfast.

On Friday morning a farewell breakfast
was given in the 8t. Lawrence Hall, com-
plimentary to the Rev. Ephraim Evans, D.
D. and his colleagues, the Rev. E. White,
E. Robson and A. Browning. The Chair
was occupied by the Rev. Dr. Stinson, Pre-
sident of the Conference. On the right of
the Chair were seated Rev. Dr. Evans, Hon.
George Brown, M. P. P.,, Rev. Richard
Jones, Chairman of the Toronto District,
Rev. Dr. Green, Rev. Mr. Marling, (Con-
gregational), Rev. Dr. Jeunings, (Presbyte-
rian), and the Rev. Dr. Lillie, (
tional), and on his left the President was
supported by J. B. Robinson, Esq., M.P.P,,
Rev. J. Douse,j Co- e, the Worship-
e A A
(Episcopal), Rev. Dr. i a-
rli,ntendent of Education in Upper Cana-
da, Rev. R. A. Fyfe, DD., ( ), and
Rev. J. Roaf, (C ). In addition
(gk::eu ':nd ldhg.lnm. n::nh:er of
to the several branches the Chrm
Charch in the city, and several from a dis-
tance. The com) numbered between
two and three ., After partaking of
an excellent breakfast, the large company
present sang the hymn commencing,

“ The heavens declare thy glory, Lord;
In every star thy wisdom shines.”

The 60th chapter of Isaiah was read, and

the Rev. Dr. Fyfe led the congregation in

prayer.
The President then rose and said, the

Bishop of the Diocese had been unable to
. to the invitation conveyed to him,
by being present on this occasion; but his
sentiments were embodied in'll'li:ﬂ but
comprehensive expression. you,”
said he to the thc"dudapoo
him—= [ wish you God speed !” The Hon.
Mr. Allen had slso been requested to at-
tend, but he bad w;iouen :“M note, sta-
ting his inability to 80, X 8
linsmihrwishtotht of the B .
sentiments ‘thus expressed, the Chairman
went on to say, would, he doubted not, ac-
cord with those felt by e one in that

? They all, he was quite
sure, wished

them, “ God speed.” He regardeditasa
very favourable and happy circumstance
that those expressions of will to their
brethren were not to the Wulx:
Church, and that the work in which
were about to be ed was not confined to
their own church. He believed that on that
occasion there were representatives
of all the Protestant Charches in the city—
and he would be far more wil
his own heart than he was—God knew he
was sometimes very much displeased with
it !==if it did not glow wltbgnd.u!de at such
a manifestation of true Catholicity. Such
a manifestation of Catholicity was in perfect
acecordance with the genius and design of
Waesleyan Methodism. They did not call
themselves the Church, but tbe&allod
of Christy—

up a holy temple. The Bev. John Wesley

principles which governed bis
condact, and which he wished might govern
the condact of all who should be connected

permitted them to follow
side of other ministers

Methodism to spread Scriptural holiness
th out the world,''—a short sentence
t embodyiag in its aim e ing
connected with the highest interest ot man,
both for time and eternity. It was delight-
fal for every benevolent man to contemplate
the progress of every institution which ame-
liorated buman misery and promoted man’s
happiness. We delighted to see barbarism
give place to the laws, institutions, and sof-
inflaence of civilization. We de-
lighted to see the ::;ok clouds of nenuld
bt di ing beams
S S T
the bonds of sla broken by the gemius
of li But in promoting the diffusion
of God's trath in the world and in spread-
ing Christian boliness, they were acsom-
plishing all these obj “ Godliness is
profitable to all things, having the promise
of the life which now is and that which is
to come.” ¢ Righteousness exalteth a
nation.” They valued the enterprise of
merchants and the labours of true, patrotic
politicians ; they vulued the prowess of ar-
mies when they were engaged in the de-
fence of the right; but as believers in the
Bible they counsidered that all apart
from true godliness, would not the
permaaent strength and glory of any pation.
The mission which they were now forming
was connected not only with this rising Pro-
vince, but it was connected in its associations
with other interesting parts of the world, to
which reference would be made by other
speakers. It would be unfair to anticipate
such reference ; but he could :‘ot, b:. n}io;:
of his country, help saying that he rejoi
tly in i the influence of the
itish empire, especi when be knew
that just as our glori country was in-
creasing in its political power and wealth
and influence in the world, these institu-
tions, connected as they were with their
own Charch, the Church of England, the
Presbyterian Church, the Baptist Chureh,
the C tional Charch, and every other
Christian Church, were growing with the
growth and strengthening with the strength
of our country, and becoming increasingly
influential in promoting its power and pros-
perity. He was she other day reading a
speech uttered by the Earl of  Carlisle
when addressing some 3000 operatives in a
large manufactaring town in one of his late
English circuits—the town of Bradford—in
which these sentiments occurred :—“ I am
addressing,” said the noble Earl, “a large
number of artizans, and I wish to impress
upon your iinds and hearts this truth,—
are three kinds of aristocracy : there
is the aristocracy of birtb, the aristocracy of
wealth, and the aristocracy of genius. You
may not be able to arrive at any of these,
but there is a nobler aristocracy than all to
which you may belong—the aristocracy of
moral worth, the aristocracy of virtue.”—
Thése were the sentiments of a true noble-
man, they were the sentiments of a true
Christian, and if they were cherished in the
beloved fatherland, in the colonies, and
wherever the inflaence of Great Britain
was folt, she would be great indeed. And
if these seniiments were cherished and act-
ed upon in the new colony to which their
views would be that morning directed, and
if also they were cherished throughout the
length and breadth of Canada, British North
America would be grnt, not only in geo-
graphical extent, and in its richest sources
of material prosperity, but great in moral
and religious excellence. lay utter-
ed a sentiment some time ago which be (the
President) thought was untrue. The elo-
quent historian said the time might come
when some New Zealander would sit upon
London Bridge and contemplate the depart-
ed glory of great city. He (the Presi-
dent) believed that fime would never
come. Macaulay ed it might arrive,
because the glory Tmcient nations bad
passed away. But be seemed to have for-
gotten the one great distinction between the
Eoglish nation and those nations—that the
gods of those nations were no gods at all,
whilst our God was the.living God. He
believed that God acted with nations as with
individoals—* I will honor them that honor
me.” And if we bonoured Him by cherish-
ing His truth and promoting His cause, He
would continue to honor us. Some people
said that the Press was the palladiam of our
strength, and no doubt it was, when it advo-
cated the right; others said this thing and
the other thing was the ®gis of our i

protection
ing | —we know the value of all these things in

their place; but the Bible taught us
that the 1ight thing was religion. That was
the true secret of success, and while w: act-
ed upon those principles the glory of our
mpon wonldwnot l:t reat Britain
would sit apon ber y throne, and other
pations wouold sing her triumphs and the
triumps of mankind. They had met that
morning to encourage an enterprize which

th | was the triomph of truth over error, the

triumph of hd;::lml:'v:rlin,andthttﬁ-
umph of heavenly over everything
which pervetts, degrades, and injures man.
This :ﬂmﬂmwﬁnmdb
throughout most marked atteation,
and was frequently interrupted with ap-
lause.

l,li.qsv. Dr. Evans felt that for him to at-
tempt to make s speech were to fail. It
were fruitless for him to attempt to
utterance to his emotions.
assembly of ladies

tlemen before he mw the elements of

hope in reference to the enterprize in which
he and his colleagues were about to engage.
He could not, he would not if be could, flat-

chiefly, to mark their respect for him angd
the beloved brethren amssociated with hingy;

His by conquest, by
means by which alone prej super-
stitions couldd br:g:'mfeelin y rigbt principles
imparted, and right g and action pro-
duced. He and his bmho;u wem en-
gaged in the prosecution of a pol com-
mercial, or scientific enterprize; bat in a
work which embraced all that was valuable
in each of these. They bad the divine
authorization for engaging in this work.—
They would be delighted to bring the truth
of Christ to bear u those with whom
they should meet, and they trusted God for
a great and glorious result. He had s
confideace that the work would be cro
with the Divine favor. There had been so
many concarring indications of the will of
God that he had been led to cherfully ac-
quiesee in the wishes of his beloved fathers
and brethren in the ministry, that he should
take charge of this great and responsible en-
terprise. He might be permitted to advert
to some of - these circumstances. The ori-
gin of this mission might be¥airly traced to
the far sightedness of the Rev. Mr. Wood,
General Superintendent of Wesleyan Mis-
sions in this country. A strong conviction
was expressed by this gentleman some time
ago, that at no distant day a British Colony
would spring up on the western shores of
this continent; and that it was of great im-
portance that at an early period Christian
agency should be there brought into opera-
tion. A few months ago his views were
communicated to the Wesleyan Missionary
Secretaries in Eogland : they met with a
cordial response, action was taken in the
Missionary Committee in London, and the
result was transmitted to Mr. Wood, to be
by him laid, before the missionary board in
this country. This communication recom-
mended that immediate steps should be
taken to furnish three or four men to com-
mence the work in that far distant field, and
placed at the disposal of the missionary
board here a grant of £500 stg. towards the
outfit and dispatch of ‘the men. He refer-
red to a letter addressed to himselfl from a
tleman in Victoria, and another from the
v. Dr. Raule, tb:h he ol:urved‘ ight bel
regarded as amanuensis o €|
Moody, who he trusted was before this in
British Columbia, and who earnestly urged
the Wesleyan Church to sead any agency it
might have at its disposal to that ﬂeld, at
once. Those communications, he remarked,
coming so close to each other, tended to con-
firm the impression not only that British
Columbia was to be Christianized, but that
the efforts to produce this result should not
be a moment delayed. He had heard with
pleasure that they were not likely to be the
only labourers in that field, as arrange-
ments were being made for sending thither
ents from other sections of the Church.
bether his hand was warm or cold when
outstretched to meet those brethren, he
would say one thing,—there would be a
warm heart connected with it. He thanked
his esteemed friends in Toronto for this
mark of their Christian kindness. His com-
panions and he would think of these scenes
when in a land where no such scenes would
occur. He concluded his eloquent and able
address by asking the ministers of the va-
rious churches, and the lay friends ¢,
to pray that upon the people to w he
and his colleagues were about to go forth,
might be shed the rich effusions of his sav-
ing me:'cl, all the "blessings for which man
might ask, and which it was the will of an
infinitely wise and beneficent Being to be-
stow.
The Hon. Mr. Brown expressed the gra-

tification he felt in beini Prooeut upon that
interesting occasion. e referred to the

first time he had the pleasure of hearing
Dr. Evans, fifteen years ago, and the little
expectation be then had that they should
meet in such a hall as that, and on occasion
of Dr. Evans going forth as a pioneer to
lead the way of missionary enterprise in the
great West,—to carry the tidings of salva-
tion into a land which at that time was only
spoken of as a barren wilderness. He con-
gratulated the great Christian Church which
had undertaken this noble work, and on the
selection they had made of a leader; sure-
ly it might be said that they had the right
man in the right place. He heartily re-
3““ to the admirable sentiment that
hristianity ought to be the basis of com-
merce, polities, and everything else. He
rejoiced that so promising an effort was be-
ing made to plant a Christian Charch in
British Columbia. Undoubtedly this view
of the mission of Dr. Evans his fellow-
labourers was the first and most important ;
but as Canadians he thought they might
also be permitted to regard the mission in a
commercial and political aspect ; and in this
regard they must feel that there were few
men in Canada who could have been select-
ed as the head of such a mission who would
have carried with him such a degree of the
public confidence as the Rev. gentleman
chosen. He had long been a resident in
this country, and had earned for himself the
respect of all classes of the community.,—
He (Dr. Evans) was thoroughly conversant
gtm mn:ner in which the institutions of
civil and religious, had grown up ;
he knew the difficulties which hubeenel:»-
countered and overcome in establishing these
institutions ; - he had taken part in i
M‘; difliculties, and in In.a new country "]
as .he was going to, his experience woul
make him a most valaable and reliable ad-
viser. Assuredly the step upon the part of
Methodist Church was an admirable move-
ment in the right diredtion, and would be
followed by gratifying results. He alloded
ibility that though the mission.
aries would have to reach their field of la-

give
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ter himself that were there simply, or
vid ,(ed to with marked attention, and won re-

few years return by a more direct one pas-
sipg through-the British possessions. His
h throughout was Iull of patriotic,
hristian and Catholic sentiment, was listen-

peated expressions of approbation from the
audience.

The Rev. J. Sanson, Rector of Trinity
(Episcopal) Church, made a few appropriate
remarks expressive of his pleasure in being
present ; the interest he felt in the christian-
izing inflaences about to be brought to bear
upon British Colambia ; and the necessity of
oneness of feeling among the different bran-
ches of the Christian Charch, in consequence
of the activity of the enemies of the truth.
He prayed that God'’s blessing might attend
the Missionaries, and that he might grant
them success.

J. B. Robinson, Esq.,M.P.P. Though
not a member of that denomination of which
his friend the Rev. Dr. Evans was eo distin-
guished an ornament, he did not on this
account less admire the noble fortitude he
displayed in offering himself at his age as a
Missionary to British Columbia. As one of
the Representatives of the people, he thought
he could bid Dr. Evans * God speed” in
behalf of all denominations in the city. The
journey by which he and his colleagues would
reach tbeir nipointed field of labor might
be long ; but he hoped the time was fast ap-
chhing when he would be able to leave

'oronto on Monday and reach Vancouver’s
Island on Satarday morning. He wished the
mission sugcess.

The Mayor, in the course of a few brief
but app te remarks, referred to the
pleasure which it would afford him in years
to come to remember that it was this year,
and duriag the period of his mayoraloty this
meeting was held,and this important mission
which reflected credit upon Canada as well
as the Methodist Church, was commenced.

L L] L . ]

The President then rose and said it was
Now time to bring this interesting meeting to
aclose. He had no doubt they would all
retire more than ever determined to identify
themselves with the spread of Christianit
throughout the world. While looking wid'n
gratitude to the mer¢ies which bad been be-
stowed upon them in the past, they would
employ a favourite expression of their bre-
thren at home, and one that was found in
the good book—+ Thank God and take
m .l'

The Doxology was then sung, and the
President pronounced the Benediction which
terminated one of rhe most delightful meet-
ings which it has ever been our happiness to
attend. We observed just one blank in the
assembly, the esteemed and bonoured Gene-
ral Superintendent of Missions, the Rev.
Enoch Wood, was necessarily absent in
making preparation for accompanying Dr.
Evans as far as New York, on his way to
the field of his future labours. Frequent
allusions were made to him during the pro-
gress of the meeting, particalarly by Dr.
Evans, who attributed to his sagacity the
establishment of the mission, and no allu-
sion or remark called forth a more enthusi-
astic expression of applause from the con-
gregation.

A little before four o'clock the official
members of both the city circuits met at
the Adelaide-street Wesleyan church, from
whence they escorted Dr. Evans to the cars,
where they bid him an affectionate farewell.

Convents of Austria.

It is a very singular fact that the resto-
ration of the medieval Catholicism in Aus-
tria meets nowhere with a more decided op-
ition than in the convents.. Emperor
oseph I. had severed their connection with
their superiors in Rome, and prevailed upon
all of them to relax the strictness of their
rules, and devote themselves more to human-
itarian than to ascetical occupations. Thus
the Austrian convents became something
very different from what their founders de-.
signed them to be. They showed but little
zeal for the interests of Rome; and the Ro-
man Cathbolic Church ascetic monasticism
among them was nearly extinct. Charged
with the management of many colleges,
they made themselves useful as teachers ;
but at the same " time, having no fixed goal
before their eyes, and being possessed of im-
mense riches, a large number of them fell
into a state of the grossest immorality,
which can be compared only with that of
the South American econvents. One of the
primary objects which the present pope has
striven to accomplish during his pontificate,
is a reform of the monastic orders, and he
finds the most energetic support for this pur-
on the part of the present emperor.
ough the monks declare almost unani-
mously their dissatisfaction with these re-
formatory measures, they are forced on them
by both Church and State. About two
years ago the reformation was thoroughly
commenced with the Dominicans ; the con-
vent -of Vienna peopled with foreign monks,
the right of receiving novices is limited to
Vienna, all the novices boatid to the primi-
tive strict rule, and provided that as soon as
the number of novices would be sofficient,
the other convents should pass gradually in-
to the hands of the reformed monks. At
present the bishops are taking similar mea-
sures against several other orders. The
Roman Catholic papers never mention the
agitation which these endeavours and the
resistance of the monks call forth ; and it is
only the protestant press of Gormany which
collects the materials for the history of the
new transformation of Roman licism
in Aostria. The most resolute resistance is
made by the Benedictines. In the celebra-
ted of Molk, where the Bishop of
Linz restored the old rule about a year ago,
the monks persisted unanimously in a deci-
ded opposition, which could only be over-
come by the threats of excommunication,
and by gn:rpre-im of the convents. In
the Abbey of Admont, in Styria, tl::‘yre-
late who refused to introduce the reform
was compelled to resign, but was unani-
mously reelected by the members of the
Abbey. At Liembach, in Upper Austria,
Cardinal Schwarzenburg, of Prague bas
deprived the monks of :go right of
an abbot, and has appointed a foreign
from Ernsiedein, in Switzerland to that
office. No one can fail to see how much
Rome must gain in in power if this
transformation can be through, for
in , amounted
and has consi-
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