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The Wesleyan Cbmference; its Duties aud
Lesponsitalities ; with 6 Vindication of
sts %ecmt Acts of Discipline. By Tuo-
MAS JacksoN, President of the Confer-
ence, Mpcccxrix. London: J. Mason.
8vo., pp. 68.

Extracts.

THE “FLY BHEKTS ;" THEIR CHARACTER AND
EFVECTS.

Within the last three or four years the peace
of the Wesleyan Connexion has been senously
interrupted by the publication of a series of mis-
chievous libelt)m pamphlets, which have
been extensively circulated, by o{_m and other-
“wise, for the p&ed p correcting va-
rious od ml. bom;c Confereno:é; and
several of its institutiorls. These pamphlets are
all strictly anonymous, containing no author’s
nanis, and the mame of no_ printer, but ‘profess-
ing to be the joint production of a Correspond-
ing Committee, the members of which were said
:,& resident in some of the principal towns of
Eagland and Nerth Britain.
root and repcated attacks upon some of the most
gifted, useful, laborious, esteemed Ministers
of the body, representing them as indolent,
proud, selfish, ambitious, and morally dishonest ;
especially the men whom the Conference has in-
trusted with tho management of its important
and widely extended Missions. The writers re-

nt the members of the Conference genernl-
Y, 83 mean and spiritless, not daring to think and
act for themselves, but consenting to be blindly
led by a few ambitious individuaﬁ. who are in-
tent upon ing everything for the gratifi-
cﬂionp:f their ovn:l‘5 selﬁuhncun,nz:nprice. and va-
nity. TAese nameless aulhors profess o re-
late privete and eonfidential conversations, to
a«f.'.u. scergls of domestic life ; and they
oven sssnil wilk sirong but wnrighteous cen-
sure he memory of the pious dosd.

Thoss things are dweltypon by the writers,
not in a tone of sorrow and regret, that evils of
such magnitude should exist among religious peo-
Ple, 30 a8 to dishonour Christ, to neutralijze the
effect of his truth and ordinances, apd to retard
his work of mercy in the world. are ra-
ther dwelt upon 1p a tone of scorn and of bitter
malignily, bearing, indeed, a character of per-
sonal hatred and vindiotivcness ; and in various
instances the writers manifest a fearful di
of truth. For s time it was hoped that the 8pi-
rit of these writers would defeat their object, es-
péeially amoog religious people, whose sanctified
nature instinctively abhors that which is evil ;
80 that these vehicles of slander and defamation
would sink into deserved neglect and forgetful-
wess. But, alas, appeals to the bad passions o

They: contain di-

inexcusable, beeause, as Methodists, and, above
all, as Mcthodist Preachicrs, they were not only
at liberty to seek the removal of any abuses in
the Connexion that micht come under their ob-
rervation, but were bound and even ledged to
seck their removal in a f‘onstitutinnarand hon-
ourable manner. They knew that the regular
courts of the body were open to them continnal-
ly. A distinet challenge was also given to them
twice every year, in the District feetings and
in the Conference, to prefer any accusation
against the Missionary Secretaries, amd the Rev.
Treasurer: the meeting of the Missionary Com-
miltee of review, which is held -cvery ‘year on
the day which precedes the opening of the Con-
ference, was accessible to them ; and there they
might bave sougit an explanation of anything
in the management of the Missions, which they
might dcemn unsatisfactory, and there they might
have even urged their complaints,. But in all
these places the accusers weic as silent as death;
they never showed their faces to the men whom
they accused; they never preferred any comn-
plamnt before the tribunals that were mm:rt-tvm
to deal with them : thus leading every disintc-
rested observer to the conclusion, thatthese wri-
terg sought the removal of no grievances, but -
ther the gratification of some jrivate resentment
or jealousy, and the introduction of general eon-
fusion,

The duty of the "Conference to attempt the
extinction of this evil, few persons, it is presum-
ed, will deny. It was an injury to some of the
most.useful men that the Wesleyan Connexion
ever knew; and these men naturally looked fo-
}pmwction and redress to the Conference, whose
aithful servants they were. “The matter was an
occasion of trlumph 1o infidel scoffers, of decp
and bitter sorrow tv-multitudes of devout people
in owrown societies, and.an wecasion of scandal
to ether-denominations of Christians, who saw
men publicly professing and teaching spiritual
religion, thus * biting and devouring onc ano-
ther’ In the year 1847 the Conference pub-
lished a strong ‘and decisive testimony against
this organized system of calumny; Lut was not
able at'that time to lay its hand upon the guilty
parties, ‘who, it has since been ascertained, had
pledged themselves to an inviolable secrecy.

CHOICE OF MFASURES THAT (K)‘Nl"!iltk‘x()l‘:
MIGHT HAVE ADOPTED.

Two courses only were therofore apen to the
Conference : cither that of passing the matter
over, acknowledging the suspected men as bro-
ther Ministers, appointing them to our ulpits,
and to the J)uiora?uohargc of our socicties ; or
that of subjecting fhem to a personal examina-
tion as to their guilt or innocence in this matter.
Tha centinued recognition of them as brother
Ministers, vehemently and generally suspected

f | as they were of a fearful amount of moral quilt,

our fallen mqture are seldom harmless. Itlo-
flections upon the personal and public character
of several of our l\finisxers were, by these anony-
mous scribes, preseed upon the atfontion of the
Methodist mind with such pertinacity, and evon
hardihood of repetition, that at length a feeling
of distrust wis somewlat extensively producer
i the body ; and even wen of pure minds, who
wore unwilling to believe <vil of any one. and
ospecially of the honourad Ministers of Christ
wm were recklessly assailed, began to fear that
there might be some truth in the allegations.—
Evil surmising and cvil speaking were extensive-
ly promoted, and retigion was wounded in the
house of her friends.

Here then was a sin of fearful magnitude and
aggravation, committed in the bosom of a Chris-
tan cowmunity ; the sin of slendor, reviling, amd
defwmation ; tie sin of propagating and placing
upon public record flagrant untruths, which the
writers knew, or might have Lnown, to be such ;
the sin of attempting to render the public servi-
cvs of gified, pious, and cven ared, Ministers off
Christ useless, both to the church and the vorld;
the sin of promoting ('\i‘-sin':lkil:_’_’..ii'zl‘lolls’\'. anid
wrath amon;: religions people, and that to (he
widest posaible extent; the sin of’ attempting to
shuke the public confidence in the mantzement
of one of the Jargest and most successtul Missio-
pary Socicties in the world, amd of thuy depni-
ving self-denying Missionasies of their support,
and or withhelding the word of salvation !'rom
the perishing Heathen.  ‘This sin was not hastj-
ly committed, under the impulse of temyporary
and exeited feeling s Lut was deliberately plan-
ned, and then pertinacionsly perpetrated through
a scries o years, an i that with unabated mahg-
nity ; the writers never betraying the least sizns
ot relenting towards the men whom they e bit-
terly waligued.  Speaking of Mr., Wesley, the
late Robert 1all has =1id, 1 would not incur the
guilt of that virulent abuse which Toplady caxt
upon him, for pointsmerely speculative, and of
very Trtle importaniee, for ten thousand worldss
Yet the abuse which Toplady lavished upon Mr.
Wesley never surpassed, in vancour and malice,
the abuse which the *Fly Sheet’ writers have
ourcd vpon several living Ministersof the Wes-
’c'nu body.

These proceddings, when comparod with the
law of Cblris:, appear in all their atrocity.

The violation of these holy precepts, on the

part of the * Fiy Sheet” writers, was e wore |
# Hail's Works, vol. v..p 42, !

appeared to be utter'y incompatible with the so-
lemn trust which the Conference sustained ; for
it necessarily involves unfaithfulness to Christ,
and to the spiritual interests of his people.  Can
the purity of the evangelical ministry :m lawful-
ly sacrificed to a mere technicality 77 The Con-
ference has from the Leginning possessed the un-
questioned right of examining not only Candi-
Ja(eu for admission into connexion with it, but
its own members, on all points aflecting their

Christian and ministerial character, or the peace
and prozperity of the body : and it resolved to
exercise this richt in the case of these suspected
men. Through the whole of (heir ministerial
lifc every one of them had Yeen annuaily  ques-
tianod on the sulject of his orthedoxy, and his
consinued attachment to the Wesley an ceonomy ;
Mt it was el to Ve perieet!y fair, in this fearful
cmerseney, to questton then ns 1 whether or !
not they were concerned in this ZECVOUS S\ e
ul’in;mnru]il_\, by which il whole ( Gnnexion
was dishononrel. Foeling that the fw ot Chirist
had been viotated by one of the st vile and
wialignant conspivacics that ever diseraced a re-
liginus COMUNIN < feeking at the sime e that
Wowas now ina situation to deal with ghe evil,
and that it it nealected thye Opporiunity, it wenld
be a partaker o the sin; the Confironee tirg
called the suspected rinedeader of the nisehict,
andd throush the medium ot OWN Oliecrs, aske |
ed him whether or not be Was concerned iy the

{

authorship. or in the Publication, of e ¢ Py
Sheete! e replied, that, to this question e
would give no answer. If eharcos were prefer-
red against him, e wonld mect them, and de-
fend hinsell; Lat te no seel qQuesti
which was now proposed, wouli he return any
reply, even upon Jain ot expulsion. Other men,
who were suspected of beine jn the confederacy,
and some of whom were known (o have been ex-
tensively econcerned in e mischiate of
were questioned in the sapge maanher, and avow-
ed the same determination. .\ilv?npl.ﬂ were
made to bring them to a dfferent mind, A Com-
mi‘llf-o. (-4unprrlwmlin;_v some of the most aced
.\h.msl(-_l's ot t]u- body, with others who had tiﬁc-d
offices involving grcat feus ard responsibiliry,
wacappainted, to meet witl, the men who this
placed thenselves i an attitude of heastility to-
wards their brethren, to licar their reasorrs, and,
irnecdtul, to remonstiate withthernr s but to noe
purpose. e wlo ﬁrﬂ ma.}. lh': de 'XL\m‘inn of
refusal to answer, declined, evon Vwhen wont for,
to meet cither the Conferenee ar

with reference 1o any argumes

m as that

aitation,

W Committee |
ton thy lhiu‘c\.t.:

only persisted in their refusal to answer the qucs;
timj pmw«‘d, but even to give any plm‘!;_-o 0
abwfimence from fature agitation.  The Conter-
ence therefore deemed i to be a matter f:f solcmn
duty, both to God and his church, by three suc-
v(‘ssrim vires, to sever these meun from ministerial
connexion with itself.

MR. EVERETT AND MARTIN LUTHFR.

To thoughtless persons, listening to popular
oratory amidst the excitement of a public meet-
ing, it seems a marvellous exhibition of moral

sct the whole, Methodist Conference at defiance ;
an{ they think the men worthy of being compa-
red with the gzreat German Reformer, when he
stood before the Diet of Worms. They foraet
that Luther stood there for the announcement
and defence of the truth: :nd these three men
for the eoncealment of sin ¥’

‘CORRESPONDENCE.

Origmal Matter is particularly requeste this Prper
such as, Local Intellizence—Bingraphres - \oticen of the
fntroduction, rise, and progress of Methad.-m in Cir-
cults, Revivals, nnd renrarkahle Couversions —Articles
os wducation, temperanes, literature, science, and
redigion—Illusirations of Providence—Skeichen of Serip-
ture chmreciers—interesting snecdotes—descriptious uf
Baiural scenery—IPapers on any prominent festure of
Meihodism, &c. &c.

Arucles, a8 u gemers) rule, should be short and pithy : ns
¢ Judicious variety in each numrber is rhe secret of new ~
paper pupularity and vectuiness,

For the Wuloyn
MouNnT ALLIsON, SAckviLLE, N. R
29th September, 1849,

Mr Dear BroTtuer,—It has ‘been de-
termined by theWesleyan Ministers on this,
and some of the neighlonring Circuits, 1o
hold Preachers’ Mcetings semi-quarterly dur-
ing the present District year. The primary
object of this arrangement is the promotion
of our own personal picty, and the encou-
ragement of each other to diligence and fi-
delity in the great work to which we arc
called. To secure thisobject we desizn em-
ploying several hours, together,—1st, in re-
porting the apparent progress of the work of
God in our own souls, and through our in-
strumentality, in ocr different spheres of toil,
as ministers of Jesus Christ; 2nd, in car-
nest prayer to the Captain of our Salvation,
that ITe may more perfeetly qualify us for
the duty to which He calls us; and 3rd, in
fervent supplications for the more gencral
and copious c¢ffusions of the Holy Spirit upon
our assemblies, that our efforts for the pro-
motior of the Divine Glory may be render-
ed increasingly cfficient.

But we think that we may secure a se-
cond object—that by connecting with our
meotings some public special religious ser-
vices, these occasions niay be rendered in-
teresting and profitable o the members of
our Church and congregation in cach of the
different places in which we may assemble---
accordingly we  design inviting  our lay
friends to meet repeatedly with us, when we
are together, for public prayer, exhortation,
and other religions exercises.

Nackville, on Tuesday the 16th October
next, !

The Preachers are to meot at 20'clock.ryr,

Public exercises on
Wednesday forenoon and evening,

Love Feast and Sacrament ol the Lords

courage, that three men should have dared to!

Tuesday evening, [4i

[ this with great calmness,

(irl' the oll;('rs. two who met the Committee not ‘ is for a reasonable and just answer. Inthe ous-

ports Le probably fecis the oss of cultivare
sovicty, there being seldom maore than twe or
three tamilies in one place whi have any tasty
{for things literary and refined : and these are
generally the merchant, the mddistrate, she par-
son and the doctor.  Such places ag Harboyy
Gerace, Carbonear and Bricus have a Teater
number; but in general Newfoundlan i as
barren in the intellectual and moral as jt is in
the natural world. But while the merchant gets
rich he does not care for socicty : and while the
magistrate is able to keep order anmiong her My,
Jesty’s subjects Ke is content: and whle the
doctor gets paid and keepsin patience with his
patients he is equally ']»L~;|:~v«l: and as for the
minister, i he have not learned with the a s
to be content in whatever station hn is p

the sooner he learns the lesson or gives place
a better man, the better it will Le for {:is own
soul and the people’s! T ecan sympathise with
the poor worldly merchant, magistrate, and doe-
tor, should they feel discontented in a derolate
district; but the Missionary is supposed to have
counted the vost.  He confesses in apostolic Jag-
guaze, “ Lo we leave all and follow thee ” M
professes to embody and personify the spiritand
[doctrine of self-sacrifice. Instead of fearing
verty and hardship and death he professes to
“ glory in tribulation” If he thcrcl{)re murmur
be has cither lost his religion or he never had
any. If be find fault with the country he finds
fault with God for wending him here.” Let hig
"look et Feejee, at Gambia, at_YWestern Africa,
let him count the graves of missionaries at Sicrre
l.eone, and be thankful God sent him to such a
healthy elime as Newfoundland. I’mbably the
murnuurer camplains of the want of those n
convenient and nice things for the body and deo-
mestic comfort as are easily obtainable in Ia
market towns.  But with industry, prudence
and ezonomy his house and cellar may be toler-
ably well furnished. He surely can dig a gar-
den and piant vegetables, potatoes and cabbage
in particular- he may grow fruit also ; he may
enclose as wueh ground as he please and feed
catg; and it he have any income above an or-
dinary labourer he may purchase many of the
luxuries of life. It therefore a man cannot live
comfortably in Nowfoundland  he caunot live
any where, It is the fisherman, the hardy,
Frtorm-beaten fisheimian, who has cause, if’ cause
{ there reallv ‘be, to complain,  IHis life s daily
exposed, above the ordinary and common ez-
posure to danger and death. Ile draws his means
of eubsistence from the very gulph of death.
His wit': and children, in cating the bread he
has earned, feel something as David felt when
his three mighty men cut through the host of
lthe Philistines and drew him wate » from the
well of Bethlehewn,  He suid, “ My God forbid
it me, that [ should do this thing : Shall I drink
thie blood of these men that has e put their lives
in jeopardy ? for with Jjeopardy of their lives
they brought it” 1 Chron., 11: 19, The fish-
crian {nr(-parvs his gear. and carly in the morn-
| ing he leaves his tamily and home and commits
| lu{nscll: to the God of providence as Le hoists the
i sails The moruing he and his companions bid
us tavewell, is fair apd beautitul, ‘I hey expect
; to leave us for a fow days at least, and we bid

them God speed. and stand idling a minute or
two on the beach 10 sce them sajl away, remark-
ting * What a fine time away they have ™ The
! day passes, the night comes, and with it signs of
"gatlwring storms. . A swift passing cloud and
i howling Llast cowe like heralds of an approach-

Our first mecting is to be held (D.V.) in | ing foc. The howling wind inecreases in strength,

fand the uight is darker. But the fisherman's
Wile i3 nat yet alarmed. A dveadful blast now
strikes the eabin and exery timber  shakes.
* Childven,” she remarks, tather will Kave to
€ lo to night, he will not be able to fish,” and
But hark! A deep

Lollow noise is heard. Tis not thunder; nor

Stupper on Wednesday afternoon at 2 o'clack. | the wound of abuudance of min” as

The  Brethren
Hennioar,

Crosscombe,  Smithson,

Chesley have engaged to be present, and a
cordial invitionis giden to any ofour Bire-

‘ theen dn cither of (e Districts, who can ; swept singly and swirly alongzat first were mes

make it conveniont to join us in these ser-
Vices,

We tope that many of obr Ly members
and frieads alzo Wwill make arrangements (o
be prosent—ecking spiritual wood. W ean
answer for our Sackville friends, that they
will make provision for the comfortable ac-
commodation of all who may come with that
intent, We say then, friends, let us come to-
gether, anticipating “a time of refreshin
from the presence of the Lord.”

It is desiomed to hold our seecond miecting
at Point de-Bute, but of thic due notice will
be given hereatter,

Yours, truly,

v
=
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PnI;‘lhq Wesley un
NOTICES OF NEWFOUNDLASD.
[No. 5]
Ir'in meeting with a murmurer arainst New-

toundtand You were to put the quesiion, CWhyg
are the evils of which You complain 2 1 think

|
:'
])v.~l§rim.\', Pickard., Allan :mdl

* The rattling showers rise o the hlasi”

What noise is that ¥ *Tis the firsl growl of
old veean who is al length roused from b
slumbering catm. ‘Theie hollow Llacts which

sengers from the vast Loy of “wators above
the firmament™ to (he }m.l"\- of * waters ynder
the firmament ; and that distant roar, hoowing
n a thousand caves, spoke o the operation of a
law by which the two mighty bocies sy mpathise
and move in unison.  ljow spw.}iiv'a clap of
thunder followed ! As i cacl, wing ot the two
mvineible hosts fired royal salutes on their meet-
ing. Hark, azain!  Oh, another l-onming sourd
from the sea! Now look at the fisherman’s wife.
Fear takes hold upon h{'r. Perhaps at that mo-
ment alittle one las been awoke from his sleep
by the thunder. and e catls out * Father”

i
jthih]n-n are avound her antheir knees.
!

{

She goes and takes him up, ¢ Thy father is gone
child. and if Ged be not very mereital this night
thon wilt see kim no wore, She knecls: her
Now

Nl hastes with her
use. € ler alarmmed and
trembling mothers are there, equally anaiovs
tor the fate of them they Jove. Al nieht the
stor gescard 1 for a moment (e watcher 8
overeome with anxicty and tatigue as to sleep a
moment. in her visious she seos her loved sobs
and L-band o eling in he Mo, or on a

the ficree elements rave,
child to a neirhbours 1

Le would Le ub::;x-d o pause for an auswer that + broken spusor bears the last call to Gaod ter

]

T
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belp. Morning comes, the day passcs,
storin rages as i it wouid
o Canfound and swallow naviration

Put they come not. At lengzth a solii
I i‘fy|v1;_-].i:.g itz way round the
another follows and soon they drop the
gecure ONCe mere. .\.I;u ‘hnstcns‘ o
others to eniquire the h.kvhh(m‘(l of th
those they have left behind. ]:‘{lﬂt)rlril;
held out: anl she returns. T'he my
e, and morning comes, and the (;;
the storm. Yet they come not. ¢ 1%
has eheltered in <ome harbonr”  lo
her up s the week passes, and yet th,
notand then the uvcr\\;hchn;ng convietn
Ler to the ;_"."unl{d'—“ Tu EY ARE LOST
aupports the widow?  Who provide
fatherlees babes ?  lle who h;}.i said
thy fatherless children, and 1 \nll‘]»rvs«
alive: and let thy \yi(lows trust in .r?l
colonial government is most humane ir
acter, and its eflorts to relieve the des
most prompt and ample.  Such a !ill.l
as the above, leads vou to the chiet
Newfoundland's misfortunes. Tis not it
the healthiest in the world ; tis not th
pess of its soil, for the * treasures of |
greatly compensato. It is the risk and
of ita ocean sons to daily danger and 4
death. Pérhaps the words ot England
bard, would Le too strong an applicat
above :— )
each new morn
* New widows howl, new orphans
SOTIOWS
¢ Strike heaven in the fuce o™

.

hecause when we cousider this daily
the wonder is we have not more shipw
loss of crews. Our bays and: harbo
commaodious and sate.  But it is astoni
what a fearless and reckless spirit our
launch out into the deep. Theyv oft
me of the sailor who in course of ¢o
was asked by a gontll;m:m. * Wher
father die " Atsea.”  And whes
grandither die 7"« At sea” 'Y
got rsraid of soing ta ea )-.>','
* Pray where did your father die
said the gvnl'h-x_n‘:'m. L ,\M«X” ‘.\'in‘.?‘(-
erandiather die ™ « In bed” « Uh
2 S it Bed = mskod ]
not atvaid of ot to bed v asked Ju
i the torce o Labit, and when, as i
stances, it is tounded on fath in God
the bardy fisherman to sine —

*Ifa storm should come wnd +wake
* What matter? I still can ride and »

1 conclude my presout © Notice” w!
your patienee, and that of your reader
passing »o long upon matters which 1
terest you so much as those in refere
wission work in the colony. But as
much for the interest of your Newfour
scribers as for others, another  Noti
uature and cause of that distress whicel
presses heavily upon the colony, may
acceptable to them.

For the Wesleyan.
LEAFLET,
No. €.

INSTINCT.

A traveller rested on a pleasa
wlich was clothed with miniature s
short urass, and  wild flowers, ard
bace, Tey berey bhushes and sw et
fine frasrance to the September br
freshened o neizhbouring expans
where sail Loats sped through the gl

{:Lr:. and a ventle <urce rolled to

caoh. A rocl, warm'd by the sanl
the travelier instead of sofa or ob
lunch way enjoyel with the ze t wh
wparts. Crum!~ fell on the rock
the herbage at s side. The
trifling circumistance was of some

A mnall tribe was located at a it

sowe foravers from the camy, or 1

the wild, discorvercd the provision, 8

able bustle er sy, One ant atter

tened on the crumba, ard, Instead
the mowent, comueneed tursins
araway the prizes:—to carry il

10 the common ~wore hovise, ws a1

dition to the winter stgek.

litthe ercatures <cizd on Lumps largz
selves, and with their u<nal perseve:

dragged or pushed, as the natare o

a'hllil'.ud,-—:mxiomly mtent, appar

complislifng the predent plans whi
their commicnity. The nearncss of
fremed not to give them any comed
too mnch rewoved from thir ~phu
ahacrvation, any more than a tree
ngro-k might. A step of his 16
ett, wiigghit eoush some of the tiil
Biresaw not the dancegg and 1,
Visitation was, a8 il'an o) ject, s
feet high, should suddenly appear

"o boarhiood of human Labitatious.

s, however, the Apnharation wou
Ben for some old nooantain, and
Sud consternation wyuld resyt,

Sone

Pl traviler soon v wlat G s




