
THF- WESLFYAV

5. I fit li ni '«'(‘il intend tu I X.
entering into th<> tu xv covenant I' h i; 
settee of every prohibitory cxple-.ii :i Ii

: : 1 \\ :i- llu in v. < • : i ni. r

il IT, l!ii Mg Il lit- ” : « \ ■ ■ lu li a 

11 w as III IIl» 11r.i<• T i■ • I• tu

W lu .1 ■ i

r ' -
I.1tit, l:l

u boni ail nations were to he blessed ; fois faith in 
C'hri't also an indispensable condition fur baptism 
ni all persons of mature age ; and no minister is at

lilx’i f\ b> t.ii\e 11 ont the candidate the visible pledge the New Tc-t .nient inn-t ha \ e i i i n i 
ot his acceptance ol the terms of God's covenant, | ail men. and e-preudb to the . I, w i « ! i 
unless he has been fir-t taught its nature, promises, 
and obligations, and gives sutlieient evidence of the 
reality of his faith, and the sincerity of his profession 
of obedience. Hence the administration of baptism 
was placed by our Lord only in the hands of those 
who were “to preach the gospel,’’ that is, of those 
who were to declare God’s method ol" saving men 
" through taith in Christ," and to teaeli them “ to ob­
serve all things, whatsoever Christ had commanded 
them.” Circumcision was connected with teaching, 
and belief of the truth taught : and so also is Chris­
tian baptism.

The ipiQstion, however, which now requires consi­
deration is, whether the infant children ol" believing 
parents are entitled to he made parties to the cove­
nant of grave, by the act of their parents, and the ad­
ministrate m ot’ baptism :

In favour of infant baptism the following arguments 
may lie adduced. Some of them are more direct 
than others ; hut the reader will judge whether, ta­
ken altogether, they do not establish this practice of 
the church, continued to us from the earliest ages, up­
on the strongest basis of scriptural authority.

1. As it has been established that baptism wa- put 
by our Lord himself and his apostles in the room of 
circumcision, as an initiatory rite into ’lie covenant 
of grace; and as the infant children of believets under 
the Oi l Testament were entitled to the covenant be­
nefits of the latter ordinance, and the children of 
Christian believers are not expressly excluded from 
entering into the same covenant by baptism ; the ab­
sence of such an explicit exclusion is sutlieient proof 
uftheir title to baptism.
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For if tlie covenant lie the same in all its spiritual 
blessings and an express change* was made by our 
Lord in the sign and seal ol" that covenant, but no 
change at all in the subjects of it, no one can have a 
right to carry that change farther than the Lawgiver 
himself, and to exclude the children of believers from 
entering his covenant by baptism, when they had al­
ways been entitled to enter into it by circumcision. 
This is a censurable interference with the authority 
of God ; a presumptuous attempt to tii'liion the new 
dispensation in this respect so as to coniunii it to a 
mere human opinion ol" ikue-s and propriety. For 
to say that, because baptism is directed to lie adminis­
tered to believers when adults arc spoken of, it bil­
lows that children who are not capable nt personal 
faith arc excluded front baptism, is only to argue ill 
the same manner as if it were contended that, b**- 
c a us e circumcision, when adults were the subjects, 
was only to be administered to believers, therefore 
infants were excluded from that ordinance, which is 
contrary to the fact. This argument w ill not certain­
ly exclude them from baptism by way ot inference, 
and by no act of the Maker and Mediator of the cove­

nant are thev shut out.

1* Ipt i-!!i w a- no hi v. r; i!:n ni. c w I.■ .i • • .r I i 
-iituti 
Im:i.
stance-, what lie found al.imly i 
Uses ot" hi- religion. A p.ir.ihh*, tor 
a Jew I-li mode of teaching. \\ h i l i 
hies eipt.tl t) Jesus ( hi'i'l : And w h .: i- i : 
distinguished and appropriate ri: «.t In- n ! _• 
a sel l ice grafted on :i p-t-sov i r cu-toni uni 
Jews of his day r It was not md.lined by V. 
a part id’ the bread they had ii- d in ilie p 

should be the 1 :i -t tiling they ate after l !i ..
\ i t tin- our l.ordtni k ns l.e tnni.il it, ;.n.I ■ . 
it into a memorial of In- body . Tin 

lins no authority whatever from tin* ire. 
tintl ; vet till' our Lord found ill Use, ned 
a memorial ol In- blood : — t iki n to ;• t!i 
l; l cl Its lot ill one comme onir.it mil of !u- ill 
liililv, ai i'ing to rational cet t.un’y , linn 
h ad ii' to inter that, whatever rite .1, -n- 
tIn* ordinance of admi'sinii into tin c une. 
followers, he would nt-u adopt tiom - ot ■• 
ready existing—from some token f,im.!i. 
people of his nation.

“ In fiet, we know that * < 11V «* :*' hap'; 
under the law, and we have evi ry te.i-o 
that the admis'iou ot j na > - < ■ I y t • * - into tie pi. 
of Judaism wiis really and truly mat ked I y a w : - i.., i , 
with water ill a ritual and eriaaimm.l iii’.iimt I 
have til wavs umlcr-tooil that M.iimotndi - u.i- perl’i : - 
1 v correct vv Ini. he says, ‘ In id I agi-, w lit it a 

heathen (or a stranger by nation ) vv as vv tiling to enter 
into the covenant of I't .iel, and gather h,:u-i !f n :. h i 
the wings of the ma jesty ol God, and l ike upon hoi 
si ll" the v «ike* ol" the law—In* must he fir-t einiiitii'oi d, 
and secondly, n u'Tizt.n, and thirdly , bring a saentice ; 
or if the party be a woman, then 'lien i-r In • I r»t 
i: vi'Tizen, and seeondly , bring a sa'*ril; a I i■ 1 I-,
‘ At ibis present time w hen ( I in* tcmpli I» nr: d - :.. <x 
el) there i- no saerili a*, a sir ingrr mu-.t !"• Ii: d oi 
eimici'i d. and -erondly , i: n.’
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lie jo re the writings ol" tic* Tain.ml-...’ Ib.t the learn* d 
doctor Ini' not rond* sremli d to under.-taiel iliesvi- 
deiiee ol tills fiet. It does not re-t nil tin !i Meotiy 
of Jevvi'h records so|e|\ ; it w a- io r :n id anon among 

the heathen, as we learn Irom the e|e , .oi l demott- 
strnti v e* te-t imon v of F. petit h-, vv ho h a tm < words: 
(lie is hi i tiling those who assume tie | "t, - -, ,n of 
philosophy without acting iijmn it : ) Why do y mi 
deceive the multitude ' \\ liy do you pretend to he a 
Greek when you arc a Jive, a Syrian, an t./yyimn 7

“ Dr t.i1!, indeed , in I,.., 1).-- - rî iî.«
Pro-i !y 'r 1) ip! i -in, 1ll : - v i i.turi d t!,.- ;i

* there is no mi# lltioll luadi : of any Md’
admitting Jew t- Ii Pro -ely t es by hap i : \\,

mgs or n e* irds he I’o It • the time of

( "liri't, and In- Ap- ill - : nor III a My ’
Ibrthe iil't till"! i* or f nir h undr. <Viwir> ;


