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Chri~t also an indispensable condition for haptism
in all persons of mature age 3 and no minister is at
liberty to take from the candidate the visible pledre
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of his acceptance of the terms of God's covenant,

unless he has been first tauzht its nature, protises,
and oblizations, and gives sutlivient evidence of the
reality of lus faith, and the sieerity of bis profession
of obedience. Henee the administration ot baptism
was placed by our Losd ouly in the hands of those
who were ““to preach the gospel,” that is, of those
who were to declare God’s method of xaving men
< through taith in Chri<t,” and to teach them  to ob-
serve all things, whatsoever Christ had commanded
them.”  Circumcision was connceted with teachine,
and belief of the truth taught ; and so also is Chris-
tian baptisim,

The question, however, which now requires consi-
deration is, whether the infunt children of believing
parcuts are entitled tobe made parties to the cove-
nant ot grace, hy the act of their purents, and the ad-
ministration ot baptism -

In favour of infant bapti=m the following arsuments
may be adduced. Some of them are more direet
than others 5 but the reader will judee whether, ta-
Ken altogether, they do not establish this practice of
the church, continued to us fromthe carliestages, up-
on the strongest basis o seriptural authority.

1. As it has been established that baptism was put
by our Lord himscltf and his aposties in the room of
circumeision, as an initiatory rite into the covenant
of rrace; and as the inthnt childeen of believers under
the O] Testament were entitled to the covenant be-

nedits ot the latter ordinanece, and the children of

Christian believers are not expressly exeluded from
entering into the same covenant by bhaptism @ the @b-
sence of such an explicit exclusion is sutlicient prooft’
of their title to haptism.

Forit'the covenant be the <ame in all its spiritual
blessings and an express change was made by our
Lord in the sizn and seal of” that covenant, but no
change atallin the subjects of” it, no one can huve a
rizht to carry that change further than the Lawgiver
himself, and to exelude the children of believers from
cutering his covenant by baptism, when they had al-
ways been entitled to enter mito it by eircumicision,
This is a censurable interference with the authoriry
of God ; a presumptuous attempt to fushion the new
dispensation in this respeet so as to confornn it to a
mere human opinion of fitness aud propricty. Por
to say that, because baptismis directed to be adminis-
tered to believers when adults are spolien o, it tol.
lows that children who are not capable of persounl
faith arc excluded from baptism, is only o arzue in
the same manner as it it were contendoed that, he-
cause circumcision, when adults were the subjects,
was only to be adwinistered to believers, therefore
infunts were excluded from that ordinance, which s
contrary to the tact. ‘Fhis argument will not certam-
ly exclude them from baptism by way ot inference,
and by no act of the Maker and Mediator of the cove-
nant are they shut out.
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