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POET WHITTIER AT HOME.

he venerable Poet Recelves a Visitor

in Amesbury, Mass,

VAT HE THINKS OF ( ARDINAL LAV
GERIE'S ANTI-SLAVERY CRUSADE IN
\FRICA—HOW BOME 01" 115
WERE WRITTEN =—— HIS OPINION Ol
JOHN BOYLE ORIELLY.

PO S

Making recently a brief visit to
meshury, Mass., 1 felt it would be
ard to leave without a glimpse of the
1 and heloved |Nn'l. John Green
o Whittier, who makes his howe tor
great part of the year there, says a
vriter in the Boston Pilot,  Every resi
jent of Amesbury is proud to claim him
eor a fellow citizen, and hardly a child
hut could point out to the stranger the
juaint old homestead, which for the
bioet's presence is honored as a shrine
f literature and patriotism.
A little Catholic school-girl conducted
15 thither. fSThere's Whittier's
wouse, " she said ecagerly, as we came
yut through a shady lane, near St.
oseph’s, and ontoa shady, quiet street
o It's cream-colored now, it used to
o white.” There it was, with its
yroad front, and the neat old-fashioned
loor-garden between it and the street,
We soon found ourselves in a pleas
ant little sitting-room filled with sug
gestive  pictures and books: and
]n'vwntl_\' the venerable poet himself
ntered with kindly greeting. He is
tall, crect, with white hair and beard
The eyes, gleaming under the heavy
Lwhite brows, are black, piercing and
luminous. He carries his eighty-three
vears well, age seeming with him, as
3¢ g0 often seems with men of intellect
ual and ascetic lite, an even wearing
ay the mortal vesture, rather
1 na process off visible decay and de

of

Speaking of the late John DBoyle
O'Reilly, he said :

«That was a beautiiul
early quenched.” But, later. he spoke
of the beauty of dying, prema
turely, while one’s record is fair, and
the of living to
error blunder which
noble past.

“ Ah, yvou are thinking of * Tehabod
now,”’ we said, having in mind his
poem of that name, suggested by the
retrograding on the slavery question
of Danicl Webster.

He was silent for a moment. Then,
musingly : ** Webster hurt himselt by
aspiring to the Presidency. It was a
sad mistake.  The ofiice could have
added nothing to him. He
great for that."”

Then, reverti
he praised especially
“Wendell Phillips ”
Attucks.”

“You sympathize, I take it, with
OReilly’s feeling to Attucks rather
than with that of the Massachusetts
Historical Society 7"

He smiled his cordial assent

i + would, perhaps, that criticised

licht too

even

‘.‘Mll\"
tarnishes a

sadness some

or

was too
sovle O'Reilly,

his  poems,
and  “* Crispus

line
© The bluest blood

is putrid bl
d is red "

he wod, the people’s
Bloc
have shocked your taste 27

He applauded O'Reilly sthought, and
showed himsclt especially moved by the
remembrance of this Catholie Irishman’s
worlk for the negro.

We touched presently on Cavdinal
Lavicerie’s erusade against the slave-
traftic in l".lin'nzuri:cl Africa.

i “1 am thanktul for Lavig
bwork, " he said : adding, however, that
in the old American slave-days, all the
rehes had been too slow to move
inst slavery.
You forget,” we ventured, that
olics were very few in the bulk of
we States ; and that a Catholie
priest, with his inflexible word on the
indissolubility of marriages amony the
slaves, would hardly get a candid wel
come on the ave 3 ntations.”

qe's

He wranted that, and he knew too,
of the communities of mnezro nuns
founded in Maryland and Louisiana
long before the abolition of slavery.
He reealled also the pronouncement of
an early Pope against slavery.

We recalled here his poem,
John of Matha.” **You had to come
to the Old Church for a patron saint for
your abolitionists.” ** Yes,” he added,
“wo have our debt to your saints, and
to the Old Church for her antagonizin
of slavery. Thee, knows, perhaps,
my lu»('lll: “The Men of Old,’ where 1
spoke of St. Anslem melting down the
sacred vessels to make coin for the
redemption of captives.”

“Church property was used in the

arly Irish Church, too, as tar back as
the time of St. Patvick, for the redemp-
tion of slaves, " we rejoined, not willing
to give Italy all the glory.

1 remember that, too,” he said :
“hut not all the Trish of a later day
felt Kindly to the negroes. I knew an
Irishman in Amesbury,” he said, his
eyes twinkling at the remembrance,
“who was very much opposed to social
equality for the negro. I said to him :
‘But there are many Catholic negroes
in Brazil, the West Indies and other
places. Thy Church accounts of them
as it does of thee. And thee'll have to
come to it in Heaven. Thee'll have to
meet  the negroes there on equal
terms,'" ;

“1 thought,” he continued, * that |
had silenced him with an unanswerable
argument. He sat musing for a
moment, then looking up at wme

“And ean't the Lord make
white in Heaven, Mr. Whittier 2"

The poet laughed heartily at the
remembrance of this sally of his ready
Irish friend.

N

them

Presently we recalled a number of

Poems besides ** The Men of Old,” in
which he had shown much comprehen
sion of the Catholic spirit and sympathy
with it.
these poems, ™ we said.

“But there are some of my poeis,
You Catholics don't like so well.

“ Certainly there are,” we said
“hut they do not hinder us from appre
ciating those of a different spirit,

“My ¢ Female Martyr,”” he said,
Swas inspired by the death of a Sister
of Charity, a of the
patients

nurse cholera

Further on he spoke of his love for
the § [homas
We quoted :

The Cross, if rightly hory
No burden but support to th
So, moved o all thne, for our s
Thie holy mouk of Kempen spi

L Kempis

shall 1y

SThee remembers my poems better
than I do myself,” said the venerable
poet, who seemed indisposed to touch
on any work of his own, except where
it served an illustrative purpose.

With more pleasure he turned to
reminiscences of the other wen who
made the golden age of Boston's liter
ary  supremacy Emerson,  Holmes,
Wendell Phillips and the rest.

S EFmerson was a sweet spirit.”

We asked his it he had noted the
collection of Wendell Phillips’ speeches,
just issued by Lee & Shepard, of Bos
ton.

“ 1 heard Wendell Phillips,” he said,
in a tone of elation and affectionate
pride.  But he had looked with pleas
ure at the collection we had referred
to.

He invited us toa glimpse at his
study, with its pleasant outlook on the
well-shaded back garden.  Here
the  books which he lives
Between the windows hangs an oil
painting of the old farm and homestead,
in Haverhill, Mass.

s Just where,” we “did you
write that first poemn of yours about the
Irish exile ?”

Some of our read may
perhaps, that Whittier’s first poem,
at the age twelve, was an
attempt to deseribe the feelings ol an
Irish immigrant, leaving the Old Land
forever, 3 he 1 told us in
reference . It was my first
but he smiled away
our attempt to minutely localize it.

Ile showed us his brother’s picture
over his desk

“1s he living 2"
“No: he is
of my race.”
We had already seen the port
his mother over the parlor ma

are
among

remember

written of

verseanaking :

we asked,

dead. 1 am the

beautiful old lady in the Quaker zar
the poet has her eyes—and hanging
on the opposite wall that of hi
sister, of whom he has
\\\l'l"l_\,

He called our attention to a fine pic |
ture of St. John the
to his desk.

“Your patron saint? It uld
have been St. John the Daptist,” we
said. recalling how much of the poet's
brave life had been, as his own word
has it.

ovely

written

Evanaelist, close

“ A long, harsh strife with strong-willed men

He showed us, before we left him, a
picture which he prized, that of the
negro jubilee it
to him ; and a fine portrait of Abraham
Lincoln, in the

When the

NnoOoH

their own

singers

June after
left him,
t cherished
of him,

forgetting

shadows of the
thening we
storing away 2 ourm
elimpse
ified, seli

memories our
sorene in hisdi
and kindiy old age
§ tender  poem
or Acadian
o in the
v under the
stern eyes
“She murinured
cioser the yo
With the last
sz to her
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the Cat
statue of St
neighboring
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veits entrance,
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Governor,

the

tue

Josiah

old order changeth, yiclding place to

new,
And God fulfils Himself in many ways

“We Catholics appreciate

-
Symbols of the Saints.

Painters at an early period adopted
which saints whom they
depicted might he recognized.  Some
of these are in a manner fixed, and are
not used with other saints, so that a
person with a little knowledge can
eas vy tell what saint is intended.

In the case of martyrs, where the
instrument of their death could be
easily used in art, it was introduced
with the fizure of the saint. St Paul
was beheaded with a sword, hence he
is represented with one : St. Catherine,
torn on a wheel, is shown with it.

Other saints have emblems derived
from some fact or incident. The four
evangelists are helieved to be typitied
by the four animals seen in the chariot
of the prophet, Kzechiel and one is
applied to each. St. Matthew is shown
with an angel or man s inding near
him : St. Mark with the lion : St. Luke
with the ox, and St. John the evange
list with an eagle.

Qt. Michael the archangel, who over
came Satan, is !'l‘l\l'wwn\wl asan armor
with a fiashing sword : St Raphael,
accompanied by a hoy holding a fish,
alluding to voung Tobias and the fish
which he captured by the angel’s order.

Qt. Augustine, from his grea
God, is 1'¢'l\l'«-\w-n!t'|| holding
flaminz heart ; St Patrick. who ex
pelled idolatry from Ireland. as a bishop
driving off a serpent W ith his crozier.
Nicholas is pepresented with three
children in a tub, the legend being
that he restored three children to lite
who had been hratally murdered, thei
bodies cut up d hid in a tub, St
Francis of A is rw]nz'wmmwi with
the stigmata 1 his hands: St
Anthony Padua as visited by the
Infant Jesus.

symbols by

fove of

as

St

of

il
Frueman's WonM POWDERS destroy
and remove worms withont injury to adult er
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P de
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Women ot
up from
and in doiy

herselt
mud of oblivion onet

justifies the

Hore,
criti
1o
an untruthtul

intes

In
tomyself and my friends at large I feel
s pubiic
ed in the
few davs

strict justice
called upon to make thi
ment. It h
press within the pas
had returned to the
Church, and had interviewed Rey

Father MeGuire. 1 wish that |
did make these statements, but believe
1 did so under great wental strain, the
l'Hll\l“t“"]l"" ‘l]v ll\"]'\\”"\ leﬂl l"‘l'*“l'll'
tion and trouble.  Now, after cahn de
liberation, 1 wish to say that 1 am not
a Roman Catholic and intend to retain
the principles of Protestantism, never
subjecting  myself or my  reason to
Rome, Manrcarer L. SHEPHERD.

state
daily
that |
Catholic

s heen sta
Roman

to say

The unsavory Margaret admits that
she uttered falsehoods, and thus pro
claims herself what we always main
tained was, /2., a reckless, unscrupu
lous scandalanonger and purveyor of
bascless libels.  We are glad that she
has cleared up the mystery surround
ing her course after her infamous lite
had been exposed by her co-workers
She is still a Protestant. Ouar
ated brethren can have her
themselves,  Wedon't want her
ton /.’.Iw//’;//r

separ
all to

Bos

-~

Dr. Conaty's Advice to Catholics,

Thomas J. Co
tor of the Churel
\'\v!ll’ll-'
his paris
dar:
Don't 2
for Mass
betore Mass ma)
ing yvoursoul to
Dont g ass wi
prayver book or
vou wish distraction and not
to ocenpy your mind
Don’'i talk in
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last Sunday : yvou 1
time to talk with ¥
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The Rosary at the Theatre,

Withow making d

m 1. had neverthele

votion a s
S VET)
whi
1

saatiers

One day. the

prosperi tiis
heat nded
had a
and who

ching to his pe
wwever,  paid
drama and
time in examining the
The conduct of his young
seemed wly to astonish him : this
young u appeared to be rapt in
thought and to take very little interest
in the representation Besides, I
obstinately  kept  his  hands  hidden
under a fur overcoat spre across his
knees,  Suddenly Napoleon, leaving
his seat, bent the yvoung duke’s
shoulder and, thrusting his hands into
the fur overcoat, brought forth a pair
of beads. At that period, and with
the majority ot present, the
beads were not in great honor, and
the Dblushing page stood waiting a
severe reprimand. ¢ Ah, Augustus, 1
caught vou,” said Napoleen.  ** Well,”
continued he, T am proud of you:
you are the of the
theater ; vou ave a noble youth, and
vouwill oneday beaman.  Continue, '
aid he, returning the beads. FAd
will trouble vou no more.”  Those who
the and heard  the
words of the monarch dared not langh
at the devotion of the page. He who
thus said his bes at the theater did
indeed become aman : he died Cardinal
Archbishop of Besancon, leaving num
berless proofs of eminent holiness,
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1 mention another
for some time with
nothing to relieve
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1
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s Ol ¢
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him. He camet

Oil, and told him t did not cure him it
should cost him not A fon s latey

Rocking the Empty Cradle.

The mother whos
seared by the lo

has been
any one, |

tnred in this s

wvne in the D

It was a4 Wwo

sweetly the old |

i

t!
1
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And as shesa
eradle with her keepin
its melancholy refrain,  Fro
ling of the blankoets loo)

hahy had only |
A man passil he

nth
od as it
t heen lifted on
wd the
and retraced his steps so that
look through the open dom
little, plainly furnished room
SOExense me, maam, T he
spectfully, “*but I noticed
rocking an empty
reckon you never heard ot
stition—"
1o
woman :

s Iy
he could

into the

said
that you
eradle 1
the supen

re

woere

not superstitions,” said the

* Holy-ang guard-thy hed

“Exense me, ma'am, but folks told
my wife that it she didn’t stop rocking
the eradle when the haby wasn't in it
something would happen - an’it did
The baby died when he was a yea
old ! "
“ My baby won't die,’
mother, **he's an  angel thes
three months, an” when 1 feel bad
that I can’t live another minute 1 com
in here and mal
1t does me good an’ mebbe God lets him
and it comtort Is that
superstition 27
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A SECRET OF THE CONFES-

SIONAL.

No

Dubois,

In the month of
certain Robert
wias a priest

1861, a
hrother

cmber,
whose
France,

\utun,
brought before the court
that city, charged with the A
for the purpose of robbery, of Louis
Vion and his wite, an old couple living
in the countr) After a protracted
trinl, Dubois was at last condemned to
imprisonment tor the evidence
agzainst him, though strong, not being
suflicient to warrant the death penalty.
Whilst the going on, it
happened that the brother of the pris
oner was visited by a man
to make his confession.  In his confes
sion he declared he was guilty of the
murder of the two Vions.  In vain did
the j urge the wretched man
the obligation which he was under
eeing aninnocent person @ the erimi
nal had such an overpowering fear of
leath that he could he induced to
» the reparation required Mean
sentence was pronounced on the
untortunate bul I'he lips of his
brother were
O the day of his condemmnation,
PPy culprit, surrounded
thirough
the windows
priest,
When

wis
assizes of
murdael

trial was

who came

of

sealed to seereey.

hy
rs, was led
passed under
3 1er, tue

mother.

the and
hi

Iltved with theia

Town,

where

h son horne in
fainting into the priest
months atier this agon \

poor mother died of a broken heart

A few months ¢ the Abbe Dubois
was hastily summoned visit a sick
man, who was crying the
pri It w the the
Vions, whose eonfession he had heard
vears The guilty to1
remorse  of

londly for
as murderer ol
hefore
mented by

wished betor

mat
consclence
his death to make
the fact that he, and he
alone, was guilty of the double mur
der.  Accordingly he dictated  and
signed a paper in which he confessed
his crime and furnished all the details
above related 3 and this paper he put
in the hands of the priest, He died a
fow hours afterward, loudly asking
God’s pardon for his crimes, in pres
ence of a great number of witnesses
The priest hastened to present the
document tothe proper authorities, and
he had the after
necessary preliminaries had been gone
through, of sceing his brother restored
to liberty, and his innocence publicly
acknowledged.—Ave Maria

-~

public

confession ol

consolation, some

The Spanish Government, in ordes
to encourage the proper celebration of
the Sundayv, have introduced into the
Cortes a hill prohibiting servile work
The Spanish hierarchy took the initine
tive in this matter requesting the
Government to introduce the measure

by
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